81% TRACTS,  * 


2 


IN VINDICATION OF THE WORSHIP 
OF 


ONE GOD. 


LONDON: 


T2 ;  FRINTED MDCCXCI. - 


© ©» :c 


1. 


11. 


111. 


IV. 


VI, 


CONTENTS. 


Da. visnEY's FRIENDLY DIALOGUE, BE- 

\ TWEEN A COMMON UNITARIAN CHRIS- 
TIAN AND AN ATHANASIAN (p- I.): 
TOGETHER WITH, A SECOND DIALOGUE 
BETWEEN EUGENIUS AND THEOPHILUS, 
on THE SAME SUBJECT.—P. 33. | 


— — REASONS FOR RESIGNING THE 
RECTORY OF PANTON, AND VICARAGE 
OF SWINDERBY, IN LINCOLNSHIRE, AND 
QUITTING THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND. 


—P- 79. 3 


A LETTER TO THE REV. MR, , BY 
A LATMAN.— p · 97 


AN EXHORTATION TO ALL CHRISTIAN PEO= 


" PLE TO REFRAIN FROM TRINITARIAN 
WORSHIP,——P. 123. 


MR. FREND'S. FIRST AND SECON ADDRESS 
TO THE MEMBERS OF THE CHURCH OF 
ENGLAND, AND TO PROTESTANT TRI» 
NLITARIANS IN GENERAL,—P.183. & 195. 


4 
FRIENDLY DIALOGUE: 


BETWEEN 


A COMMON UNITARIAN CHRISTIAN, 
: AND 4, 


AN ATHANASIAN; 


Occaſioned by the former's behaviour during 
ſome part of the public ſervice, 
O R, 
AN ATTEMPT TO RESTORE 
SCRIPTURE FORMS OF WORSHIP. 
To which js added | 


A SECOND DIALOGUE | 


/ 


BETWEEN 


> 


EUGENIUS AND THEOPHILUS, 
ON THE SAME SUBJECT. 


7 
Jeſus anſwered ; the firſt of all the commandments is, Hear, 
O Iſracl! the Lord our God is one Lord: and thou ſhalt love 
the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy ſoul, 
and with all thy ſtrength, This is the firſt commandment. 
And the ſecond is like, namely this; Thou ſhalt love thy 
neighbour as thyſelf. There is none other commandment 
greater than theſe, | Max k Xit. 29, 30, gi. 


When ye pray, ſay, Our Father, &c. LUXE xi. 2. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


The following little tract (viz. the firſt of the 
two. following ,dialogues) being. now reprinted. by 
the editor, with. very. conſiderable alterations, it 
is no more than juſtice to the author to ſay, that 
he is no longer anſwerable for, the contents of it. 


His learning, and. his chrjftjan ſpirit and temper, 
deſerve all praiſe ; his name is not mentioned, but 


his works will follow him. 


January 1ſt, 
1784. 


l Reprint from the ſecond n 11. 5 


PREFACE. 


Tux following Dialogue is deſigned for the nfe 
of common chriſtians, who, by experience, are 
found eompetent judges of the doctrine here eon- 
tended for, when it is delivered in its native ſim- 
, plicityz as it was firſt preached: by Chriſt and his 
| apoſtles, Plain ſeripture - facts are adapted to all 
capacities, and cannot be overthrown by all the 
learned ſophiſtry in the world. It is to be hoped, 
that there are amongſt us many rational chriſtians, 
who will diſtribute ſuch. little tracts, in order to 
help forward the glorious work of another re- 
formation, which, though the times are favourable 
in many reſpects, is very much obſtructed by ir- 


religion on one ſide, and ſuperſtar and enthu- 
\ Gaſm-on+the other. 1 


PREFACE 


TO THE 
SECOND EDITION. 


TRE unexpected demand which has been made 
for the former impreſſion of the firſt Dialogue, 
has given occaſion for the re-publication of it. 
A ſecond is now added to the preſent edition; 
and, in this laſt diſcuſſion of the ſubject, the author 
has conducted his two friends to a perfect agree- 
ment in opinion and practice, upon principles 
which appeared, in the end, equally « i to 
"Womb of them. 

The firſt dialogue was re-printed i in Philadet- 
phia in 1785; a circumſtance which affords ſome 
hopes that it may be uſeful on the other ſide of the 
Atlantic: and more particularly as the wiſdom of 
the American ftates hath not impoſed thoſe im- 
. pediments to the free progreſs of the true faith 
of the goſpel of Chriſt, which have been unhap- 
pily adopted and retained in Europe. 

The writer has only to add, that his fervent 
prayer to God is, that in proportion as the know- 

ledge of the truth ſhall ſpread, the greater purity 
of life and conſiſteney of conduct may prevail 
throughout the chriſtian world. 


October 155 
1787. 
| Jonx DiswEx. 
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FRIENDLY DI ALOGVUE, 


ATHANNSTAN. Neighbeur, as I aW ays thought 
ua perſon of a ſerious turn öf mind, and have 
frequently obſerved your exemplary conduct in 
the public wotfhip, your behaviotr this day, at 
church, gave me great ſurpriſe, *atid indeed Urica- 
Alnels, Becauſe you ſeemed to treat one parts of 
bur excellent Hturgy With dfregard. You wel 
to Fepeat, After the minſter, the four" firſt petitions 
of "the litany, in a devotit and folemn manitterz 
tid to join in every part of our litürgy, ſe juſtly 
celebtated dy great nütibers bf plots and learn 
men. Bat I tock notice tiſis day, at church, you 
Put ona fflent incifference, when Gob THE sow, 
\Gop THE HOLY GHOST, and the THREE PER- 
SONS in the trinity were invoked ; neither did 
you ſeem to give your aſſent to the-doxoldgy; ſo 
frequently directed, to FATHER, sox, And nor x 
_ GHOST. . You ſeemed likewiſe not to join in the 
* of - thoſe prayers, which conclude with 

pe > of the 
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the doQrine of the trinity in unity, ſo plainly and 
ſolemnly eſtabliſhed by our glorious church, and 
confirmed by the learned pains of many excellent 

writers. I ſhould be glad to know the true rea- 
ſon of this ſurpriſing change; and make no doubt 
but you will readily explain yourſelf upon theſe 
religious points, as you and I have had frequent 
conferences upon ſubjects of ſcripture. 2 
UNITARIAN. Why, really, neighbour, I ac- 
knowledge the juſtneſs of your charge. As my 
ſentiments are very different from tboſe I formerly 
embraced and was educated in; fo I think it my 
duty to act conſiſtently with my principles, and to 
profeſs and practiſe, in religious matters, accord- 
ing to the dictates of my conſcience. There was 
a little book, publiſhed ſome years ago, under the 
title of, An APPEAL TO THE COMMON SENSE of 
ALL CHRISTIAN PEOPLE, &c, written by a 
country . clergyman, And ſince then, another 
ſmall tract entitled, An APPEAL TO THE SE- 
RIOUS AND CANDID PROFESSORS OF CHRISTI- 
ANITY *:; theſe I have carefully read, conſidered, 
and compared with enn and more particu- 
* 


V The third and laſt edition of the Appeal lo common ſenſe, by 
" the late Rev. William Hopkins, vicar of Bolney, in Suſſex, was 
publiſhed 1775, by Mr, Johnſon, in St. Paul's-church- yard. 
Mr. Hopkins died in April, 1786, in the goth year of his age, 
«pd ſome memoirs of his life and writings, (by the editor of this 
wy treatiſe, 


F-E4X 
89 | 
Jarly with regard to the article of religious wor- 
ſhip, which is of a practical nature; and profeſs 
myſelf deeply convinced, by the expreſs determi- 
nation of Chriſt and his apoſtles, that the church- 
worſhip offered up to Jeſus Chriſt, the meſſenger 
of God, and to the holy ſpirit; and to the trinity, 
as being three perſons, and one God, is falſe and 
unſcriptural; from whence, I think, it neceſſarily 
follows, that the famous athanaſian doctrine of 
three co- equal perſons in one God, has no foun- 
dation in the word of God. 
.  ATHANASIAN. Ob, my friend! you aſtoniſh 
me by ſuch a bold declaration; and I beg of you, 
for the fake of your future happineſs, to take 
heed, and beware how you run into a dangerous 
hereſy, before you have weighed this important 
buſineſs with a cool and unprejudiced mind. 
What! is it poſſible to imagine that ſo many 
. wiſe and good men ſhould have been ſo grievouſly 
, miſtaken, as to be guilty of falſe worſhip in their 
. ſolemn addreſs to almighty God? Don't you know, 
that our liturgy was compiled by pious and 
learned men; and that it has been celebrated by 


treatiſe,) were the next year, prefixed to the remaining copies of 

'his Appeal. For an account of the original publication of this 

firſt dialogue, ſee pp. xiv and xv of the memoirs.-The Appeal | 

40 the profeſſors of chriſtianity, and the tracts connected with it, 
are = . VJ. —_—_ in St, . Paul's-cburch-y ard, 
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ſever exceltenOwriters, as the moſt perfect ah 
chriſtian form ef ipliblic de vbtion in the white 
christian world? You ſhould,” therefore, ſüſpect, 
Mat: tireſetuutiors Ve imipoſed/on'ybur jadgmeftt 
by ſome deluſwe arts, when their argumefits Habe 
a: tendeney to draw you' ff from! in important 
purt of telipious worhip, ſettled aid determined 
bythe-vEntrable'fathers of the church öf Erigland, 
!eſtabliſhed byaAsof=patitiinent and convdeation, 
Aud ferongly Sriforved by a pious und learned 
clergy. L 
UNtTARIAN, I ae Gy hood 
:Fend; for yotr®adviee, as I am well 2HMifed it 
pròceeds from a kind regard for my piritukl wel- 
ee. But I can feritüſly declare, that y Cen- 
orion has not bheen Waſty : in the "Eotirſe of iy 
quiry, -I made tl pöſfible objections to tie dde- 
"Hits Gekvereil inboth thife RPrrals, för the 
"ety'reaſon you affign; und I thought ifftrhfe 
iid unacrountable, that ſuch an excellent CH 
Motild have continued fo long in an error thut 


breabes in upon the true character of the ohe Gd 
And Father of all, and the holy And fly worffrip 


admitted, practiſed, and directed by Chriſt and his 
apoſtles. And, in order to convince you of my 
fincerity in this grand affair, I muſt acquaint you 
«that- I ſent for ſeveral anfwers to theſe publics. 
"ti6hs, Wich have been written by! learned per- 
{ fons ; and have alſo carefully examined ſome de- 
n a fences 
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fences of them. Upon the moſt ſincere and im- 
partial inquiry, not without earneſt applications 
to the God of truth, for. the direction of his holy 
, ſpirit in my religious diſquiſitions, I profeſs myſelf 
an UNITARIAN CHRISTIAN, or a firm believer 
in one ſupreme God and Father of all, as a prin- 
. Ciple of natural as well as revealed religion. I 
ſee with my own eyes, and perceive with my own 
underſtanding, that it is my duty to worſhip and 
pray to the one God and Father of all, in the 
name of, or as the diſciple of Jeſus Chriſt, for the 
 affiſtance of his holy ſpirit and guidance; and 

think it lawful to offer up petitions to none other, 
except the inviſible and ſelf-exiſtent creator and 
_ governor of the world, the one only living and 
true God. As our lord commanded no worſhip 
or prayer to be made to himſelf, and directed his 
apoſtles and others, to pray only to God,. our 
Father, who is in heaven ; and they taught their 
diſciples the ſame : ſurely, to pay religious wor- 
ſhip to any other, muſt be judged, by every un- 
. prejudiced chriftian, as an inſtance of will- wor- 
ſhip, not warranted by the word of God; and, 
. conſequently, ſuch unſcriptural forms of devotion 
_ ought to be laid aſide, though. eftabliſhed by the 
authority of wiſe and learned men. With reſpect 
to the worſhip: of the trinity in unity, or three 
; perſons and one God, not even the leaſt colour of 

evidence can be produced for it: every form 

| of © 
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of worlkip let forth by Ohtifſt and lis upoſesits 
-abſolutely: inconſiſtent with it. It“ is certatiy 
vwdrſhipping God, under a falſe" character, or 4be 
i know ot uber, (John iv. 22.) (W HEn wwe offer up 
«prayers to1a Being confifting of thfee"eo-equal 
perſons, contrary td the light of reuſdn and Rrip- - 
ture; and I um afraid this religious practice tdo 
nearly approaches to the crime of ſeme Uegree-bf | 
iddlatryſ as nd ſueh Being exiſts in che untverſe. 
. 1 ATHANASIAN. Surely you miſt Tabour under 
vſume very great miſtake, when ? you"_make' ſuch 
0 eonfident deelaratlons regarding forms of worſhip, 
that have betn dedueed from ſeriptitre by ſo trarly 
Jearfed men; and have been deſfended in ſo 
t many excellent boòks, written by perſons of al. 
moòſt every denomination of thriftians; a8 Well as 
ebf the ehureh of England. Have you, my fried, 
vetrefully examined eyety'part bf ſeripture relating 
_ *to'rdligiohs'worllitp ? "Have not the àuthbrs bf 
hoſe ApPEALs toncedled' fome eohſitierible' ei- 
denke, in oider to gain dtheir caiſe? Though iy 
memory, at preſent, does ndt furniſh me with arty 
particular - paſfages, where! the fecond, third and 
arty petitions bf the litany ate found in exptſs 
erms; yet I at perſuaded that theſe forths” öf 
bn ate wattatited by ſeripture, às bur cHurch, 
Which pröfbſſes the higheſt regard for ſeripture, 
19rd ig fouficd upon it, has ſo long recotimended 


and enforted the Wu "iid you 
muſt 
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muſt allow. that the. church of England has been 
blęſſed with many excellent members, remarkable / 
for; their piety, as well as learning: and, conſen 
quently, I cannot think. of. departing from their 
religious ſentiments, . without the cleateſt· and + 
ſtrongeſt. evidence, drawn, from the word of Gd. 

UNITARIA UN. We of this nation ought to 
bleſs God for the ineſtimable adyantages of ithe: 
free uſe of the holy ſctiptixes in the vulgar tongue 
In the name of God, let every declaration of 
Chriſt and bis apaſtles, relating to religious wor 9 
ſhip be examined and conſidered with the greataſt ) 
care; and let: this important cauſe be determined.) 
by divine and not human: authority. I can, ſine |' 
cexely tell you a plain matter: of fact, that aftar:.; 
having very. accurately compared athe new Teſte- 
ment, with the collection of texts relating to reli. 
gipus worſhip in both theſe ARALS, I could not. 
find one paſſage omitted 3 ſo that the autbors of- 
them cannot be charged with eoneraling any part 
of the evidence, in order to gain their cauſe ace. 
cogding to the, tano cm r rrmang nM 
writers. 

"My good friends, do pur e e e pro- 


teſtant profeſſion, and your ſeeming; regard for 
ſcripture xequixes, that the authority of Chriſt and 
6 his apoſtles is of greater weight than the decrees 
of even wiſe and. learned men, and you will ſoon 
be, conginggd — trinitarian 
worſhip 


( 22 ) 
worſhip is falſe, and unſcriptural. I will endea- 
vour to point out to you a plain method of gain- 
ing intire ſatisfaction upon this important ſubj ect: G 
It came to paſs that as he (viz. Chriſt) was ' 
praying in a certain place, one of his diſciples ſaid © 
unto him, Lord teach us to pray, as Fohn alſo 
taught his diſciples. (Luke xi. 1.) Now, the 
grand queſtion is, what anſwer our lord made to 
this reaſonable inquiry ? For ſurely it is the duty 
of every chriſtian to pay a very ſolemn regard to 
the determination of Chriſt himſelf. And he 
(viz. Chriſt) ſaid unto them, when ye pray, ſay, 
Our Fatber, who art in heaven; &c. (v. 2.) 
This is exactly agreeable to the precept he gave 
in his ſermon on the mount; after this manner 
pray ye: Our Father, who art in heaven, & c. 
(Mark vi. 9.) It appears then that our lord 
has plainly commanded all his diſciples to worſhip 
the one God and Father of all, without any men- 
tion of himſelf, or of the holy ſpirit of W 
objects of worſhip. | 

ATHANASIAN. Your producing the lord's 
prayer is, I think, unneceſſary, as all chriſtians * 
are uniformly agreed in it; and this prayer fre- 
quently occurs in every part of our public ſervice. 
_ Unitarian. But it is proper to begin with 
a point univerſally agreed upon, in order to pro- 
ceed, in a regular manner, to the examination of 
thoſe points wherein we differ. Though the 

e a, lord's 
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lord's prayer is fo familiar to you, by frequent 
uſe, yet it is very poſſible that you, and thouſands 
of others might not have attended to the conſe- 
quences, naturally ariſing from 1 divir.e and 
comprehenſive prayer. ; es 

In the next place, I recommend to your ſerious 
confidleration, part of a diſcourſe our lord deli- 
vered to his diſciples, juſt before he was going 
to ſuffer a painful and ſcandalous death. In that 
day ye Hall aſk me nothing: Verily, verily, I ſay 
unte you, whatſoever ye ball aſk the Father in my 
name, he will give it you. Hitherto have ye aſked 
nothing in my name. At that day ye ſhall aſt in 
my name. (John xv. 23, 24, 26.) Be pleaſed 
to take particular notice, that our lord hath, in 
theſe declarations, plainly ſet forth the true chriſ- 
tian form of worſhip, which is no other than to 
worſhip the one God and Father of all, in the 
name, and as the diſciples, of Jeſus Chrift. 

But here I muſt earneſtly defire-you to oonſi- 
der, what foundation there is for the worſhip of 
Jeſus Chriſt, or the holy ſpirit of God, or three 
perſons in one God. *Tis .impoſfible for the art 
of man to find it out, in thefe plain declarations 
of our lord, when he was profeſſedly ſpeaking of 
the duty of his diſciples, with e to the true 
object of religious worſhix. s 

ATHANASIAN, I freely grant you that the 
_ church-worſhip does not appear in this diſcourſe 
5 - oh 
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precepts and example. EE 
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of Chriſt, But does he not promiſe his diſ- 
eiples to ſend the holy ſpirit to guide them into 
all truth? From whence it is not improbable 
that ſome particulars were to be revealed to 
them after the deſcent of the holy ſpirit, which 
our lord did not think proper to communicate to 
them in-perſon ; ſo that if the church-worſhip- be 
rightly deduced; from the declarations of the in- 
ſpired apoſtles, it will yet ſtand upon a ſcripture- 
foundation, : v6 8 
UxrrARIAN. Let us, for the preſent, confine 
dur argument to our lord's laſt diſcourſe to his diſ- 
ciples, If the true character of God be, a Being 
eonſiſting of three co- equal perſons, and it be our 
duty to worſhip him under this character, is it poſ- 
ſible to imagine, that our lord ſhould take no 
notice of ſuch an eſſential part of our religious 
ſerviee? As no ſuch worſhip can be deduced from 
this, or any other diſcourſe of our lord, it muſt 
certainly be given up, as falſe and unſcriptural, 
unleſs the apoſtles, after the deſcent of the holy 
ſpirit, have made it our akon duty, by clear 


But the matter of fat is adds even to 
the eye-fight, that ihe apoſtles offered up their 
uſual and ſtated devotions to God only, through 
Jeſus Chriſt. They lift up their voice to God, 
faying, Lord, thou art Gd, grant that n- 
ders may be done by the name of thy holy ſervant 
0 | Feſus. 
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Jeſus. (Acts iv. 24, 30.) Thanks be to God, 
who giveth us the victory, through our lord Jeſus 
Chriſt. (1 Cor, xv. 57.) The precepts re- 
lating to worſhip, in the epiſtles, are to this ef- 
fect—hatſoever. ye do, in word or deed, do all in 
the name of the lord Fefus, giving thanks to God, 
end the Father by him. (Coloff. iii. 17.) In 
the review of all the forms of worſhip in the new 
Teſtament, will appear demonſtrative evidence 
that the worſhip of Chriſt, and the holy ſpirit, is 
no where warranted by the practice or precepts 
of the apoſtles: and fo groſs and abſurd is the 
worſhip of three perſons and one God, that they 
have not left us the moſt diſtant intimation of any 
fach religious practice ; which you will readily 
perceive, when you have carefully examined all 
their declarations relating to the duty of worſhip. 
If it had been the will of God, that the diſciples 
of Chriſt ſhould have worſhipped one God, under 
the character of three perſons, it would have been 
as plainly ſet forth in the new Teſtament, as it is 
in the liturgy of the church of England : and 
conſequently, the athanaſian forms of worſhip 
muſt appear, to all fincere Bercans, falſe and un- 
feripturah, as being deſtitute of all ſupport from 
the directions of Chriſt and his apoſtles, | 
ATHANASIAN, But ſurely the great power 
and authority of Chriſt, who is ſo frequently 
joined together with the Father, as alſo the high 
B 2 offices 


— 
6 — r 


( 26 ) 

offices which the holy ſpirit ſuſtains ; and both of 
them being ſometimes. mentioned, together with 

the Father, as concerned in the great work of our 
ſalvation, afford good grounds for the direct in- 
vocation of them in prayer or praiſe ; particularly, 
as we are commanded to be baptized into the 
name .of the ſon and holy ſpirit, as well as of the 


Father. (Mat. xxviii. 19.) And the apoſtoli- 
cal benediction (2 Cor. xiii. 14.) ſeems to im- 


ply worſhip to the fon and holy ſpirit. 


UNITARIAN. *' That the fon is employed by 


| God in very high offices for the ſalvation of man- 


kind, every chriſtian muſt readily grant, with joy 


and gratitude : and the promiſed aſſiſtance of the 
holy ſpirit is alſo deſerving of our thankfulneſs. 
As almighty God empowered Chriſt to preach and 


make known the terms of falvation to the world ; 
ſo after he had completed the gracious work 
aſſigned him, he received a commiſſion to ſend 


down the holy ſpirit upon the apoſtles, to enable 


them to propagate the goſpel through the world: 
the comfortable aſſiſtance of the ſame holy ſpirit 
of God, (that is, his guidance and protection) is 
likewiſe promiſed to all ſincere chriſtians in the 
diſcharge of their moſt difficult duties. Upon 
this account, the diſciples of Chriſt are com- 
manded to be baptized into the name of the- ſon 
and holy ſpirit, as well as of the Father. To be 
baptized into the name of the holy ſpirit, or, into 


\ j 
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the belief of the extraordinary guidance and tia 
'recion of the holy fpirit, which was given to the 
apoſtles; carmot be of the like import, with ad- 
dreſſing ourfelves to the fame in prayer and praiſe. 
When this famous text in Matthew's goſpel is 
cited, the words immediately foregoing ſhould 
always be added; as being neceffary to complete the 
fenſe : all potuer, (that is, all power relating to the 
goſpel-difpenſation,) is given unto me in heaven, and. 
in earth. Go ye, therefore, and teach all nations, 
bapti xing them into the name of the Father, and of 
the for, and of the holy ſpirit : (Matt. xxviii. 18, 
19.) and conſequently, the Father js mentioned 
as the giver of that power, the fon as the perfor 
to whom that power is given, and the holy ſpirit, 
as the bleſſing of God, accompanying our endea- 
vours, and the effectual means of our ſupporting 
our chriſtian warfare. This power, of which 
Chrift ſpeaks, is that which he, in other words, 
calls the holy ſpirit; and, therefore, the Father is 
mentioned as the giver of that power, and the fon 
as the perſon to whom it is given. This ſeems 
to be the true ſcriptural account of this paſſage, 
about which there have been ſo many angry dic- 
putes, but concerning which you, and every a 
muſt judge for himſelf. 

The other text you mention, (2 Cor. Aab, 14. 
is no more than a ſolemn wiſh of the apoſtle Paul, 
that the favour of Chriſt, the love of God, and the 
B 3 communion 
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cominunion of the holy ſpirit, or joint partaking 
in the divine aſſiſtance, might be and continue 
with the Corinthians. But I refer you to every 
thing relating to this text, fairly diſcuſſed in the 
APPEALS before mentioned. 
As to any doxology, or the aſcribing of glory to 
the perſon of the holy ſpirit, it is not even pre- 
tended, by learned men, that one inſtance of it 
can be produced from ſcripture. The new Teſ- 
tament lies open before you, and you may ſee 
with your own eyes, whether the common church- 
doxology be there or not, — Glory be to the Father, 
and to the ſon, and to the holy ghoſt, The ſcrip- 
ture-doxologies are to this effect: Glory to God 
through Jeſus Chrift.— Bleſſing, &c. be unto him 
that ſitteth upon the throne, (viz, the one ſupreme 
God) and unto the lamb,. (that is, God's holy 
and innocent creature, and great inſtrument em- 
ployed: by him, for the falvation of mankind,) for 
ever and ever, (Rom. xvi. 27. Rev. v. 13.) 
Again; with reſpect to the worſhip of Father, 
ſon, and holy ſpirit, as being one God, it is a 
notoxious fact, not to be overthrown, by all the 
ſubtle inventions of learned men through the 
Whole chriſtian world, that this form of worſhip 
is ſo far from being commanded, or authoriſed by 
the ſacred writers, that the worſhip required in 
the ſcriptures is abſolutely inconſiſtent with it; the 
one ſupreme God, who is generally deſcribed by 
the 


( 19 ) 
the character of Father, being conſtantly ſet forth, 
as the only object to whom all religious invoca- 
tion ſhould be directed. Nothing is more eaſy 
than for you, or for any other common chriſtian, 
to determine this plain queſtion, whether the 
worſhip of three perions and one God, be in the 
new Teſtament, which you have in your —_— 
* whether it be not. 

' ATHANASIAN. To ſpeak. ene your 
obſervations upon this article of religious worſhip 
appear to me of conſiderable weight. If the 
matter of fact be as you have repreſented it, (and 
you very fairly refer me to the ſcripture itſelf, for 
my complete fatisfation,) I ſhall. be obliged to 
give up the athanaſtan worſhip, as what cannot 
be defended by the word of God. | 
But as worſhip is paid to Chriſt in ſcripture, and 
glory is expreſsly aſcribed to him, is not this a very 
ſtrong and concluſive argument, that Chriſt is 
equally divine, or one God, with the Father ? 

UNITARIAN. My good friend, as you begin 
to ſee ſome light and evidence, which you had 
not obſerved before, I ſhall take a particular plea- 
ſure in employing my beſt endeavours to give you 
every poſſible ſatisfaction upon this important arti- 
cle of religious worſhip. The argument uſually 
_urged, by learned men, to prove Chriſt's ſupreme 
divinity, is clearly and ſolidly anſwered, by the 
plain ſeripture account of the honour and wor- 

ſhip 
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ſhip which is to be paid to him, and which ſurely 
will be found to be very thort of divind worſhip. 
From ſcripture then we learn, that we muſt honowr 
the fon, becauſe the Father hath committad all 
judgment wnto him; (John v. 22, 23.) that we 
muſt confeſs Chriſt to be lord, to the glory of God 
the Father, i. e. acknowledge his high authority 
from God. (Philip ii. 10, 11.) 

More particularly in the Revelation, (eh. v.) 
where, in an heavenly viſion exhibited: before the 
apoſtle John, our lord is emblematically deſcribed 
as a lamb, receiving honours and worſhip. . Be 
pleaſed; however, to obſerve, that the ground of 
theſe honours and worſhip, was not, his being 
God, equal to the Father; was not, becauſe he 
was employed by God as an inferior inſtrument in 
the creation of the world; but becauſe he was 
thought worthy to receive this tribute of bleſſing 
and praiſe, as a reward for his faithful attachment 
to the cauſe of God, and his willing ſufferings 
in confirming the truth of the goſpel, for the 
benefit of mankind. But this worſhip paid to 
this lamb. that was -ſlain, (7. e. to a creature, 
and to a mortal creature, capable of dying,) 
cannot be divine worſhip; the worſhip to be 
paid to God, cannot be conſtrued into an in- 
vocation of the holy Jeſus in prayer; eſpecially: 
when there is no command in the ſcriptures for 
it, given by- Chriſt himſelf, or, by almighty God: 

but 
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but it muſt be, that worſhip, reverence, and re- 


ey - ſpect which we pay to fellow- creatures, our fu- 


periors in worth and excellence; worſhip pro- | 
portionate to the highly virtuous and pjous cha- 
racter of the bleſſed Jeſus, and his benevolence 
towards us, whenever we think or ſpeak of him; 
but not 'to make him rb n my praying 
to him. | 
ATHANASIAN. My good Oy it * not 

become a ſincere chriſtian to withſtand the evi- 
dence you have, I think, fairly produced from the 
word of God. The objection I made, is ſatisfac- 
torily anſwered, more eſpecially that in the fifth 
chapter of the Revelation ; and [ really wonder at 
myſelf, and many others, mo have not been ſo 
convinced before. | 
 Unrrarian. My dear chriſtian friend, we 
i to make great allowances for each other's 
infirmities, miſtakes, and prejudices, naturally 
ariſing from various cauſes. Nothing is more 
common in human life, than even for thinking 
perſons to receive information about things ſeem- 
ingly plain and obvious, and which may have 
eſcaped their notice. But the readineſs you ſhew 
to ſubmit to evidence, when fairly laid before 
you, upon religious ſubjects, proceeds from an 
excellent temper of mind, which naturally quali- 
fies you to receive the truth, as it is in. Jeſus, 

| As 
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As you freely grant that the athanaſian forms of 
worſhip muſt be given up, if the fact be, as I have 
ſtated it; I am willing to put the whole cauſe 
upon this ſhort and important iſſue. If, upon 
inquiry, you can point out, by any one plain in- 
ſtance or precept in ſcripture, that it is the duty 
of chriſtians to worſhip: Chriſt and the holy ſpirit, 
as being each of them God; and three perſons as 
one God, in prayer, or praiſe : I ſhall then freely 
acknowledge myſelf to be in a religious error, and 
{hall think myſelf obliged to return to the church- 
worſhip, which I have carefully avoided ſince the 
time of my conviction, On the other hand, if 
you cannot point out any ſuch worſhip, in the 
fcriptures, you will judge yourſelf obliged, by your 
own confeſſion, to adhere to ſcripture- ſorms of 
worſhip, notwithſtanding the authority of even 
Wiſe and learned men; it being an expreſs duty 
required of Chriſt's diſciples, to obey God rather 


than man. 
Loet it be obſerved, that this argument, So 
from the conſideration of the term & w * is 


adapted to all capacities, and abſolutely Jemoliſhes 
the athanaſian doctrine, with reſpect to the worſhip 
of the holy ſpirit; it being impoſible to conceive 
that this holy ſpirit, who is ſuppoſed: by the atha- 
naſians to be of equal dignity with God, the Father, 
mould never have one prayer directed to bim, ſhould 
ä | have 
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have n glory aſcribed to him in the writings of 
che apoſtles, from whom alone we can receive a 
faithful account of the chriftian diſpenſation. 
Again; ho is it poſſible to imagine that it was 
the deſign-of the ſacred writers, to fix, in the mind 
of chriſtians; the belief of Father, ſon, and holy 
ſpirit being three perſons and one God, as they 
Have left us no example of any ſort of wor- 
ſhip directed to three perſons and one God t If 
this had been a fundamental doctrine of the goſh 
pel, we fhould not only have had it plainly and 
frequently expreſſed, but likewiſe ſolemn prayers 
| and praiſes would have been addreſſed to God, 
under the character of three co-equal perſons 3 
otherwiſe, the apoſtles themſelves have left us in 
the dark with regard to an eſſential part of chriſ- 
tian worſhip.. Can it enter into the heart of any 
ſerious chriſtian to believe in earneſt, that it is 
neceſſary to ſalvation to conceive of God, as a 
being conſiſting of three perſons, (as is pro- 
fanely and abſurdly maintained in the athanaſian 
creed, which ought to be baniſhed from the ſer- 
vice of all chriſtian ſocieties) when the apoſtles 
themſelves have never made it the duty of chriſ- 
tians to offer up prayers and. praiſes to God, 
under the athanaſian character: but in all the 
examples of worſhip recorded in ſeripture, als 
mighty God is always addreſſed, as one ſupreme 
intelligent agent, one God and Father of all? 
| This 


— 
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This eſſential failure in the athanaſian cauſe has, 
I find, driven ſome of its learned defenders into 
this palpable abſurdity, that when we pray to 
God, under the character of Father, the word 
Father denotes Father, ſon, and holy ſpirit ; 
which demonſtrates the falſchood of the cauſe 
they are labouring to ſupport : it being extremely 
clear from hence, that they cannot produce one 
inſtance of worſhip to three perſons and one God. 
Otherwiſe, men of ſenſe and learning would not 
have recourſe to ſuch an expedient, as hath, no 
other tendency, than to turn the. ſcripture into 
ridicule, and expoſe it to. the ſcoffs of profane 
n ſceptical men. 

' ATHANASIAN. I freely low the ai im- 
portance of this plain matter of fact, drawn from 
the article of religious worſhip. But I would 
juſt take notice of a text, that ſeems to imply the 
doctrine of a trinity in unity, though no inſtance 


of worſhip paid to ſuch a being appears in ſcrip- 


ture. There are three that bear record in heaven, 
the Father, the word, and the ſpirit ; and me 
three are one, (1 John v. 9.) | 
Un1TARIAN. Ever fince I became e | 
with this ſubject, it has been matter of ſerious 
lamentation to me, that common chriſtians. have 
been ſo much impoſed upon by the ſound of this 
famous text, which, if written by the apoſtle John, 
is nothing to the purpoſe, the ſenſe of it being evi- 
dently 
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dently this 3 that theſe three are one, as agreeing 
in the ame teſtimony. But it is a matter of fact, 
well known to the learned, that it is a ſpurious, 
interpblated text, and has been given up, as ſuch, 
by ſome athanaſtan writers; and conſequently, 
this text ought not to be read in churches, as the 
word of God. You may ſee every thing relating 
to it faithfully repreſented, in Sir Iſaac Newton's 
Letter to Mr. Le Clere; in the Defence of the 
Appeal to Common Senſe, printed in octavo, 
1760, p. 431; and in Mr. Lindſey's Apolegy, 

F 
 ATHANASIAN«- Without entering into the 
merits of this queſtion, for which I am not qua- 
lified; ; if ſome learned profeſſors of the trinity in 
unity have given up this text, as not written by 
den TT John *,4t muſt be allowed that no ſtreſs 
C l "ſhould 
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* Athanaſius bimſelf never referred to this text, (Trin, 
Controve: fy reviewed, p · 447+) Eraſmus inſiſted that it was 
in no ancient manuſcripts, and had never been cited by thoſe 
fathers, who had diſputed the moſt againſt the arians, as Atha- 
naſius, Cyril, and Hilary, (Jortin's Life of Eraſmus, | v. 1s 
p. 345.) Luther and Bullinger omitted it in their german tran- 
Nations of the bible. (Lindſey's $ Apology, p. 99.) Even « in 
« the" firft engliſh bibles after the reformation, in the time of, 
« "Henry viii. and Edward vi. it was printed 1 in a different cha- 
« rafter, to ſignify its being wanting in the original, which diſ. 
« tinction came afterwards to be negleRed.” (Clarke's Scripts 
Do, 3d edit, "Iu 232.) Dr. Wall ys, „This vetſe is in no 
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would be laid. upon. ſo controverted a: paſlzges 
Hut aſter all the conceſſions I haue made, yegardr; 
ing the article of worſhip, are there not, in ſerip- 
ture, ſeveral, high. titles and attributes aſcribed ta 
an * * ah 1 have 3 


« greek manuſcript, nor was in x the bibles of 1 ancient chat 
« tians; nor ever mate uſe of by them in their diſputes With 


© the arjans, Mill has fo defended it, that he wha thouglit it 


„ gepgine before, will now conclude it · to be jnterpolated - by 
tome latin ſcribe. firſt. “ (Trin. controverſy reviewed, p. 448.) 
Br. Bentley in his famous lecture at Cambridge, when he ſtood 
candidate for the chair of regius profeſſor of divinity, intizely 


wie vp [this text, and publicly. proved it to he ſpurious 


(Git, Mewoirs of Nr. Clarke, p.10 Dr. Waterland,.on 


being aſked whether Dr. Bentley's arguments did not convines 
Him, replied, —* No, for he was convinced before.“ Nor docs 
the doctor, I think, ever c uote that text as genuine in any of his 
wtitings: Which, ſays Whiſton, in fo . zealous and Warm a 
txinitarian, deſerves to be taken nptice of as a ſingular inſtance of 
honeſty and impartiality, (ibid. and Sykes's Connexion, p. 271.) 
Dr. Sykes Owns that he vehemently ſuſpects it.“ (External 
Peace of the church, P+-18.). and elſewhere, that (d this, text, 1s 
4 t proyed ſpyrigus,. if i it be poſliþle for any pail age to, be proved, 
& lo, E (Modeſt plea, p. 15 Dr. Jortin calls it. A ſpurious 
6 x2 which is ſtill weintsiged in hold defiance to the fulleſ} | 
4 and cleareſt gvigence againſt l.“ (Remarks on E. H. V. ii, 
F. 100 Dr. Raydolph., 6 has not quoted. i it in his vindication 
T of the docktjne of the \txinizy, in anſwer to the, eſſay on. ſpirit, 
« though be has calleffed the moſt, conſiderable texts that are, 
4 yſually alledged to, prove. the athanaſian bl M 
Cagiroverſ reviewed, p. 448 . 

Notwin ſtanding,theſc, and a great pumber. of other ane 


nies, Mr, Travis has addrefſef {gyeral letjers io Mr * ede 
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defence of the adthenticity o this / text, ſo lately as) 1984; He 
has howeyer been very properly and ably reproved in lows 
remarks publiſhed. in „ Commentaries and Eſlays,” v. 15 
p. 511-539. From Whende we may finally cönclude, in the 
Horde of Br. Jortin that 4 At preſertt, this paſſagt and all that 
relates to iti heben ſo fully difcuffcel; that none, except 
« ſtubborn and perverſe people, pretend to deny, that the 
« beevenly winde. bak an interpolation.” (iſe of Eraſmus, 
v. ii. p. 103.) 
ME. Porſbuf flow of Trinity college Cembaddgx, Hts 
only proved the ſyuriouſntſi ofa bin text, Without leaving any 

robability of any, further vindication or reply, in his late very 
Lane and very ſatisfaQtory Letters to Mr. Archdeacon Travis, 5 in 
V auer to bis defence of the three heavenly witneſſes, Bvo, 1 790. 
When Job Bin-Sototnon, rhe Africitt prince, (Wie wits 
anaſter of th&-Atabic, aud had acquitæd a cem etem knowledge 
of the Engliſh language) was in England, about fiſty years ago, 
and was aſked, after reading the new Teſtament, if he found 
turee Gods thete : he — * Need. ONE CREA'T _ 
2 un aανοα r οοõẽ¶U GOD.” 94 

0 It is vlfo obſerved; by ——__ lived. ver 3 
With the Indians of North, America, ©, The great article the 
* they-ſiek myſt at, is; this, they exclaim! againſt . the fuppo- 
* ſition, that the divine word way ſhat up for nine months. in the 
imb of a woman; gd lay, chat ĩt is a Thing unheard o, 
that i for cke expyjation of Adam's ſin, God ſhould put God iÞ 
desth to ſatisfy himſell; jor rat the hence of therworld ſhould 
2 ear brought about by the incarnation of God, and his ſhameful 

C g 6 death, 
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he would be ſurpriſed to find: that ſuch a doctrine 


and worſhip ever prevailed in the chriſtian world. 


But, (to give a direct anſwer, to your objection, 
drawn from the high titles and attributes aſcrjbed 
to the ſon and holy ſpirit) it is no wonder that | 
great things are aſcribed to Chriſt, and to the ope- 
ration of the ſpirit or power of God, ſince they are 
frequently concerned in, or connected with, the 
grand work of man's ſal vation. But, the ſacred wri- 
ters have taken all imaginable care to ſecure the ſu- 
premacy of the one God and F. ather of all, when 
they ſpeak in the higheſt ſtrain-of the one mediator, 


the man Chriſt Jeſus, and the holy ſpirit the com- 
forter. With reſpect to the title of God, in ſome 


few paſlages aſcribed. to our bleſſed lord, it is ex- 
tremely plain, from the old and new Teſtament, 
that ſuch title is ſometimes uſed in an inferior ſenſe; 


Moſes, magiſtrates and angels being ſtiled gads, 
cConſiſtently with the acknowledgment of the ſu- 


— God; ee REN eee to 


« death, aan cem that beste ought not to be eth by 
& any law, or put under a neceſſity of approving what it does 
« not comprehend 5 and, in fine, that what toe call an article of 
4 faith, is an intoxicating potion to make reaſon reel and ſtagger 
« gut of its way; for as much as the pretended faith may ſup- 
« port lies, as well as truth, if we underſtand by it a readineſs 
« to believe, without diving to the bottom of things.“ La 


Hontonis New Voyage to North America, v. ii. cited i in ga. 
dales True Dea the N. T. . p: 360. 
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y röntends for the” — 
a0 rer ir (ht . 38.) But, fe 
is ſufficient" fbr / preſertt tb; hexe In 
geherdl] trat went this, anale eter td 
attributes alcribetf tö Chrfft, (for the bay optic 
fever ekptefily fried Gtud;-oP Lord,) Are cet 
togettter, ut pretenteck to the rede with af 
pofbre adVabtige; wife -is- ffegderttty done by 
aünzftän Writers; or lot” Hiinfklf, amd Nis 
2 have aſſured us, in the chit ſofemint 
mmer, Hat hes (iz. Chtift)" Aktive his 
being; High thiess and attributes frotr God "this 
Fatlier; that Gel adbaeed him to high dige 
ati# Honour, upbf att of hits perfect rights 
due; ant? obetkerde utits death: (ee Philips 
f. 8, q; &c:) and chat the whole eee to lle 
glory o God, the Father; 

© This plain and ſolemn ben teck overs 
throws'the argument uftiaily draw frown the moſf | 
poripolis tecital” of our lords high” titles ad 
attributes: it being abſolutely itiipoſlible that the 
faprettie'God ſhöuld haue any thing given him by 
ay being wytiatever. For, according to” the un- 
anſwerable dectaratlon of the apoſtie Paul; P36 
hath N EN t# him (viz; God,). and it hi by 
Hetthnfthited u0 him? För of ini and through vn, 
| * n ant all thing,; th b be gary for 

ct (Rom. ii. 35, 36.) From whence: it 
C 3 follows, 


| (#3 

follows, with demonſtrative evidence, t that Chriſt, 
who was given by almighty. God, who received. his, 
all from God, is a perſon, in his moſt exalted ſtate, 
inferior to the one ſupreme God and F. ather of all, 
And the argument holds ſtill ſtronger with regard 
to the holy ſpirit. which. was beſtowed and ſent 
b from heaven, according to Chriſt's promiſe, and 
the commiſſion he had received from his God and 
F ather, to furniſh the apoſtles with, extraordinary 
gifts, and to render them ie for their im- 
portant work. be 

| Add to this, that there 05 in then new Tela. 


wherein Chriſ is declared to * inferior to j 
mighty God. The expreſſions. relating to this 


point are plain and clear, incapable of any other 
ſenſe, without violence and diſtortion. On the 


5 other hand, there is only the ſound of one text, 


which ſeems to ſet forth Chriſt's equality with 
the F ather, and the ſound, is intirely awing to a 
falſe tranſlation (viz. Philip. i ii. 6.) Nba being 
in the form of God, thought it nat robbery to be 
equal with Ged ; the words ſhould be rendered 
thus, who being i in | the form of Cod, (i. e. endowed 
with divine powers) was not eagerly deſirous to be 
like unta Ged; 3 (i. e. to diſplay thaſe powers.) 
Be pleaſed ta read the eleventh verſe, and then 

Fejeqmines, by the principles of common ſenſe, 
5 * whether 


't 
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whether a perſon equal to the ſupreme God, can 
be raiſed. to higher dignity than he was before? 

Again; what denionſtrates the falſehood of hs 
athagaſan doctrine, beyond a poſſibility. of doubt 
is, that there are about forty; paſſages, wherein the 
three perſons of the trinity are-mentioned together, 
who are ſometimes tiled the Father, ſan, and holy 
ſpirit ;, or, the Father, the ſon, and the ſpirit == 
the living God, Chriſt, the ſpirit ; God, the ſon of 
| Ged, the holy fſoirit od, the lord, the ſpirit: 

but-not, one. paſſage appears, where the Father, 
the-ſon, and the holy ſpirit, are ſaid to be the one 
God; as determined by the athanaſian creed. On 
the, other hand, the Father is called God, the living 
, God, and ſometimes the one God, expreſsly diſtin, 
guiihed from the ſon and holy ſpirit. You muſt, 
in this place, either give up the plain declarations 
of ſcripture, or the athanaſian doctrine, they be- 
ing, when fairly compared together, n 
inoonſiſtent with each other. | | 

I will conclude with a plain ſcripture fact, re re- 
lating to the character of the ſupreme God. 
There are in the new Teſtament four hundred 
and forty one paſſages, wherein God, the Father, 
is ſtiled the one, or only God, or God abfolutely by 
way of eminence and ſupremacy; or God with 
ſome peculiar high titles, epithets, or attributes; 
Upon the whole, the ſacred writers have taken all 


imaginable care to maintain the ſupremacy of the 
* ; one' ” 


tn) 


cke Rar; of” alli ue iH nber a, u 
through alli and in ur all; it pfoceeding tHEray 


om his boundleſs love ard mercy, that rd 
uus appointed to teach his mind and wilt to rita 
kind, and that He Veltbwed His fpirit, or extracra 
nat y power, upon him för that purpbſe. 331851 
\ ATHANNSTIRN. I heattily thankyou, my god 
frtend; for the pains your have taken to fet* His. 
Night on nn point) I eannbt Help 46> 
knowledꝝing trat you procbec im a ratio way, 
and that your argumerts ſeem ſuftly drawit fr 
{ipture; interpreted by reaſon· If there he ſũen 
& number of texts in the new Teſtartiertt; cxariy 


ſetting” forth the fenſe you have cortended for, 
under the three laſt heads of ycur difcourfe, the 


_ affilinaſiart cauſe is certainly deindliſhed; Surely 
i muſt have coſt” you a vaſt deal of time ant 
Rhbur to collect ſuch a number of texts, and 
range them: in proper order. I am determinecꝭ ti 
give the new Teſtament a ferious review, and to 
tale particular notice of all thoſe paffages, chat 
refer to God the Father, the ſon, and the holy 
Pirit: And if upon ſuch impartiat examinatfon, 

. L falk be able to make, I find your facts tHily 
keptefthted; and your reafoning contlufive; I Halt 
Mir it y duty to profeſs my convickom, thougi 
ie ld contradict the practlee amd ferttiments of 
wiſe and leatned men, whoſe aatttorlty, I on, 
has hitherto had tot much influence on my mind 
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 UnrTartan. My dear chriſtian friend, your 
refalution is wiſe and good. Nothing is of greater 
conſequence, in the grand buſineſs of religion, 
than that every perſon, to whom God has given 
common ſenſe and reaſon, ſhould judge and deter- 
mine for himſelf, in all points, wherein his duty 


is concerned, I have the particular ſatisfaction to 


reflect, that the more carefully you examine the 
ſubject of our debate, the ſtronger conviction you 
will receive of the truth of the ſcripture facts, I 
haye faithfully ſet forth. And, as to the reaſoning 
part, it is certainly founded on the principles of 
common ſenſe, which is the beſt method of inter- 
preting ſcripture; or for what end was our rea- 
ſon given to us? or how can it be better em- 
ployed, than in exploring the revelation of God? 
Wich reſpect to the authority of wiſe and 
learned men, and the argument drawn from the 
eſtabliſhed liturgyz I find, upon inquiry, that 
many wiſe; learned, and good men; and ſome, 
whoſe judgment, upon any queſtion, is of more 
value than that of thouſands, have embraced the 
unitarian doctrine: and, what deſerves particular 
notice, ſome of them, who had been educated in 
the uſual athanaſian ſcheme, afterwards profeſſed 
the right opinion of God, and his-holy worſhip, 
in oppoſition to their worldly intereſt ; and eyen, 
ſince. the reformation, ſuffered ' e, Ins 
on and death, | . 


Tue 


Io whe? — — ˖—]·ʒꝛ + 
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The memory; of our firſt reformers, tight, 
without! doubt, ts be held in very high eſteem; 
upon account of what they did and ſufferæd, in the 
plorious work of freeing religion from the 46d 
cbrruptions of popery: but certain it is, that they 
did not ſuffleiently examine the groſs opinion of 
Uiree perſons in one God. They too readily 
took for granted, what had been ſettled and detet- 
mined by the fathers and councifs of the fourth 
and fifth centuries; after tlie tiine of Chriſt; when 
perſons, acquainted with church: Niftory; afflire 


us, the unity of God, in the plattrandliteral ſenſes 


was firſt corrupted :* an that à fuperſtitious dete 


ration of reficks; and the invocation of IM an 


mediately foflowed the corruption. 
Fo ſpeak my mind freely, it is GA 
of ſeribus lamentatlony that ſuch a groſs corrup- 
tion in the” pure religion of the holy Feſlis; ard 
which" lald the fbundation of the grand àpoſtacy, 
Ras not been long ago bamſhed ftom the church 
bf England; which, in the off foltmitt'matitier, 
proftſſeth the feripture as the only rult” of Faith 
And practice; and, that'nothing ffiould be impoſcd 
vn the corſclences of tien, but what is Wartatited 
bythe wordt o bd. It is welt Kndwyn, that cht 
very füdject was recommended to tlie cbtfldert- 
cdon of the: moff etmittent perſons in church cat 
Kite, about eigtity years agoß By tive very Learned 
1 * eminent divines, viz. Mr. Wärter, 15 
his 


(+) 
his Promitive Gbriflianity.revie.d, and Dr. Clarke, 
in his Scriptute Deering of ;the Trinity. The 
latter I procured, and was there completely furs 
niſned with all the texts relating to the doctrine 
of the trinity, reduced under proper heads: and 
bow any chriſtian ean withſtand the evidence 
ariſing from ſuch a number of texts, (vis. bse 
kundred' and fifty-ane,): is to me aſtoniſſling. 
Again; there was à particular application made 
io the governing powers in the juſtly famous 
Free and candid Diſquiſiciont, about forty. years 
in order to get the liturgy reformed, according to 
the ſtandarq of the ſeripture: hut nothing has yet 
heen attempted in that glorious (cauſe. And, in 
the year 47 5a, appliention was made to parliament 
for xelief from ſuhſcription to human articles of 
kaligious faitk ani doctrine: ſince which, ſeveral 
aß the clergy of the aſtabliſhed church have re- 
ſigned their +preferments and miniſtry therein, 
rather thas continue to officiate, in the public 
ſsxvies againſt their conſciences ; while many, 
many more, remain behind, groaning and op- 
Rreſſed hy their conformity, being yet unable 
wholly to · withdram themſelves. Notwithſtanding: 
high, the ſame corrupt ſorms are ſtill kept up in 
the midſt: al light auchk nowledge; and, therefore, 
o mmon chriſtians are, with the highaſt reaſon, 
Giled-upon tocexamine, judge, determine, profeſs, 
21 8 and 
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and proteſt ;—to diſregard all public authority, 
when it ſtands in competition with the expreſs | 
SEEGER of Chriſt and his apoſtles, '' 
We are daily praying to our heavenly Father 
that his name may be hallowed, that is, that he 
may be worſhipped and adored, as the ſupreme 
and only object of the higheſt reverence and love 
of all rational creatures; and yet, at the ſame 
time, we obſtinately continue in ſuch falſe wor- 
ſhip as eclipſes his ſupreme honour and glory, in 
expreſs contradiction to his holy word. We are 
conſtantly interceding with almighty God, for 
the good eſtate of the catholic church, or, that 
the church of Chriſt may be- univerſal; that it 
may be ſo guided and governed by his good ſpirit, 
that all who profeſs and call themſelves chriſtians, 
may be led into the way of truth ; and, at the ſame 
time, we ſeem determined to hold faſt important 
errors regarding God and his holy worſhip, not- 
withſtanding the ſtrongeſt and cleareſt light. Upon 
fome occaſions, more eſpecially. in one of the col- 
lets for Good-Friday, we earneſtly pray for the 
_ converſion of jews, turks, and infidels, and at the 
end of the very fame collect, we inconſiſtently 
keep up a religious practice, that is one of the 
greateſt obſtacles to their converſion. For it is 
extremely evident, by all accounts, that neither 
jews, nor mahometans, who are believers of one 
* God, can be converted whilſt they are 
| —_ 


ts.) 


taught to think, that the doctrine of three d 
in one God, and the worſhip practiſed in conſe- 
quence of it, are eſſential parts of the chriſtian 
religion. This can be deemed little leſs than a 
folemn mockery of the almighty, unleſs we em- 
ploy our ſincere endeavours to effect whatever 
we pray for; and, I am afraid, will finally demon- 

ftrate the inſincerity of this church and nation, if 

no alterations can be obtained from the governing 
| 1 * 3 

Since my ee 1 have been naturally led 
to reflect on the lamentable ſtate of mankind, in 
. ages and countries, with reſpect to the 
knowledge of the one true God. Not a great 
many years after the flood, whereby the imme- 
diate power of the almighty creator was ſo re- 
markably diſplayed, there was a general revolt of 
the nations of the earth into a ſtate of groſs idola- 
try: upon which account, almighty God choſe 


2 particular people, for the glorious purpoſe 


of keeping up the knowledge and worſhip of 
himſelf; as this grand principle of all reli- 
gion, though eſtabliſhed by demonſtrative evi- 
dence in the works of creation, would have been 
certainly loſt, without an extraordinary revela- 
tion. And even this choſen people, the hiſtory 
of the old Teſtament faithfully informs us, fre- 
quently fell into idolatry, before the Babyloniſh 
captivity, and very ſeldom continued any conſi- 
derable time in a ſteady obedience to the Lord 


D their 
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their God, And, happy had it been for: the 
chriſtian world, if they themſelves had never de- 
parted from the plain and fundamental article of 
all true religion, viz. the unity of God, ſo fre- 
quently inculcated in ſcripture. Moſes, the jew- 
Hh law-giver, delivers this important truth in the 
moſt ſolemn manner. Hear, O Iſrael ! the Lord 
aur God, is ane Lord. (Deut. vi. 4.) And our 
lord when he was aſked by one of the ſcribes— 
which was the firſt commandment of all ? confirms 
the ſame doarine. by his expreſs. authority: Jeſus 
anſwered him, the firſt of all the commandments is, 
Hear, © Ijfrael! the Lord cur God is one Lord. 
(Mark xii. 28 and 29.) And that this one God, 
is the Father only, expreſsly diſtinguiſhed from 
the ſon and holy ſpirit, is as plainly and ſtrongly 
declared by Chrift and his diſciples, as _it-is poſſible 
for words to ſet it forth. Yet, in oppoſition to the 
authority of both, who derived their commiſſion 
from God, it was determined by fallible and pre- 
fumptuous. mortals, between four and five hun- 
dred years after Chriſt, that there are three ſu- 
preme Gods, and, at the ſame time, that theſe 
three fupreme Gods, are one God: and whoever 
will not believe this groſs nonſenſe, and impious 
contradiction, is doomed to eternal torments *. 
1 In 


* The creed of the athanaſian chriſtian is very accuratel 
deſcribed by lord Bacon, one of the wiſeſt and greateſt men this 
country ever produced. (See his Works, 410, vol. iii. p. 129.) 
12 He 
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In conſequence of this abſurd doctrine, it was 
- decreed, that it is the duty of chriſtians to wor- 
ſhip God, under the character of three co-equal 
perſons, without even the leaſt colour of evidence 
taken from ſcripture. If this be not. ſuch a de- 
parture from God and his. holy worſhip, as calls 
aloud for a reformation, I muſt deſpair of under- 
ſtanding the plaineft caſe in matters of religion. 
But, whether the governing powers will regartl 
their duty in this grand affair, or whether they 
will not, every particular perſon, who has gained 
right notions of God and his holy-worſhip, is 
indiſpenſibly obliged to profeſs and practiſe in ex- 
adac conformity to the ſolemn determination of 
Chriſt and his apoſtles, without regarding any 
worldly inconveniences that may ariſe from the 
rejection of falſe notions and unfcriptural wor- 


I. «© He believes,” * his lordſhip, « three to be one ad one to 
'« be three; a father not to be older than his fon ; a ſon to be 
equal with his father; and one proceeding from both to be 
equal to both; as believing three perſons in one nature; and 

« two natures in one perſon, 

He believes a virgin to be the mother of a "In and that 
; «© very ſon of hers to be her maker, He believes bim to have 
: « been ſhut up in à narrow cell, whom heaven and earth could 
ei not contain, He believes Bim to have been born in time, 
ho was, and is from everlaſting. He believes him to have 
been a weak child, and carried in arms, who is almighty; and 

11 him once to have died who alone has life and immortality.” 
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ſhip . This is an effential character of mit 
diſciples, and required, as an expreſs condition, 
by our lord himſelf. ¶hoſoever » ſhall be aſhamed 
„F me, and of my words, of him ſhall the ſon of man 
he aſhamed, when he ſhall come in his own glory, 
and in his Father's, and ef the holy _ 
{Luke ix. 26.) 

But, let it be always W and deeply 
fixed in our hearts, that right notions of God, and 
bis holy worſhip, were not intended to amuſe our 
minds with empty ſpeculations; but, to eſtabliſh 
a rational. correſpondence between God and our 
own minds, that we may be effectually influenced 
to reduce to practice, the pure and holy laws af 
Jeſus Chriſt. If we have gained better, and 
more rational ſentiments of religion than we had 
before, we are called. upon, hy ſtill ſtronger ob- 
ligations, to let aur light ſo ſhine before men, that 
they may glorify our Father, who is in heaven. 
Do we ſee by a lively faith, the one ſupreme God, 
in his real character, as a Being of all poſſible 
perfection, more eſpecially juſtice, mercy, love, 


For forms of public prayer for the uſe of unitarian chriſtiang 
conſult © The Book of Common Prayer, reformed,” uſed in the 
unitarian chapel in Eſſex-ſtreet, London; and Dr, Prieſtley” 8 
very late, and very excellent ( Forms of Prayer and ather Officer, 
« for the uſe of unitarian Hcleties;“ both printed for J. John- 

| ſon, No, 72, St. Paul's Church- yard, Alſo Forms of prayer, for 
the uſe 1 a congregation of proteftant difenters in Mancheſter, 178g. 


goodneſs, 
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goodneſs, and every valuable excellerice that 
can attract a reaſonable affection! We: are then 
certainly required to love this glorious and amia- 
ble Being, with all our. heart, with all our mind, 
and with all our ſtrength z to prefer his favour, 
before every intereſt of this mortal ſtate, as. being 
really better than life itſelf ; to raiſe aur. minds 
above every corrupt appetite, and paſſion; and, 
to take all poſſible pains to adorn. our lives and 
actions, with the excellent qualificatians of piety, 
righteouſneſs, charity, ſobriety, patience, purity 
and holineſs, which Chrift and his apoſtles have 
folemnly inculcated, as the neceſſary terms and 


Conditions of gaining eternal life. On the other 


hand; very ſevere threatenings, namely, exclu- 
ſion from the kingdom of heaven, and a ſtate of 
great and laſting miſery, are denounced againſt all 
wilful ſinners, who continue ſuch without ſincere 
amendment and reformation, demonſtrated by an 
uniform courſe of univerſal righteouſneſs, to as 
end of their lives. 

ATHANASIAN, My good friend, though you 
are very zealous in this important cauſe, yet your 
zeal is conducted by reaſon and knowledge, 
Party- zealots, in the midſt of their ſolicitous con- 
cern to ſettle opinions and religious practices, are 
too apt to forget, or diſregard the chriſtian obli- 
gations to univerſal charity and holineſs of life. 
J am really convinced, that what you have ſaid, 
4 D 3 highly 
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highly deſerves the ſerious conſideration of all 
thoſe who - profeſs themſelves diſciples of Jeſus 
Chriſt, and, in earneſt,” believe the divine autho- 
rity of the holy ſcriptures.” I hope to make a pro- 
per uſe of. this. religious. conference, and to a& 
ſuch. a part, in. conſequence: of it, as will be ac- 
cepted at that ſolemn time, when. God. ſhall Judge 
the ſecrets. of men by Jeſus Chriſt. _ 

 UniTARIAN.. I ſincerely rejoice,, my 4 
chriſtian friend, that you are become a Berean, 
an inquirer for yourſelf, and reſolved to ſearch 
the ſcripture with an. unprejudiced mind; which 
excellent temper will, I make no doubt, lead you 
to a rational ſatisfaction upon. this, and other reli- 
gious ſubjects. And may the bleflings of the one 


ſupreme God, and Father of * attend yous lin- 
Tere diſquiſitions. 321 0 | a 3 
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EUGENIUS no a : 
F 4 
— It is now, ay deer friend, ſome 
few years ſince we held that conference which 
was occaſioned by your diſreſpectful behaviour, 
as I then conceived of it, during ſome parts of 
the public ſervice of the eſtabliſhed church. The 
good temper which we preſerved in that conver- 
ſation, and the earneſt deſire after truth, which 
equally prevailed” in both of us, have been the 
occaſion, ſince that time, of many pleaſing re- 
flections. And as I ſhall,” I truſt, never ceaſe to 
intereſt myſelf in the happineſs of my fellow- 
ereatures; I will never ceaſe to pray to almighty 
_ God, that the fame love of truth, and the fame 
eandid and charitable temper, may univerſally 
prevail: among all the different denominations of 
ehriſtians ; being fally - perſuaded that until we 
ean agree to entertain different opinions upon 
religious ſubjects, with perfect harmony and dove, 
we ſhalt never diſcover the woe! or be capable 
of receiving it. * — 


— 
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THEoPHILUS. Theſe ſentiments, with which 
our converſation is now renewed, and which have 
preſerved the recollection of our former conference 
with ſo much pleaſure in your memory, are no 
leſs the ſentiments of my heart, than they are of 
yours. My affection for you, as my friend, never 
ſuffered the leaſt diminution on account of the 
differences of opinion which, at any time, ſub- 
ſiſted between us. The progreſs of our judge- 
ment is gradual; and the meaſure of our con- 
viction cannot be foreknown by us. Serious 


inquiry into ſerious ſubjects, is our duty; but 


the reſult of ſuch inquiries is not within our com- 
mand. | . I 75 8 1 
Euszxrws. The controverſy in which we 
were before engaged, began in the different opi- 


nions we entertained of the perſon of Chriſt. The 


ſyſtem which I ſupported was very properly diſ- 
criminated by the name of “ athanaſian, by which 
appellation I was then diſtinguiſhed. Our debate, 


as you well know, concluded, on my part, with 


ſome very ample conceſſions reſpecting the obliga- 
tion and neceſſity of religious inquiry, and with 


my hearty and voluntary promiſe. to read, think, 


and determine for myſelf. Thus far, your argu- 
ments had all the effect you deſired y for till that 
time, from early prejudice, from a blind deference 


to che judgment of many good and learned men, 


from a falſe reverence for the doctrines eſtabliſhed 
= ; by 
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by the laws of my country, and from an unmanly 
fear of exerciſing my reaſon in the ſcriptures of 
revelation, I had committed. my religious faith, 
not only to the keeping, but to the diſpoſal af 
others; I was wont to reſolve every doubt by 
human authority, and was moſt reluctant. to ſuffer 
either others or myſelf to traverſe thofe regions 
of liberty, which are diſcovered in the goſpel, and 
preſented to our view and contemplation 3 wherein 
reaſon is the guide, and private judgment, un- 
controled, the ſole arbiter of opinion. | ) 
FHEoPHILUs. Your ready conviction, and 
generous avowal of it, do equal honour to your 
head and heart; and beſpeak you to be all that L 
wiſhed to ſee you. Names are indifferent, except 
for the purpoſe of diſtinguiſhing the parties to 
whom they are given. That of © unitarian,” 
however, continues to belong to me with the ſame 
propriety as heretofore ; but in accommodation to 
the preſent turn of our diſcourſe, in conſequence 
of the change in your mind, I have aſſumed the 
name of Theophilus, wiſhing to be approved no 
leſs the friend of God, than a believer in his 
unity, and a worſhipper of him, in ſpirit and in 
truth. —__ i 
Believe me, my bien, I am moſt ſolicitous | 
that mankind ſhould inquire into the ſcriptures, 
and judge for themſelves ; for in the maintenance 
and exerciſe. of this liberty alone will they ever 
he. 
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be able to arrive at the truth. Particular doctrines 
are of inferior conſequence z but theſe will come 
nearer the truth, in proportion as men inquire 
and judge for themſelves, and profefs their ro- 
ſpective opinions with more charity for thoſe who 

differ from them. All reſtraint upon that liberty, 

herewith Chriſt hath made us free, precludes 
the admiſſion of that light and information which 
he came to reveal: free inquiry opens the only 
a cceffible road to the true and faving eee 
of our bibles. 

Eveanivs. This doftrine I am now ready to 
admit in its full extent, I was convinced by you, 
at our laſt interview, and have fince availed my- 
ſelf of that examination of the ſcriptures which 
ſuch conviction preſumes, and ought to oblige us 
to purſue. © Before that time, though I always 
read my bible with the higheſt reverence for its 
authority, and with that ſeriouſheſs which its im- 
portance deſerves, I* will frankly confeſs that I 
read it under that cloud of - prejudice,” that gloomy 
diſtruſt of my own underſtanding, and that abject 
ſubmiſſion to the opinions of others, as to derive 
leſe information from its facred pages, than from 
many other books, although they were intended 
to make us wiſe unto falvatioh, and were written 
for doctrine, for reproof,, for correftion, yr in- 
n in 3 155 


FHEOPHILUE, 
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- TaroPuLuUs. As the doctrine of implicit, 
I h... 
. decifions of councils and ſynods, is the diſgrace 
of the papal, ſo it remains the ſtill greater reproach 
of the proteſtant Church. It is, at once, the hot- 
ded and the nurſery of error. Religion is a per- 
ſonal concern; and I cannot ſufficiently, applaud 
your diſcernment and ſpirit, ſince you aſſume tho 
denomination of a 4 proteſtant, in making and 
maintaining that conſiſtent proteſt againſt all au- 
thority of man in the great affairs of religion, 
which can alone juſtify the reformation; and that 
in conſequence thereof you are finally reſolved to 
be directed by your own improved — 
and judgment. 

EvugGgnius, I am not leſs ſenſible of the ſatis» 
faction which I derive from the exerciſe of the 
liberty I have aſſumed, than I am convinced of 
the right that appertains to oy reaſonable creay 
ture of God. x. 

TrEeopBHILUs, The right ach you have. 
claimed, and which you have juſtly repreſented as 
too valuable to be ſuffered to lie dormant ;. or, 
rather, which you cannot permit to be veſted in 
an empty aſſumption of your freedom to examine 
for, yourſelf, without great criminality ; has. pro» 
bably carried you ſomewhat. nearer to the verge 
of, what churchmen may ſtile, « heretical. pra- 
witz, than when we laſt parted. | 
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> Everntvs. 1 know not how to give algen 
2 to your queſtion, and I wiſh not to make 
you an equivocal one, Thus far I have certainly 
advanced: I have improved and extended my 
charitable ſentiments of others, and have' ſeen 
eccaſion to doubt of many things, which I had 
| Conſidered as true, upon the venerable anthority 
of the church. 

| TuzopmitLus. The change of our ſentiments 
upon particular points, naturally leads us to the 
extenſion of our charity; for when we find that 
the revolutions in our own minds require indul- 
gence and forbearance, we are more readily diſ- 
poſed to allow to others that liberty which we 
find ſo eſſential to our own happineſs; In the 
progreſſion from error to truth, there are many 
gradations; and the advancement being infinite, 
who ſhall ſay to the other, © thus far ſhalt thou 
proceed, and no farther.“ 

Euckxius. I apprehend that you are now 
diſpoſed to conſider my confeſſion, as evidence of a 
greater progreſs than I have really made. Excuſe 
me; the very phraſe, © confeſſion,” is objection- 
able, and offenſive; and has no buſineſs in the 
church of Chriſt, except in the qualified ſenſe, 
you will here underſtand me to uſe it, in this our 
ua converſation. | . 

THEO PHILUS. You have, it ſeems, ade ſuch 
proficiency in the ſpirit of proteſtantiſm, as to 
find out that words, innocent in themſelves, have 
deen 
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been made the engines of much miſchief in the 

chriſtian world. But, all pleaſantry apart, I may, 

I think, now inquire whether you have not been 

ſeriouſly offended, in the courſe of the free exerz 

ciſe of your own judgment in the ſtudy of the 

ſcriptures, at the dogmatical air with which moſt 

chriſtian churches have decided upon matters of 

faith and doctrine; and whether, among theſe, it 

has never occurred to you that the church of 

England has partaken much of the ſame ſpirit; 

and ſhared largely in the ſame practice; and 

thereby contributed, notwithſtanding her proteſ- 

tant profeſſions, to > ſcandalize the pony. of ann 

* * 

EucExius. The conduct of the e of 

England, I do conceive to be reprehenſible in 

ſeveral reſpects. Some of the doctrines ſhe main- 

tains, I conſider as unſcriptural ; and the impoſi- 

tion of them upon the conſciences of her mini- 
ſters, I think inconfiſtent with the principles of 

the proteſtant reformation. -. Bat: ſhe is counte- 
nanced, in both theſe reſpects, by the conduct of 

all the other reformed churches. Her doctrines 
were the doctrines of the reformers, in whom we 

make much boaſt; and as to the impoſition of 

certain atticles of faith, they are chiefly confined 
to miniſters, and graduates of the two univerſi- 

ties, and affect not the people at large. And in 

the expunging of particular doctrines out of her 

Laie E formulas, 
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formulas, there might be ſo little agreement among 
thoſe who are diſſatisſied with them, that I feel 
ſome reluctance to hazard the ** of ano- 
ther reformation. 
Tuxorhilus. There is much candour and 
nee in your obſervations; and your 
own natural forbearing temper correſponds with 
them. Without intending any depreciation of 
theſe excellent qualities, I cannot but think, that 
they may be carried into a criminal lethargy or 
timidity. They are qualities, which, if indulged 
with :eafe and ſupineneſs, may become hurtful; 
but, if brought forward into action, will greatly 
contribute to the happineſs of mankind, and will 
appear particularly amiable, and eminently uſeful 
in theological:controverſy. 

Vau will, therefore, excuſe me, if, with the 
ſame temper of mind, I ſhould vindicate the de- 
mands which truth makes upon every inquiſitive 
mind; and inſiſt that there lies an obligation 
upon every man to take her by the hand, and to 
accomipany her whereſoever ſhe ſhall lead him. 
In this ſentiment, I apprehend that the preſent 
peace of mind and future happineſs of my fellow 
chriſtians are moſt eſſentially ſerved; and that 
without a cool and diſpaſſionate, but inflexible, 
adherence to truth and integrity in all the public 
(religious, civil, and ſocial) intercourſes of human 
life, men become highly blameable before God, 

and 
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and” fail: to: ſerve their generation, and that of 
their: children aſter them, in their beſt and moſt 
valuable intereſts. 

Euogwius. My affection for truth would, I 
truſt} ſupport me under any perſecution in her 
ſervice. But, as we may diſagree in the eſtimate 
we may form, and the neoeſſity we may ſee of 
purſuing her, in certain caſes; let us proceed to 
diſtuſs a queſtion which. cannot but: be intereſting, 
and may be uſeful to us both. 

Tnrorhmus. I will moſt readily accept your 
challenge; and examine the obligation of truth, 
as it affects. religious opinions and the public pro- 
feſſion of them, which is the ſubject more particu- 
larly before us, and which will immediately apply 
to the ſituation in which we both ſtand. . 

Yow have acknowledged that © the church. of 
England maintains ſome doctrines which you con- 
ſider as unſcriptural.” It muſt, therefore, follow 
that in your opinion ſhe- ought to reform herſelf | 
in theſe reſpects. The governors of the church. 
ought moſt certainly to enter on this good work, 
from time to. time, as occaſion is found to require. 
But it has been the practice not only of the 
Engliſh.” church, but of all eſtabliſhed churches, 
to protract the work of reformation, Whether 
from an unwillingneſs to confeſs. themſelves in an 
error, or from any fear of the loſs. of the lucra» 
tive endowments. which are appendane to eſta- 

E 2 bliſhed 
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Uiſhed opinions, I cannot 4 1 but it is a fact, 
that they have been ſo inyariably averſe to refor- 
mation, that they have ever moſt tenaciouſly re- 
tained their reſpective ſyſtems, as. long as they 
could; and indeed have ſeldom, if ever, been 
driven out of them, but by civil commotions, or 
by ſome cauſe originally foreign, and n. 
inadequate to ſuch an effect. | 
But further; the very claim of a right to eſta- 
big. human formularies of religious faith and doc- 
trine, is ſo directly contrary. ta the deſign and 
ſpirit of the goſpel, that it is aſtoniſhing that men 
could ever dare thus to arrogate to themſelves that 
power, to which they had no right; and it is ſtill 
more aſtoniſhing, that mankind have. permitted 
| ſich a grofs uſurpation of their deateſt and moſt 
valuable privilege. But what intolerant men have 
unpoſed, indolent and . men have 
{ubmittes to. | 
It is even yet more wonderful, that hey the 
. authority was expelled from theſe kingdoms, 
and ſeveral of the doctrines of the church of 
Rome were diſowned and rejected, as burdens too 
grievous to be borne, the reformers only tranſ- 
planted that authority from papal into regal hands; 
and all thoſe doctrines which were admitted by 
the principal actors in that ſcene (themſelves in- 
volved in the darkneſs and ſuperſtition of their 
age) were retained in our reformed church. 
h Waile 
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While nothing feeras more plain to the haunddleft 
capacity, than that the fame arguments which 
applied to. the power of the church of None, 
would apply to the fame power in the church of 
England, or in any other church. It is equathy 
obvious, that if there remained any right in the 
proteſtant community ta-impoſe one: opinion, there 
F 
hundred. 
— You do not, ſurely, mean to in- 
finuate that the ſpirit of the church of England: ig 
as intolerant as that of che church of Rome; os 
that the groſs doctrines of the latter are not inf» 
nitely more objectionable than thoſe of the former. 
Treopnrius. I nat only mean to inſinuate, 
but to infiſt and prove, that the character of in- 
tolerance (which is the marked character of Anti- 
chriſt) is not confined to papal Rome, but tranſ- 
ferred into every church, which lords it. over 
God's. heritage, and teaches for doctrines the 
_ commandments of men. I decline the uſe of all 
hard names: but while the argument applies with 
equal force agaiuft the claims and practice of all 
| churches, I do not think it conſiſtent with juſtice, 
to appropriate it to. one church, only becauſe I 
ſhall be joined in ſuch appropriation by another: 
it ought to be applied to all churches alike, which 
ſhall alike remain fo far unreformed as to fall 
within its reach, 
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- -Evognivs. This muſt be granted to be falt 
b ny wn we are told that . many anti- 
chriſts. ſhall ariſe, it will deſerve the moſt ſerious 
attention of — ſociety of chriſtians, by what- 
ever name they may be pleaſed to diſtinguiſh 
themſelves, to take eſpecial care that they come 
not under that deſcription, or ſuffer wreck upon 
that rock which has been ſo fatal to their brethren. 
As proteſtants pretend not only to have diſcovered, 
but to be directed by, the light and liberty of the 
goſpel, which lay hid and concealed under the 
Corruptions of popery, through a long night of 
darkneſs and ignorance; and, in conſequence of 
that diſcovery, to have publicly proteſted againſt 
the abominations and the.intolerance of the church 
of Rome, it is certainly more blameable in them, 
and directly ſubverſive of the foundation prin- 
Ciples of their own cauſe, to aſſume to themfelves 
| that authority which they do not allow to others. 
': /TREOPHILUSs, It was this inconſiſtent beha- 
viour of the proteſtants which gave occaſion, very 
ſoon after their ſeparation from the church: of 
Rome, to the reproachful obſervation of their ad- 
verfaries, which was couched in the queſtion, 
Where was your 9 before the time of 
Luther??? 

The proper anſwer to the reflection intended 
by this inquiry, is, that it might be found in the 
Wm where it {till remains: for “ the bible, 

and , 
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and the bible only, is the religion of proteſtants.”” 
The queſtion has a popular caſt with it; and the 
charge conveyed in it, can only be wiped away by 
an improved and more conſiſtent conduct in pro- 
teſtants | themſelves: for while ſo many of the 
ſame features are diſcernible in both communions, 
they conſpire to form that reſemblance which we 
generally denominate © a family likeneſs.” | 
-  Eucenivs. - Theſe obſervations tend to prove, 
what I before virtually admitted, that a further 
reformation of the doctrines and pretenſions of 
the eſtabliſhed church is much wanted. But of 
the expedience of ſuch a meaſure, I: am not ſo 
fully ſatisfied. The ſpiritual governors of the 
church, and the civil governors of the ſtate, are ſo 
cloſely. leagued together, in oppoſing every at- 
tempt towards a review and reform of the eccle- 
ſiaſtical ſyſtem, that any further reformation is, to 
ſay the leaſt, an hopeleſs proſpect, and very un- 
likely to happen i in any time, ſhort of the revolu- 
tion of a century. Precipitation, therefore, would 
only protract any favorable iſſue to the reaſon- 
able expectation of liberal men, and expoſe. thoſe 
-who were well diſpoſed to the cauſe of reforma- 
_ «tion, to the indignant reſentment of their ſuperiors, 
without e the end for wikinh 4's la- 
boured. 
IRHROF Hus. The ee appearances 

ich are diſtinguiſhable in the eccleſiaſtical he- 
miſphere, 
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miſphere, ſeem to determine you to a patient ac - 
quĩeſcence under the impoſttions of power; nor 
does your defpondency find any relief, but in the 
very diſtant hope of further reformation, when 
you are gone to reſt, But a conviction of the 
great importance and of the righteoufneſs of ſuch 
2 caufe, ſhould not be cramped by conſiderations 
of merely imaginary expediency, conceived only 
through defpair, and calculated to cloud the dawn- 
ing of that future day, when. the goſpel of Chriſt 
ſhall be offered to the world, pure, and without 
human mixture or alloy. We are, indeed, ne- 
ceſfarily affected by the wretched policy of the 
powers which bear rule in this world, but we 
fhould not be acceffary to their delinquency, or 
partners in their guilt, by filently fuffering the 
multiplied grievances under which the church of 
Chriſt is made to groan, to ſubſiſt and remain 
without complaint. So far as we apprehend the 
exacles of God to be corrupted. and perverted, and 
the rights of chriſtians to be deſpoiled; it is 
furely a part of our duty to God, and the beſt 
proof of our brotherly love and affection for our 
fellow chtiſtians, to call their fober and: diſpaſſion- 
ate attention to their own conduct, and to lay be- 
fore them the fad depredations they have made 
upon, and the impediments they have laid in the 
way of, the ſueceſs of the goſpel. For theſe things 
att doh > 

world, - 
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| wotld; if we acquit not Gurſelves like men, * | 
ſtand not faſt in the liberty wherewith Chriſt hath 
made us free, according as we ſhall have attained 
the knowledge of it, and had ability and opportunity 
of doing good. It is our duty to-follow the light 
and conviction we have obtained, and to hold 
them forth to others, that they alſo may be bene- 
fited thereby, if ſo it ſhall ſeem good to the "_ 
diſpoſer of all things. 

There are in the higheſt orders of the vin 
many very good and excellent men, but their very 
ſituation is unfavourable to the reſtoration of the 
knowledge of the goſpel, or the admiſſion of the 
rights of chriſtians to their due extent. Thoſe 
who may be well-diſpoſed to reformation,” may 
be afraid to meet the obloquy which would be 
thrown upon them for their endeavours in ſuch a 
cauſe; like father Paul, they may not have the 
ſpirit of Luther. But I mean neither to apolo- 
gize, nor to account for the reluctance of others 
to complete a meaſure, which appears to me to 
deſerve and demand their utmoſt vigilance, aſſi- 
duity, and perſeverance. 

This being the true ſtate of the ach with re- 
gard to the great and powerful; it becomes the 
more neceſſiry for thoſe, whoſe lot may be caſt in 
inferior ſtations, but who ſehſibly ſee, and feel the 
injuries done to the chriſtian cauſe, to labour 
with increaſed ardour in the good work, accord- 
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ing as their talents and reſpective vocations ſhall 
admit. 

It has been the opinion of ſome very good and 
very eminent men, that “ no effort is loſt. Hiſ- 
tory will convince! us that a little ſpark: has often 
kindled a great flame, in a good as well as in an 
evil work. The great revolutions of the world 
have, not ſeldom; had little beginnings, But, the 
moſt ſubſtantial encouragement of all, is one that 
is unconcerned in ſpeculation, and remains, inde- 
pendent either of fueceſs or defeat: and that is, 
that every man is perſonally anſwerable for his 
own conduct, and which ever way the world 
may beſtow its favors; it is the wiſe! man's aim to 
ſeek the approbation of his God. 

But, even according to human eſtimation of 
things, the minds of men ſhould! be prepared by 
the previous exhibition of the weight and juſtice 
of the cauſe of reformation, although time alons 
en complete it. In the courſe of the preſent 
eentury, the controverſies of Clarke, Whiſton 
and Hoadly, have greatly enlightened all orders of 
men: in our own time, the Confeſſional has col- 
lected the rays of proteſtant light into a focus, 
which nothing can reſiſt, but the ſullenneſs of an 
impenetrable mind: the clerical petition called 
the attention of liberal laymen to the queſtion of 
ekureh authority, and reduced it to the loweſt 
credit in the eſtimation of an 2 people: 

the 
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the application alſo to parliament for a repeal ot 
the teſt law, though it did not remove it from the 
ſtatute book, convinced every ingenuous mind. in 
the kingdom, that the requiring every perſon to 
receive the lord's ſupper, according to the rites 
of a particular church, previous to his acceptance 
of a place of civil truſt, was entirely foreign to 
the deſign of the inſtitutor, a groſs proſtitution of 
the chriſtian ordinance, and a very inſufficient 
ſecurity to the ſtate. 

Evcenivs. Your argument, and the recital 
of theſe recent circumftances in the hiſtory of this 
country, are really almoſt | ſuficient to excite a 
reaſonable zeal, and to encourage perſeverance in 
the hope of a favourable iſſue; which the tena- 
cious adherence to ſyſtem, and the ſilent oppo- 
ſition of great churchmen, ſo much diſcounte- 
THEoPHILUs, I have yet another important 
” fact in modern hiſtory, in reſerve. It is not fif- 
teen years ago, ſince we could not have found a 
place of public worſhip, openly conducted upon 
unitarian principles in our iſland. But now theſe 
exiſt in our capital, and in ſeveral parts of this 
kingdom, and of Scotland. 
Euokxvius. This is oertainly more than a 
preſumption that a better ſpirit prevails abroad in 
theſe our times, than in the days of our fore- 
fathers. The opening ſuch places of public wor- 
hip, 
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ſhip, and the public avowal of the ſame ſentiments 
in places which had been before appropriated to 
the ſame purpoſe, reflect much honour on our 
nation, and alſo on the miniſters and congrega- 
tions concerned in them; for it ſhews not only 
that a tolerant ſpirit prevails in our land, but 
affords an example that there are men, who, being 
perſuaded of the proper and [abſolute unity of the 
object of divine worſhip, will offer up their prayers 
to God alone, in ſincerity and truth, WP NT to 
their own apprehenſion. | 

- TrxeopniLUs. A little time ago, you told me 
that you thought that the evil of impoſing articles 
of faith was greatly diminiſhed by being reſtrained 
to miniſters, and graduates of the two engliſh 
univerſities. This apparent limitation does in no 
wiſe reconcile me to the impoſition, nor does it, 
as I think, much leſſen the ill conſequences of 
that unholy practice. For, if you will allow 
yourſelf to reflect a moment on the intimate cons 
nection which ſubſiſts between the people and 
their miniſter, and that What the one aſſents to, 
as the engagement of his faith, and is bound to 
teach, the other will be obliged to hear; you will 
think both parties greatly affected by them. Be- 
ſides, the miniſter's engagement muſt either ob- 
lige him to teach for dotrines the commandments 
of men, the devices of; dark and ignorant ages, or 
to . all the arts of equivotion and hypo- 
criſy, 
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eriſy, in diſpenfing the goſpel of truth; the ſame 
engagement will alfo oblige the honeſt layman, 
(whom you think little concerned in this impoſi - 
tion, ) to reject with diſdain that proviſion of doc 
trine which the ſtate hath directed, or to receive 
thoſe inventions as wholeſome food, which may 
prove deadly poiſon. _ In either caſe, he meets 
with a poor compenſation for the tithe of all that 
he poſſeſſes, 7} 
; EvGenivs. I have doe conſidered the 
laity, as equally intereſted with the clergy, in the 
right knowledge and honour of the chriſtian faith 2 
and for the ſake of their common advantage and 
improvement, have ſometimes wiſhed that the 
ſhepherd might not only logk well after the ſheep, 
but that the ſheep would, in their turn, direct the 
fame attention to their ſhepherd, But I muſt. 
own, that I was not aware that the laity were ſo 
deeply intereſted in the fubſcription of the clergy, 
as they now appear to be. I had omitted to be- 
collect, that to poiſon the ſpring was to poiſon 
the ſtream z and that the living waters of the goſ+ 
pel, were, in all public and authoriſed adminiſtra- 
tions of them, to be drank through the unpleaſant 
medium of human compoſitions. However, by. 
that kind of fatality which oftentimes diſappo 
exorbitant demands, the ſubfcriptions of. the clergy 


have not this univerſal effect; the ſignature of 
wy names is made with ſome mental reſerva- 
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tans or with a latitiade of conſtruction, that 
leaves. them, in a great degree, at liberty; and 
their ſermons: are, _ generally, compoſes ory 
this broad foundation. 

Turornrus. Ti ſeem not to be Cs 
of the great and additional grievances that follow 
the exerciſe of this unhallowed latitude of con- 
fruction, which the preſſing occaſion of the ſub- 
ſcribing party has called into exiſtence. A ſuſ- 
Picion of notorious infincerity and prevarication 
is entertained of ſuch. of the clergy, as aſſume 
this latitude ; a latitude, difallowed by the autho- 
vity. that impoſes the ſubſcription, which was, in 
very truth, deſigned, however ill it 240 Anand | 
to © prevent diverſities of opinion.“ 

Nor do the evil conſequences of clerical inſm- 
gcerity end here; the miniſters of Chriſt are fur- 
ther ſuſpected of difbelieving chriſtianity itſelf; 
and between thoſe who- impoſe the ſubſcription, 
and thoſe who diſingenuouſſy comply with it, is 
divided the miſerable honour of ſowing, far and 
wide, the ſeeds of ſcepticiſm and unbelief, and 
producing that plentiful} harveſt of infidelity, 
which is the modern . ha other climes be- 
Ade our own. 

But now, my friend, after n „ your atten- 
tian to the diſtreſſing fituation of the eſtabliſhed 
elergy, who have entered into ſtipulations and 
Wgpgements, which they find inconſiſtent with 

the 
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the honeſt and conſcientious diſcharge of their 
duty.z. engagements, which draw into their yore 
tex the fad alternative continue in your minif- 
try ſelf-reproached, or expoſe yourſelf to poverty 
and ſcorn; ſuffer me to feel and mourn for all hoſe 
whoare in this unhappy ſituation; for, as I earneftly 
pray for their deliverance from this more than Egyp= 
tian bondage, ſo I ſhould think nothing too much ta 
do, or to ſuffer, to render them ſubſtantial relief. 
You will forgive me this effuſion ; and now peri» 
mit me to turn your attention from the caſe of the 
clergyto my ubjections to ſuch laymen's conformity 
to the public ſervice of the church, whoſe private 
ſentiments and opinions are in no ſort of agreement 
with the doctrines of her liturgy. In purſuing 
this converſation, I muſt defire, and am perſuadell 
you will not refuſe to deliver to me, your own 
In this. queſtion, I think you are perſonally 
much intereſted; for, if I miſtake not, I under. 
ſtand that you are become an unitarian, that is, 
you are now fully perfuaded that religious wor 
ſhip is due to the „ God, 
and to none other. | 
Evuczmvus. You do no more than juſtive to 
my preſent opinion, to aſcribe to me the belief in 
one God, and that he only is to be worſhipped. 
My -conyerfion to this ſentiment has been the 
een conſequence "of on. former der vl 
« of | friendly 


ow. cc 
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friendly intercourſe,” and of the attention I was 
thereby excited to, and have ſince paid to this 
important ſubjet, I believe, that the one als 
mighty God created the world by his power, that 
he governs it by his. providence, and will finally 
judge all mankind, and apportion happineſs or 


miſery, according as they ſhall have done good. or 


evil. I believe, that he alone is the object of re- 
ligious worſhip, and alone 888 of hearing our 


prayers. 


„ Tuzor nus. Your firm belief of the dis 
vine unity, being the. reſult of your own” in» 
quiry, I truſt, you will more clearly ſee the recs 
titude of that conduct, with which, (as it aps 
pears to me,) ſuch. a perſuaſion ought to be at- 
tended, by one who lives under an athanaſian 
eſtabliſhment of religion. The backwardneſs of 


great churchmen, in the work of reformation, has 


been already obſerved upon: and the conformity 


of certain of the clergy with the eſtabliſhed forms, 


which they cannot entirely * _ been = 
ſubject of our: joint concern. _ 

In this ſtate, therefore, of our 1 it 
becomes expedient to inquire, how, and by 
hat arguments, you, who are a layman, un- 
Mackled by ſubſcription,. and beſet, on neither 
ſide, by the clergyman's unhappy alternative, 
how you, I ſay, juſtify your continued conformity 
to an athanaſian form of public worſhip, which 
Nai ES you 


( 6s ) | 

| you cannot approve. Surely your integrity and 
practical love of truth are as much impeached by 
your voluntary compliance, as the character of 
any like-minded eceleſiaſtic: your having made 
no ſtipulation for your liberty, mor deriving any 
honor ot emblument from the church, leaves 
you, che more eaſily, and at rruch an 
follow the dictates of yorr own mind. 
_  Eveanivs. If I cannot wholly juſtify, 1 unk 

I can excuſe my conformity; at leaſt, I am very 
willifig to give you my reaſons. T Wicit your ima 
partial judgment alfo in return, and will honefly 
uſe every faculty i have, in forming my own. 

' You will, in the firſt place, be pleaſed to res 
member, that I am only an hearer of the puble 
fervice of the church, and can, therefore, affent to 
ſo mach, and ſuch parts of the prayers, as 1 ap- 
prove; and reject ſuch as I may judge to be con- 
trary to the truth : this I can do, juſt in the fame 
manner as 1 me c part of a ſermon, 1. 
reject the remainder. 

Tukormros. By this plauſible 3 f 
which you practiſe upon yourſelf, 1 conceive that 
you greatly defeat the good effects which ſhothd 
follow your attendance upon public worſhip. It 
is genetally true of moſt men, (and as much fo'of 
the beſt of men, as of others,) that o keep the 
mind ſeriouſly and devoutly occupied, while offer: 
ing up weir hearts to God in ſuch ſervice, it is 


i F 3 neceſſary 


— — 


(66) 
neceſſary to avoid every diſtraction which may 
draw off, or divide the attention. Now the atha · 
thaſian doctrine of a trinity, occurs fo very free 
quently in the liturgy, and is alſo in many places ſa 
groſsly expreſſed, that all ſuch paſſages muſt not 
only divert the mind by employing it in transfer. 
ring the aſcriptions of praiſe, 'thankigiving,. and 
adoration from a plurality of Gods, to the one 


ſupreme Being; but the ſpirit of devotion muſt 
de diſturbed and diſperſed in the very adjuſtment 


of the language : and, added to this, the very ex- 
preflions themſelves muſt be very ſhocking and 
"offenſive to the ear of one, who looks up to God 
—_— adoration, without ee 
Nr. 

The caſe of prayer, which is a cht at, _ 
| addreſſed to God, will not admit of illuſtration 
from the liberty which we very commendably ex- 
erciſe in hearing ſermons, when the auditors may 
xeceive or reject what they hear, according as they 
mall be determined by the evidence and arguments 
produced. The caſes are no way fimilar. The 
preacher delivers his illuſtration of a portion of 
the ſcripture, ſupports it by argument, draws and 
applies his inferences according to the beſt of his 
ability; but theſe are no further concluſive upon 
his hearers than as they meet their judgment and 
conſent, But, in the buſineſs of prayer, the caſe 
z far W The mind being previouſly ac- 

Ip. |  quainted 


| (6) | 
© quainted with the form of addreſs to the throne of 
grace, the worſhippers of God ſhould be intirely 
conſenting, and fully and ſingly employed in the 
_ prayers, and praiſes, and thankfgivings there ex- 
preſſed, in the contemplation of that Being to 
whom they are made, and in thoſe aſpirations 
which naturally accompany every act of — 
and elevated devotion. 

© That eaſy compliance to which r are a. 
voſed, i in this caſe, is, with many people, the re- 
fult of indifference. It- would equally excuſe 
your going to maſs in the romiſh communion, as 
to the ſervice of the church of England ; for the 
fame reſervations which you think keep you clear, 
in the one, from any implied conſent to the doo- 
trine of the trinity, would, in the other, acquit 
you of believing the doctrine of tranſubſtantiation. 
Upon the principles of your argument, all inte- 
grity of heart and mind may be diſpenſed with, in 
thoſe very ſervices, where, of all others, they are 
moſt becoming, and in which there can be no 
temptation, which does not ariſe from indiffer- 
ence, or the moſt OO and ineffectual 
hypocriſy. 

Neither is this all. Your ag may be, 
and, probably, will be contagious; it may prove 
the means of continuing, and even of ſpreading 
the ſame diſingenuous practice among others 
a practice, which allows and familiariſes the pro- 

2 feflion 
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Feſhon of the groſſeſt corruptions of chriſtian wors 
ſhip, and repreſents them as being ere com- 
- Evetwivs. In the earneſtnefs of your argu - 
ment, you have forgotten to make any allowune 
for a certain unwillingneſs to appear particularly 
ſcrupulous, in a matter, which, though importance 
in itſelf, the world is not. diſpoſed to think ſo 
highly of, as to excuſe ſuch ſingularity of conduct. 
- TaEoPHILUSs. The proper anſwer to this 
e apology, ſhall come from yourſelf. A 


% 


then your own. heart, whether you ought to place 


the indulgence of any native baſhfulneſs, or any 
deſire to avoid that fingularity, which you affect 
to think ſo formidable, in competition with the 
great duty of worſhipping the ene God and Fa- 
ther of all, in ſincerity and truth; and of con- 
fefling before men, the doctrines of the great meſ- 
ſenger of glad tidmgs. You well know on what 
authority we are told, that whoſoever ſhall confeſs 
Chrift before men, bim wall be confeſs alſo before 
his Father who is i heaven: but whoſoever 

ſhall deny him, before men, bim will he alſo deny 
before his Father wha 4 is in Heaven. e 


32, and 33.) * 


The prayers in which y you join, in the public 
ſervice of the church, are not ſuch as you either 
do, or would adopt in your cloſet, or in your 
family. And the reaſon why you reject the uſe 
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of them in private, is becauſe you think them'ſins 
fal, inaſmuch as they are directed to three diſtinct 
beings or perſons, inſtead of God alone. How 
then can the ſame conduct be innocent, when 
acted before the world, which is ſinful in the pri- 
vacy of your own houſe ? or, as the queſtion may 
be more forcibly ſtated, how much more repre» 
henſible is ſuch evil conduct before the world, 
where it may ſeduce and corrupt the integrity of 
vthers, than when NONE to a more e 
ſeene! 

Apply the ſpirit of this een to any of th 
eommon tranſactions in life, and you will acknows 
ledge not only the wiſdem, but even the expe+ 
diency of exhibiting that rectitude of principle 
and behaviour in our own characters, which we 
look for in others. Without this endeavour: on 
our parts,- we really countenance that very duplis 
city, which we diſapprove and condemn... And, in ; 


our chriſtian calling, we ſfiould be very careful 


not to give the moſt diſtant occaſion of ſcandal. to 
our profeſſion ; but to draw forward and to excite, 
by our mutual example, that inflexible and intre. 
pid integrity. which adds. grace to the chriſtian 
character, and inſpires a fortitude which looks 
down with indifference upon nothing, but what is 
not deſerving of a wiſe man's choice or attention. 
Evcenivs. I moſt readily concede to you, 
that that ſervice of prayer which does not honeſtly 
gxpreſs 


— 
2 


ang this idea of a ſilent retreat from a worſhip, 


(pt 
expreſs the mind of the warſhipper, and is there» 


fore ſinful, myſt be equally ſo whether, offered in 


private, or in ſocial worſhip. This obſervation 
had occurred ta me before, and therefore I quali- 
fed my attendance by with-holding my aſſent to 
ſuch parts of the church liturgy as I did not ap- 
prove. But this expedient having involved much 
diſtraction of mind, and leaving me in a ſituation 
which held me forth as an example of counters 
nancing, by my preſence, what I did not approve 
in my heart; I have been occaſionally diſpoſed tp 
forego and abſent myſelf from all public worſhip, 
becauſe of the irreconcilable diſagreement between 
the tritheiſm of the eſtabliſhed liturgy, which 1 
now confider as idolatry, and the addrefling all 
prayer to God alone, which I apprehend to be the 
zeligian of nature, and of revelation, I have, 
therefore, had it in contemplation to canfine my» 
ſelf to the duty and exerciſe of private prager. 
THEOPHILUS», If you. ſhould pꝓerſiſt in adopt» 


which you ſo greatly diſapprove, by withdrawing 
from all ſocial devotion, I cannot but think that 
yen abuſe the. talents and opportunities afforded 
you, and deſert the ſtandard of the chriſtian. faith z 
I alſo think that you will again place the influence 
of your example * anne 


EN 


. 

Social worſhip. is a very great means of edifica- 
tion, in a variety of ways: it calls men forth to 
the public avowal of their principles in the face 
of open day; it advances brotherly love in an 
inter- communion in the offices of religion; it 
goncentrates the example of good men, and ani- 
mates devotion in their neighbours; it keeps alive 
the principles of religion and piety, and prepares 
men to act a virtuous part in the FOES: of active 
life. | 
Now as, upon your own a of privacy, the 
_ reaſon of your ſeceſſion would not be 'rightly; or 
generally known, your abſence from all' public 
worſhip (becauſe one form of it was exception- 
able and offenſive) would encourage the ſame 
open behaviour in other men, . aQuated by 
very different motives. | 
4 you cannot enjoy the benefit of ſocial wor- 

ſhip in the eſtabliſhed church of your country, 
by rendering your praiſes and thankfgivings, and 
offering your ſupplications to the one infinite, 
eternal, and only God ; there may be other places 
where this acceptable and grateful ſervice may be 
conducted after a form which may intirely harmo- 
nize with the ingenuous convictions of your own 
mind. The apoſtle Paul hath not qualified, with 
any reſtriction, his exhortation, to fre from ido- 
latry (1 Cor. 10. Ws ); and if words are capable 
of 


( 72 ) 


of a determinate meaning, the vature of the of- | 
fence, and our duty to avoid it, are equally clear. 
If no other public place ſhall offer, and no means 
ſhould preſent themſelves of opening one of greater 
extent, you may convert a room in your own 
houſe to an houſe of prayer, There may be other 


perſons in your neighbourhood, who may, from 


principle and ſimilar ſentiments, be glad to join 
you in ſo good a work; and even this little church 
may, in the courſe of a few years, be the occa- 
fion of planting a much larger one. Nor are 
you, or any man, unprovided with very good ſer- 


vices for ſuch religious ſocieties *. 


Evoxrus. I am not inſenſible of the ref. 
tude of the line of conduct which you have pointed 
out, or of the advantage which the purſuing of it 
might produce to the true intereſts of religion and 
virtue; but it would expoſe me to ſo much obſer- 
vation and reproach, as may bear down my ſpirit, 
and defeat the very end deſigned; I may not by. 


able to meet the fate of a reformer. 


Tukorumvus. This is to relinquiſh the 155 


of duty, upon a plea every way inadequate. and 
inadmiſfible, and very unworthy of a faithful ſer- 
yant and ſoldier of Jeſus Chriſt, Perſonal privacy 
and eaſe are the leaſt we can ſacrifice in ſo good 


a Cauſe as the e of the r of che 


* See P+ 40» note. 


one 
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one Got, and Father of all. Singular infances._ 


of integrity, in any of the ordinary concerns of 
life, do not indeed often eſcape ſarcaſtic obſerva. 
tions, and ſometimes. temporary ſcandal ;. but they 
are, nevertheleſs, approved by. the . virtuous and 
the good; and bring, with every act in which they 
are connected, that peace and ſatisfaction which 
the unprincipled and profligate can neither take 
| nm” nor enjoy *. 

As for your fearing that you ſhould. not be able 
to meet the fate of a reformer, I truſt, for the 
honour of chriſtendom, that all apprehenſion of 
being called to any very extraordinary ſufferings 
for publicly maintaining the worſhip. of one God, 
is entirely groundleſs. Poſitive perſecution: is 
diſowned on all hands: honour and diſhonour, 
good report and evil report, may indeed await 


you; but ſurely your chriſtian faith will ' ſupport 


you under theſe fluctuations in your pilgrimage, 
and carry your mind into the contemplation of a 
crown of glory, and a future bliſs that will never 
end, 1, e 367 | 
Evctnivs. The pointed force with which 
you direct your argument will carry conviction ta 
any reaſonable and ingenuous mind. 'The greateſt 


* © Certainly it is heaven upon earth to have a man's mind 


move in charity, reſt-in providence, and turn on the poles of 
truth,” —Lord Bacov, 
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danger is, halting between two opinions, between 
duty and inclination; and the true ſtate of the 
queſtion, as it now lies before me for decifion, is, 
ſhall I obey God or man? Notwithſtanding, 
however, this confeflion of my view of our ſub- 
JeR, accompanied with a ſerious defire to acquit 
myſelf in a manner becoming my chriſtian pro- 
feſlion, I find myſelf, from a variety of motives 
(neither excuſable, nor yet, I think, abſolutely 
eriminal), ſtrongly reluctant to avow my ſenti- 
ments explicitly before the world, -and to ſecond 


\ them by that conduct which they (ould ſeem to 


demand. 

THEOPHILUs. The preſent ſtate of your mind, 
my dear friend, leaves your conformity to the 
worſhip of the eſtabliſhed church, or a ſilent, un- 
obſerved, clandeſtine retreat from it, equally in- 
excuſable. Your laſt declaration amounts to a 
formal ſurrender of the queſtion ; therefore, it 
now becomes more proper for me to leave you to 


your own reflections, which cannot fail to deter- 


mine you to adopt that open and upright conduct 
which will beſt advance the glory of God, and 
can alone meet with his approbation. Every day's 


' continuance in your preſent indeciſion, adds dan- 


ger and criminality to your ſituation, You will 
recolle& the exhortation in the book of revela- 
tion, to quit Babylon, and I know that you allow 


the application: come-out of her, my people, that 


" 


( 99 ) | 
ge be not partakers of ber fins, and that you receive 
not of her plagues. 

A mind like yours, informed by voluntary and 
patient inquiry (in the midſt of your prudent at- 
tention to your great ſecular concerns), will not 
long remain in your preſent reluctant and diſtreſſing 
inactivity. Where duty calls, I know your heart 
difpoſes you to obey. And the ſame courſe of 
ſtudy which has diſcovered to you the truth, will 
have ſufficiently impreſſed you with its importance 
before all other conſiderations, 

That knowledge which you have acquired, and 
which has led you out of intelleAual darkneſs, will 
naturally point out that line of conduct inſiſted 
upon in the goſpel, and which is made the con- 
dition of its promiſes. Having firſt convinced your 
underſtanding, it will animate your reſolution to 
walk in that plain direct road, which turns neither 
to the right hand, nor to the left. Nor will your 
high ſenſe of duty, or the goodneſs of your own 
heart, ſuffer you to reſt, until you have made the 
laſt advance in this journey of religious and moral 
integrity, by ſhaking off every remaining ſhackle 
of religious bondage which any prejudice, timi- 
dity, or deference to others, may have faſtened 
around you. In the perfect love and fear of God, 
in ſtrict integrity of principle towards him, and 
in love and brotherly affection for all man- 
Kind, ſhall we alone find that peace of mind in 
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1 
His world, which is. only to be exceeded by the 
W of another. | | | 
 Evetnivs. Our friendly and improving con- 
Ann upon the important ſubject which has 
engaged our attention, and really intereſted our 
affection for each other, may now be cloſed, ſince 
we are- both become of one mind. Mutual ac- 
knowledgements of kindneſs have been received, 
and returned, between us. And the reſult of your 
victory, is liberty to the vanquiſhed. _ 

There requires ſo very little time to form a 
right deciſion of conduct, where the judgment is 
already convinced, and the mind is awakened to 
receive the force and impreſſion of truth, that I 
do not heſitate a moment to acknowledge my en- 
tire ſatisfaction in your arguments; and to aſſure 
you that I will, from this hour, withdraw myſelf 
from a church, whoſe foundation is laid in exact- 
ing impoſitions upon the conſciences of men, and 
whoſe conſtituent doctrine is idolatry. 

There are, indeed, certain appendant cireum- 
ſtances in every man's ſituation with reſpect to his 
prejudices, habits, conſtitution, and connections, 
which cauſe him involuntarily to demur, where 
he ought inſtantly to decide. Theſe, however, 

are under command; and ſhall henceforth vaniſh 
and give way to fuperior conviction. and the obli- 
gations of * | 


Let 


(IT -3 


Let theſe conſiderations excuſe the trouble 1 
have given you, while your candid forbearance 
with them have greatly enhanced to me the value 
of your friendſhip, which, I truſt, will be unin- 
terrupted to the end of our lives, 
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CHURCH OF ENGLAND. 


BY JOHN DISNEY, D. D. F. S. A. 


TT ee e ee e 
FOR QUITTING THE: 


CHURCH QF. ENGLAND. 


- A pusrLic departure from my miniſtry in the 
eſtabliſhed church, and withdrawing myſelf from 
all attendance on its worſhip, ſhould ſeem not 
only to excuſe, but to demand, a declaration of the 
reaſons which have induced me to it, and made 
ſuch a conduct neceſſary. 
Several years have paſſed ſince a | petition was 
offered to the conſideration of parliament, praying 
for relief in the matter of ſubſcription to articles 
of religious faith and doctrine. That petition had 
my entire concurrence, It maintained the only 
principle upon which any proteſtant church, or 
ſociety of chriſtians, ean defend itſelf againſt the 


arguments urged in behalf of popery; and pleaded. 


ſtrongly, in my opinion, for the removal of all 
thoſe human inventions and additions to the goſ/ 
pel of Jeſus, which create the too general diſpelief 
and rejection of it. The prayer of the petition, 
however, did not neceſſarily involve in it the 
truth or falſehood of any Particular dodtrines; 
et neither 
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(82) 
neither did it aſk the ſubſtitution of others, either 
in whole or in part, in the place of the preſent 
ſyſtem. Nevertheleſs, I preſume, there were very 
few, if any, in the number of the petitioners, who 
did not look forward to a review and amendment 
of the eſtabliſhed forms of public worſhip, 
The ground which the petitioners had choſen, 
was that impregnable rock, the ſufficiency of the 
ſcriptures to the purpoſes of edification and falva- 
tion, for all chriſtian miniſters, as well as others; 
and thence they grounded their plea, that no 
church, or ſociety of chriſtians, had a right to re- 
quire affent to human formularies of religious 
faith and doctrine, as the terms of communion, or 
admiſſion to the miniſtry, or otherwiſe. 24. 
The examination into the right of proteſtant 
ehurches, in thus arrogating and exerciſing the 
elaim of impoſing explanatory articles of religious 
faith, in addition to the ſcriptures, neceſſarily 
brought on a more ſtrict enquiry into the agree- 
ment, or non · agreement, of the particular doctrines 
contained in the formularies of the church of En- 
gland with the word of God. The conſequence 
of this further examination was productive of the 
gleareſt demonſtration to many ſerious and liberal 
perſons, that not a few of the doctrines of the 
eftabliſhed church were in no ſort of agreement 
with the chriſtian ſcriptures, whence mays are 1 70 
0d to be derived. 


As 
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As far as this inquiry went to ſatisfy my unders 
Nanding concerning theſe queſtions, I am free to 
own, that I was convinced that many doctrines 
received as true by the church of England, in 
her articles and liturgy, were not only in no 
agreement, but in direct contradiction to what 
appeared to me to be the word of God. 

In this fituation, I did not heſitate to deter- 
mine never to accept any further preferment in 
the eſtabliſhed church ; becauſe I could not con- 
ſcientiouſly, and without equivocation, declare my 
aſſent and conſent to the thirty-nine articles and 
liturgy, as by law is required. And this deter- 
mination I have ſteadily adhered to, more than 
once, when offers were made me of preferments, 
in all other reſpects deſirable and advantageous to 
my ſecular intereſts, For ſome years I did not 


apprehend that my convictions would carry me 


any further. In this ſuppoſition, however, I have 


deen miſtaken. And the ſame principle and rea- 


ſons which have heretofore made me decline to 
repeat my fubſcription, have forced me to make a 
reſignation of my benefices, and of all the advan+ 
tages I had acquired upon fuch terms. 

| The public ſervice of the liturgy, or book 
of Common-Prayer, holds out for its objects of 
religious worſhip three diſtinct Beings, there 
ſtyled, God the father, god the fon, God the holy 
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neither did it aſk the ſubſtitution of others, either 
in whole or in part, in the place of the prefent 
ſyſtem. Nevertheleſs, I preſume, there were very 
few, if any, in the number of the petitioners, who 
did not look forward to'a review and amendment 
of the eſtabliſhed forms of public worſhip, 

The ground which the petitioners had choſen, 
was that impregnable rock, the ſufficiency of the 
fcriptures to the purpoſes of edification and ſalva- 
tion, for all chriſtian: miniſters, as well as others; 
and thence they grounded their plea, that no 
church, or ſociety of chriſtians, had a right to re- 
quire affent to human formularies of religious 
Aaith and doctrine, as the terms of communion, or 
admiſſion to the miniſtry, or otherwiſe. . 

The examination into the right of proteſtant 
ehurches, in thus arrogating and exerciſing the 
claim: of impoſing explanatory articles of religious 
faith, in addition to the ſcriptures, neceſſarily 
brought on a more ſtrict enquiry into the agree- 
ment, or non-agreement, of the particular doctrines 
eontained in the formularies of the church of En- 
gland with the word of God. The conſequence 
of this further examination was productive of the 
gleareſt demonſtration to many ſerious and liberal 
perſons, that not a few of the doctrines of the 
eſtabliſhed church were in no fort of agroement 
With the chriſtian pee whence mo are e 
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As far as this inquiry went to ſatisfy my unders 
ſtanding concerning theſe queſtions, I am free to 
own, that I was convinced that many doctrines 
received as true by the church of England, in 
her articles and liturgy, were not only in no 


agreement, but in direct contradiction to what 


appeared to me to be the word of God. 

In this ſituation, I did not heſitate to deter- 
mine never to accept any further preferment in 
the eſtabliſhed church; becauſe I could not con- 
ſcientiouſly, and without equivocation, declare my 
aſſent and conſent to the thirty- nine articles and 
liturgy, as by law is required. And this deter- 
mination I have ſteadily adhered to, more than 
once, when offers were made me of preferments, 
in all other reſpects deſirable and advantageous to 
my ſecular intereſts, For ſome years I did not 


apprehend that my convictions would carry me 


any further. In this ſuppoſition, however, I have 


been miſtaken. And the ſame principle and rea- 
ſons which have heretofore made me decline ta 


repeat my fubſcription, have forced me to make a 
reſignation of my benefices, and of all the advan» 
tages I had acquired upon fuch terms. 
| The public ſervice of the liturgy, or book 
of Common-Prayer, holds out for its objects of 
religious worſhip three diſtinct Beings, there 
ſtyled, God the father, god the ſon, God the holy 
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bet * one God in trinity, and trinity in unity +: 
not one only perſon, but three perſons}. | 

Theſe, and the like expreſſions, together with 
repeated and continued addreſſes by prayer to 
Jeſus Chriſt, and even to the holy ſpirit, inſtead 
of the one true God, who hath no equal; or 
ſharer, in. the creation or government of the 
world, and who alone can hear the prayers of his 
creatures, are, according to my apprehenſion, in 
no way warranted by the word of God, as we 
read it in the old and new Teſtament, the only 
authority upon which, as chriſtians and proteſtants, 
we. can depend. But on the contrary, they ap- 
pear to be in direct oppoſition to the expreſs de- 
clarations of that Being, who declared himſelf, 
by Moſes, to be one LORD (Deut. vi. 4.), and 
of. Chriſt himſelf, - whoſe words, borrowed. alfo 
from Moſes, are, Thou ſhalt worſhip the Lord thy 
God, him only ſhalt thou ſerve, (Luke iv. 8.) And 
who, on all occaſions, prayed to, and called upon 
the one God, the common father of all, who was 
his father and our father, his God and our God, 
(John xx. 17.) And who alſo declared that he 
came not to do his ewn will, but the will of God 
who ſent him; (chap. vi. 38.) that he honoured 


V Litany, 
* +, Athanaſhan creed. 
- + Collect in communion ſervice on trinity ſunday, 


his 
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his father, and ſought not his own glory; that he 
_ wrought all his wonderful works, not by his own 
power, but by the power of God; and further, 
who, in order to prevent miſapprehenſions of his 
proper character, renounced the bare appellation 
of good, given to him by the ſcribe in the goſpel, 
faying, there was none good but one, and that was 
God. (Mark x. 18.) 

Beſides theſe particular, clear, and Jetta 
authorities, my convictions of the divine unity 
are not founded upon fingle and detached paſſages, 
but on the whole tenor of the ſacred ſcriptures, 
which ſpeak one uniform and conſiſtent language 
concerning it. There is one God, writes St. Paul, 
and one mediator between God and man, the man 
Chriſt Feſus; (x Tim. ii. 5.) and all the declara- 
fions of Chriſt himſelf, and of all the writers of 
the new Teſtament, fay the ſame thing. Bs 

It is indeed very true, and ought to be ob- 
ſerved, that there are to be found expreſſions in 
the new Teſtament, which may ſeem, at firſt 
fight, and even to ſome liberal perſons, to favour | 
the confidering Jeſus Chrift as an object of divine 
worſhip; and whereby ſome may be induced to 
look upon him to be really and properly God. 
But all the countenance and affiftance which'the 
expreflions of ſcripture alluded to give to ſuck a 
doctrine, is derived either from the ambiguous uſe 
of the term wor; hip, or from other alike doubtful 
H phraſes z 
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phraſes ;. or from the ſingle inſtance of the proto- 
martyr Stephen; all which have been often de- 
monſtrated by learned inquirers, to yield little 


katisfaction for the introduction of ſuch a new 


object of worſhip : and eſpecially when it is con- 
ſidered, that Chriſt never taught or enjoined men 
to worſhip himſelf, but the Father only; nor ever 
gave any inſtruction to his diſciples, to teach ſuch 
a doctrine to the world as that of worſhipping 
himſelf, their maſter and lord, as he declares 
himſelf to be to them, but not their God, (John 

xiii. 13.) 
Under theſe convictions, the road of duty * 
before me, hard as the meaſure might ſeem; 
worldly conſiderations alone remained to prevent 
me from taking the direct path, and following the 
dictates of my conſcience. And theſe temptations 
J had in no ſmall degree. The juſt claims of an 
infant family pleaded hard not to be neglected. 
Nor could I refrain from thinking upon their 
Gtuation with all the anxiety of parental affection, 
and, poſſibly, with more ſolicitude for their tem- 
poral proviſion, than the nature of my own dith= 
culties ought to have admitted. I was agreeably 
ſituated in the circle of relations, and ſeveral 
eſteemed friends, and have lived in a conſtant kind 
intercourſe with all my pariſhioners, among whom 
Lever found my miniſtry acceptable. I had ex- 
e my uſefulneſs * my neighbours in all 
the 
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the ways I was able. Nor was I forward to think 
that I could be equally uſeful under any change of 
ſituation which removed me to a different ſphere 
of action. And I may add, that I was not inſen- 
ſible even to an acquired partiality to the place of 
my reſidence, where, on many accounts, and for 


reaſons of a private nature, I could have wiſhed 


to have continued; to the end of my life, in the 
enjoyment of every deſirable accommodation and 
comfort which a reaſonable mind could wiſh for. 

Theſe conſiderations deſerved ſome thought, 
and they have had their full weight. But they 
are, affer all, conſiderations of ſubordinate and 
inferior importance, when contraſted with the po- 
ſitive duty I owe to God, to the goſpel of Jeſus, 
to my fellow-chriſtians, and to myſelf. 

It is no light matter to profeſs our religion in 


inſincerity and hypocriſy, We are enjoined by 


high authority to worſhip God in ſpirit and in 
truth. - And ſhall worldly temptations prevail 
upon any one, who ſeriouſly profeſſes himſelf a 


chriſtian, to worſhip any other than the one true 


God, Jehovah, the Father of all, while he be- 
lieves that ſame ſelf-exiſtent and all-powerful Be- 
ing to be God, and none other befides him? Or, 
ſhall we approach the great ſearcher of hearts 
with that duplicity and deceit which is not to be 
allowed in our dealings and intercourſe with our 
fellow men? Or, ſhall we think to amend the 
- H 2 matter 
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matter by addreſing our private prayers to the 
God and Father of our lord Jeſus Chriſt, in com+ 
promiſe for our having publicly prayed, in the 
language of the church, to a trinity of Gods, 
or to the man Chriſt Feſus, who lived among us, 
and died upon a croſs, and who himſelf renounced 
all adoration and worſhip? Shall we pray unto a 
man, though the moſt holy and excellent that ever 
lived on the earth, and thereby elevate the crea» 
ture to the dignity of the creator, and take, from 
the unchangeable and only God and governor of 
the world, any of that praiſe and thankſgiving 
which we are enjoined to give unte him, and 
unto him only, and which are fo peculiarly and 
eminently his own? Or, through our earneſt de- 
fire to continue in the eſtabliſhed church, ſhall 
we prove our faith by mental reſervations in the 
courſe of public worſhip, ſo that while we aſſent 
to one prayer, we reject another, or, poſſibly, 
divide a third, approving the former and rejecting 
the latter part? Or, rather, ſhall we not, in all 
true ſimplicity and ſingleneſs of beart, as St. Paul 
writes, pray with: the ſpirit and pray with the 
wnder/tauding alſo? (1 Cor. xiv. 15.) get 
I uam ready to own, that my compliance in the 
uſe of thoſe things which I did not approve, was 
at one time relieved by the conſideration, that 
ſuch compliance was only official, or miniſterial. 
This argument, however, failed to afford ſatisfac - 
1 tion, 
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tion, on further reflection upon the ſtrict integrity 
and ſincerity e re for divine wor- 
ſhip. 

I never did aided in the public ſervice, the 
creed, vulgarly called the creed of - Athanaſius, 
conſidering it, to ſay the leaſt, as entirely foreign 
to every good end of chriſtian edification. And 
it is now about ten years ſince I entirely omitted 
the litany and Nicene creed, without giving any 
offence to my congregation, confining the exer- 
ciſe of my miniſtry in the morning ſervice to my 
pariſh church of Swinderby, and an adjoining one 
in the county of Nottingham ; thinking, at that 
time, that by taking upon myſelf the penalties of 
the law, I thereby releaſed myſelf from my en- 
gagement to conformity. This expedient of 
omitting ſome of the moſt offenſive parts of the 
public liturgy was afterwards ſuperfeded, by con- 
ſidering my unconditional promiſe of conformity 
in a ſtronger point of view than I had been 
beheld it. | 

But, beſides the force of this e the 
| — was in itſelf infufficient, becauſe the tri- 
nitarian expreſſions and forms of worſhip, and 
expreſs prayer to Jeſus Chriſt, occur fo frequently, 
and are ſo blended and united throughout the ſer- 
vice, that there is no ſatisfactory relief to be had 
by partial omiſſions, without breaking in upon; 
and interrupting, the regularity and order of the 

ö H 3 prayers, 
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Prayers, and conſequently diſperſing, or confound= 
ing, the pious affections of many ſerious and de- 
vout perſons. Therefore, after ſomething more 
than two years, I reſumed the accuſtomed eonfor- 
mity to the ordinary parts of the public ſervice. 
From that time to the prefent I have continued 
to proſceute my inquiry, and have aſſiduouſly at» 
tended, in hopes of ſome ſatisfaction, to. the many 
defences. of the doctrine of a trinity. The refult 


has, however, been my entire conviction of the 


divine unity in its utmoſt extent, and an increaſed 
ſenſe of the importance of theſe great truths, that 
Gon is ONE, aud HE ONLY to be worſbipped. 
Under the accumulated influence of this fixed 
opinion, entertained after ſucceſſive examinations, 
under many doubts, and much anxiety of mind, 
my continuing to miniſter under a form of reli- 
gious worſhip confefledly. trinitarian, or tritheiſ- 
tie, became more ſeriouſly: grievous. The earneſt 
deſire to worſhip, the one God, and Father of all, 
in the ſimplicity of the goſpel revelation, gained 
additional ſtrength and power over my mind; and 
my continuance in a practice ſo repugnant to my 
convictions, was every day more and more in- 
tolerable. 
It has been ſuggeſted, on ſimilar occaſions, that 
to engage an aflifant, whoſe opinions would lead 
him to a conſcientious conformity to the ſervices 
of the church. would remove all perſonal difficulty. 
This 
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This expedient wes allo no leſs. inſufficient ta my 
relief than the former ones; for I ſhould then 
have been neglectful of my duty in the place ap» 
pointed we; and indireQy aſſenting, by the em- 
ployment of another, to that which I did. till dif 
believe. And I muſt then have abſented myſeli 


entirely forſaken the people of whom I had taken 
the charge. And this I ſhould bave.done, for no 
better reaſon than becauſe I wiſhed to enjoy the 
omoluments of my preferment, while I ferupled 
to diſcharge the duties annexed to my ſituation z 
and ſhould have ſet an example of the moſt difin= 
genuous dealing, and of & neglect of the ondi- 
pances of God. 

Thus, aftex the. moſt deliberate ini 
of all arguments, and after paſſing ſeveral painful 
years in much ſolicitude and apprehenſion of in- 
eurring the diſpleaſure of almighty God, I had 
but one choice to make, if ever J hoped for his 
approbation. I, therefore, in obedience to the 
fulleſt convictions of my mind, have reſigned my 


miniftry and preferments in the church of Eng- 


Und. 

1 ſhould be much concerned, if any good man 
fhould ſo interpret this ſeceſſion of mine from the 
worſhip of the chureh eſtabliſhed, as if Ethere- 
by, by de moſt remote degrocy took upon me to 

blame, 


from all publie worſhip. of almighty God, or haue 
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| blame; or condemn, thoſe who may continue their 
[ miniſtrations in it, even though their opinions on 
{ certain doctrines may nearly approach to my own. - 
1 TI am ſenſible, from what has paſſed within my- 
felf, how differently ſimilar convictions operate in 
different ſtates of the mind, and how very long a 
man may be prevailed upon to go on doing things 
| in which he blames himſelf, from-regards to a fa- 
mily, or to more diſtant kindred, and to various 
other local circumſtances, which cannot eaſily be 
explained to others; and the ſtill greater difficulty, 
| at a certain time of life, of finding bread for a 
| family any where elſe. 
| I am thankful now, and I truſt I ſhall FROM 
be ſo, whatever be the event as to this world, 
that I have been brought out of a ſituation, in 
which I went on, from day to day, condemning 
myſelf, and that it has pleaſed divine providence 
to lead me to a ſtation, where I may ſtill bear my 
teſtimony to the truth and holineſs of the goſpel, 
and have the ſatisfaction of being united to a con- 
gregation of chriſtians, aſſembling at the chapel 
in Eſſex- Street, London; where prayer is avow- 
edly made to the only true God, the Father of 
our lord Jeſus Chriſt; and where I ſhall ſtill 
have. more cauſe to be thankful, if my labours 
0 may be ſo far ſucceſsful, that I may be an inſtru- 
| ment of promoting his ſole worſhip, and, at the 
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fame time, ferve the great end of the goſpel, in 
encouraging and exciting myſelf and others ta 
piety and all virtue. 
LT have been led a 
myſelf, in order to ſtate the motives and reaſons 
of my finally quitting, or departing fram, the 
eſtabliſhed church; and to convince others, that 
ſuch my withdrawing from it, is not the conſe+ 
quence of an haſty and undigeſted thought, hut 
of much careful examination and ſerious reflec» 
tion, and of an earneft deſire to worſhip God, 
according ta what I am now fully perſuaded. is 
agreeable to his own directions in the ſcriptures, 
The difficulties and embarraſſmerts of my mind 
bave, for a long time, been well known to feveral 
of my more intimate and much efteemed friends; 
Nor have. there been wanting ſome, who, while 
they felt for all my uneaſineſſes, affectionately 
ſympathized alſo with me in reſpect of the many 
particular circumſtances which attended my ſitua» 
tion, but which it is not neceſſary here to relate. 
It may probably hence ariſe, that I may expoſe 
myſelf to ſome miſconſtruction and evil report, as 
even perſons the moſt unprejudiced in theſe mat- 
ters, from the nature of the caſe, are unable to 
judge quite right, or decide for others. Never - 
theleſs, I can ſafely ſay, that I take with me the 


moſt. entire approbatian of my own mind. And 
1 fa 2 * our conduct, as to 
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fatisfy the diſcordant and contradictory opinions of 
mankind. I have complied with the eſtabliſhed 
forms of religious worſhip full as long as I could 
excuſe myſelf therein ; ſo that my continuance in 
the. church unto this time, and my preſent ſepa- 
ration from it, ſhould equally beſpeak a patient 
hearing, and candid judgment, from the firmeſt 
friend to the eſtabliſhed doctrines. Whatever 
names of reproach may be given on the preſent, 
or on ſimilar occaſions, I am well ſatisfied that 
there is no guilty hereſy, nothing wrong, in fol- 
lowing the convictions of my own mind, after a a 
full examination; and, moreover, that there would 
have been great hypocriſy in continuing any longer 
to conform to a mode of worſhip quite contrary 
to my convictions. 

It has ever been my deſire and practice, in the 
courſe of my miniſtry, to explain the great truths 
of chriſtianity, and thence to enforce and preſs 
upon my hearers the moral duties of the goſpel, 
and the indiſpenſible neceſſity of a virtuous and 
holy life; to remind them, that to live ſoberly, 
righteouſly, and piouſly, in this preſent world, to 
fear God and keep his commandments, to love 
our neighbour, and aſſiſt him by all kind offices, 
are among the things firſt n, and of the 
greateſt importance. 

I make no doubt, but the time will come, . 
the forms of worſhip in the liturgy of the. church 
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of England will be corrected, and reduced nearer 
to the ſtandard of ſcripture. But, alas! this will 
not be the work of my day. This generation 
will probably paſs away without ſeeing it. In the 
mean time, individuals muſt ſatisfy themſelves in 
their compliance with the preſent ſyſtem, accord- 
ing to their different apprehenſions of the truth 
of it, or ſeek their relief by peaceable retirement 
from a church, with which they are not agreed in 
the object of religious worſhip. In either of theſe 
caſes, there is no juſt occaſion given for reproach. 
The concern is perſonal, and confined to the con- 
ſcience of every individual ; over which, neither 
the magiſtrate, nor any private perſons, ſingle or 
aſſociated, have any authority. 

To yov, the pariſhioners of Swinderby, among 
whom I have lived in entire harmony, and to 
whom my labours in the miniſtry have been 
chiefly devoted ; to you, I would fay in particular, 
that I leave you, my honeſt affectionate neigh- 
bours, with regret ; but ſincerity towards God 
requires it, and this you will always think right, 
and to be followed. May you remember, and 
improve, by my late conſtant endeavours to in- 
ſtruct you according to the revealed will of God! 
I hope you will continue to go forward in the 
knowledge and obedience of the goſpel of Jeſus 
Chrift, framing your lives and converſation by it, 
28 
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as I alſo will ſtrive to do; ſo ſhall we fecure a 
meeting again in the future everlaſting kingdom 
af God, the father of all the families of the earth: 
To whom be glory, both now and fyr ever, 


Amen. 
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a of late, I have not attended upon your wi 
niftry ſo conſtantly as heretofore; and as I have 


ſome ground to think that you judge me to be 
guilty of a fault in abſenting myſelf, you will per- 
mit me to aſſign a reaſon. in juſtification of 15 g 


conduct. 


Lou are very ſenſible, fir, that you and I differ 
very much in our religious opinions; ſo much, in- 
deed,. that I have heard you declare, that a perſon 
who thinks as I do, is, on that account, excluded 


from ſalvation. Such a declaration, however, af- 


fects me but little; knowing well, that the great 


and good God hath never ſo declared; and: there- 
fore eſteeming the ſentence of any frail and falli- 


ble man as a thing of little moment. Though, bj 
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the. way, it ſeems no trifling affair, with re- 
ſpect to the perſon himſelf, who places himſelf in 
the ſeat of judgment, and pronounces condemna- 
tion on his brother for his opinions. This man 
had need look well to his authority. And how if, 
in the end, it ſhould appear that the party ſo con- 
demned, is one whom God-approves? But to re- 
turn :— The wide difference in our fentiments, of 
neceſſity,” prevents my gaining that profit from 
your miniſtry, which I would heartily wiſh to gain : 
and thus the principal deſign of public worſhip is 
defeated. How ſhould I be profited by what I am 
ſhocked and grieved to hear !—by that which the 
reverence which I owe to the ever bleſſed God ob- 
liges me to regard with abhotrence ?—that at 
which I am really aſhamed to be ſhocked and 
grieved no more; as, indeed, I ſhould be, if I had 
ſuch a ſenfe of God upon my mind as I ought to 
have. Yet although I think fo ill of your tenets, 
conſidered in themſelves, believing your fincerity 
unqueſtionable, I dv, at the fame time, account 
you a good and a worthy man. Such is every 
man, who, according to his beſt judgment, prac- 
tiſes what is right and good. Sincerity, ſir, is the 
chief thing in religion. You would think it ſo in 
2 matter between you and your friend. And why 
not in religion? Becauſe, ſay you, the great God 
doth not judge as man judges. Now, as I appre- 
hens this to be a capital * [ will examine ĩt 
4 a little; 
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a little; and what I ſhall ſay of it will be no r 
per introduction to what follows. 

And ſurely, if the great God did not judge of 
good and evil as we judge, he would never have 
made. this appeal to the wicked Iſraelites. « O 
tc houſe of Iſrael! are not my ways equal? Are 
« not your ways unequal ?“ It will be readily 
granted, that the thoughts and ways of the deity 
are, in one reſpect, far above our thoughts, and 
our ways. It would be very ſtrange if it were 
not ſo. The divine mind, ſeeing the whole compaſs 
of truth, and acting even to the extremeſt bounds 


of the univerſe, conſequently ſees and acts upon 


reaſons unknown to us. But, as all truth is con- 
iſtent, that which is unknown to us cannot be op- 
poſite and contradictory to that which is known, 
Shall we, then, ſay we know nothing? In this 


caſe would not our own hearts teſtify the falſity of 


our aſſertion ? Shall we ſay that human reaſon was 
ſo totally perverted by the fall, that it only deceives 
us? And ſhall we prove this too? But how ? 
Shall we prove by reaſon that reaſon is deceitful 2 
The attempt has often been made: but certainly 
no abſurdity can be more groſs. Shall we prove 


it by ſcripture ? But ſuppoſe we are aſked, © have 


e you any good reaſon to think the genuine ſenſe 
« of the ſcripture is ſuch ?? What ſhall we an- 
ſwer ? If we ſay no; in this caſe will not our con- 
ſciences condemn us, for receiving ſuch doctrine as 
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the genuine ſenſe of ſeripture. If we ſay yes ; is 
it not, then, manifeſt that, in judging of the ſenſe 


f ſeripture, we are determined by reaſon?” And 


thus is it not manifeſt, that the ſcriptural proof of 
reaſon's deceitfalneſs, is ultimately derived from de- 
critful reaſon itſelf ? It is undeniably : and con- 
ſequently ſuch proof is deceitful proof, and cannot 
be depended upon. If we de depend upon it, in ſa 
doing we declare that reaſon is not deceitful, in di- 
rect oppoſition to the very tenet which we were 
intending to eſtabliſh. Pray attend to this. In- 
deed, fir, it is very melancholy, to conſider how 
men have confounded and perverted a reaſonable 
mature. However, notwithſtanding all that has 
deen urged to the contrary, it is abundantly evi- 
dent, that we are endowed with capacities to judge 
aright, (within certain limits) even as the great 
God himſelf judges, concerning good and evil®, 
It is true we may incapacitate ourſelves, and then 
put the one for the other; and it ſeems too true, 
that this has been done by all who have perſuaded 
themſelves that human reaſon, as ſuch, is totally 
perverted ; ſo as to be quite unable to judge con- 
eerning good and evil, or things of a religious na- 
200. - | | 


'® Your contrary belief feems to have no other fapport thee 
the notion of 4he deceitfulneſs of human reaſon, reſulting from 
the fall, which notion hes vr to ſupport it, 
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Thus much, fir, being premiſed, I now beg 
leave to mention thoſe doctrines of your's, to 
which I principally object, and the ground of my 
objections. The doctrines are, that of the trinity 
according to Athanaſius ; the doctrine of original 
fin; the doctrine of election and reprobation ; the 
doctrine of the ſatis faction, and that of —_— 
rer 

The doctrine of the trinity, as Athanaſius and 
you reprefent it, appears to me utterly abſurd and 
contradictory : becauſe you reprefent the father, 
the ſon, and the ſpirit, as three ſeparate agents, 
each of them God, each of them infinite: and yet 
you ſay there is but one infinite God, You will 
not, ſurely, fay the father, ſon, and ſpirit, are not 
three ſeparate agents; when, at the fame time, you 
aſſert, that the father ſent the ſon into the world, 
who, in conſequence of being fo fent, came into 
the world, and did and ſuffered what is recorded 
of him: when, at the ſame time, you aſſert alſo, 
that the father ſent the fpirit in the name of the fon, 
and that the ſpirit, in conſequence of being fo ſent, 


came into the world, and convinced mankind of 


fin, &c. Surely, fir, you will not ſay that the fen- 
der and the ſent, he who commands, and he who 


my are at ſeparate agents, but the ſame v. 


Here, 


» wWenever you decthare the ton and ſpirit to be equal with 
ve father, you do, in the very terms, acknowledge that their 
exiftence 
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Here then are three agents, each of whom you 
affirm to be infinite, each of whom you affirm to 
be God, and to each of wham, as to the Lord 
your God, you pay divine worſhip. Yet you ſay 
there is but one infinite God. And you ſay well: 
but you miſerably contradict yourſelf : and (how- 
ever good your intention may be) you greatly diſ- 
honour the eternal deity, who is one infinite agent. 
The doctrine of original fin, (according to you, 
fir) ſeems to conſiſt of two parts: “n the firſt 
place, guilt derived from Adam's tranſgreſſion upon 
all his poſterity, whereby they are brought under 
the wrath and curſe of God, and are made liable 


to the torments of hell for ever “: - and, ſecondly, 


the total corruption of their nature; which is ſuch, 
that it renders them ſinners by nature, and dead 


exiſtence is ſeparate from the father's exifence. You always con- 


<eive of things as ex//ing ſeparately, when you think of their 


equality : you cannot help it if you would. * you may 
impoſe upon your ſelf. 

I believe, fir, this is a true repreſentation of this part of 
your doctrine, which, indeed, you do not very much inſiſt 
upon: but I beg leave to enquire why you do not? Why 
don't you preach ſeveral entire ſermons to aſcertain, illustrate, 
and enforce it; that ſo your hearers may know the value of it, 
being convinced how worthy it is of the infinitely good God to 
torment the poſterity of Adam in hell fire for ever, not for their 
own, but for Adam's tranſgreſſion? For my part I think you 
You are obliged in confcience thus to do, as you often profeſs 


that you account it your duty to declare the whole counſel of 
God, A RR gk 9 


1 
In 


( os } 


in treſpaſſes and fins ; ſo dead, that they are nd 
more able to do any thing truly good, —_ v 
corpſe is able to ariſe and walk. 

Wich reſpect to the firft of theſe articles, 1 
win obſerve, that if we know any thing what+ 
ſoever, we know that it is not juſt to puniſh one 
man for the ſin of another, If it be aſked, © How 
« do you know this ?” In return, I aſk, how do 
you know that there is any thing wrong, or incon- 
fiftent with juſtite, in oppreſſions, murders, maſ- 
ſaeres, perjuries, blaſphemies? Suppoſe any one 
ſnould affirm that theſe things are very innocont. If 
you thought he deſerved any notice, I doubt not 
you would eagerly contradict him. Yet you could 
not do it without ſhewing your inconſiſtency : for 
that ſame reaſon which declares theſe things to be 
efſentially unjufl, is equally clear, full, and poſi- 


ſitive in declaring the inju/tice of puniſhing one 


man for the ſin of another. If this be right, there 
is not the ſhadow of a reaſon for thinking thoſe 
horrid crimes to be really criminal. But we know 
aſſuredly that oppreſſions, murders, maſſacres, per- 
juries, blaſphemies, are really and eſſentially cri- 
minal : and, in the ſame manner, and, with equal 


certainty, we know that to puniſh on man for the 


fin of another, neither is, nor can be juſt ?. And, 
1 . there- 
T have 1 you ſay, fir,—you do not 8 that infants 


are ſent ioto hell. But if they are puniſhable for the lin of their 
| fur ſt 
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therefore, moſt ſincerely do I abhor the doctrine, 
which aſcribes ſuch a conduct to that righteous Be- 
ing, whom J would always venerate and adore. 
With reſpect to the ſecond article in this doc- 
trine, (viz.) the entire corruption of the human 
nature, whereby men are rendered ſinners by na- 
ture, and utterly incapacitated to do any thing 
which is truly good, I would obſerve, that, if we 
conſider what fin ig, it will be found a contradic- 
tion to ſay a man is a ſinner by nature. You 
may as well fay that it is ſinful for a man to have 
two hands, or two feet, as to ſay it is ſinful for 


firſt father, and if they are actually puniſhed in ſome degree, 
why ſhould they not receive the full puniſhment which is due to 
them? And why was it, when we were talking of this matter, 
that you ſeemed antoilling to be thought a believer in the dam- 
nation of infants? I apprehend 'you were ſhocked [for you 
Harted] at the impious tenet. It was well. The great God in- 
tended you ſhould.be ſhocked : and not at this tenet only, but 
alſo at ſeveral others which yeu believe and promulge. Indeed, 
he doth permit it to be otherwiſe. He endowed us with /iberty , 
Ci. e. freedom of will) that we might be accountable, I would 
Juſt take notice, here, that if we have zo liberty, if nothing but 
actual fin can proceed from our nature, as nothing but an im- 
pure ſtream cam proceed from an impure fountain; then are ac- 
tual ſinners (as you term them) and infants, upon the very ſame 
footing, in reſpect of guilt : for theſe laſt were juſt as able to 
prevent the ſin of their rt father, as the others were to prevent 
| What you term their own actual ſins, I cannot give them 
that name; becauſe as actual fin cannot ſubſiſt without agency, 
ſo neither without 7tberty can agency poſſibly ſubſiſt. 
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him to have human paſſions, or any thing elſe which | 


belongs to him as a man. But then may ſin be 
charged upon him, when he has knowingly and 
wilfully done the evil which he might have avoided, 
or omitted to do the good which he might have 
done. Till you can affirm either one or the other 
of him, you have no authority to call him a ſinner, 
And when, through his negligence or bad con- 
duct, he has corrupted himſelf, and acquired evil 
habits, you may ſay he is a ſinful and a wicked 
creature then, and not before. If this be the true 
account of fin and ſinfulneſs, a ſinful nature, as 
fuch, is plainly a contradiction. And can you, fir, 
prove that it is not the true account? If you can, 
I really think there is nothing too hard for you. 


But even though it were not impoſſible in itſelß, 


that the human nature, as ſuch, ſhould be morally 


corrupt and ſinful; yet, as it is the work of God, 


it muſt certainly be pure from all ſinful ſtain, You 
will tell me, perhaps, that it is not the work of 
God : but ſurely all nature, without exception, is 
his work. However, you inſiſt upon it, that the 
firſt man corrupted himſelf, and all thoſe who de- 
ſcend from him in the courſe of nature. But what, 
I beſeech you, is the courſe of nature? Without 
God it is nothing. By the powerful will of God 


all things were made: and that iI is as need- 


ful for their preſervation, as it was for their produc- 
tion. Hitherto the Almighty worketh :** his 


energy is felt throughout the univerſe, and the 
courſe 


( 18 } 
courſe of nature is the c of that energy. Sum- 
mer and winter, ſeed-time and harveſt, the ſuc- 
eeſſive generations of plants and animals, with all 
the infinite variety of events which take place in 
the natural world—All theſe are the reſult of that 
divine operation which never ceaſes. Adam could 
never have left any poſterity, if he had not been 
empowered by the will of God to propagate his ſpe- 
cies. If, then, he communicated a /inful nature 
to his children, he was empowered by the divine 
will fo to do. "The truth is, every child receives 
its being and its nature from God, who conveys 
it by the inftrumentality* of the parents; and 
the divine energy is as much concerned in pro- 
dueing the nature of every child which is born, 
as it was in producing the nature of the firſt 
man. Suppoſe this energy to ceaſe, and you cer- 
tainly cannot imagine the courſe of nature to conti 
nue. Seeing, then, the human nature is the wort 
of God, it cannot be a ſinful nature. And it is 
worthy of your conſideration, fir, that the bible 


ff a man have done an action which is finful, it cannot be 
denied that he was empowered by the divine will ſo to do: yet 
ſurely he dares not aſſicm, that, with reſpett to.this ſinful action, 
he was nothing more than the witrument in God's hand. It de- 
pends on a man whether the nature of his actions ſhall be ſinful 
or otherwiſe, It depends not on him, whether the nature of 
his children ſhall be ſinful or otherwiſe, The nature of his ac- 
tion is bis own work ; the nature of his child is Gad's work, 


tells 
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tells us it is the expreſs will of God, that the hu« 
man nature ſhould be ſuch as it is : becaufe it ac- 


quaints us, that, after the flood, this command was 
delivered, © be fruitful and multiply.“ 


The doctrine of election and reprobation aſferts | 


that, while, a ſmall part of mankind was, from 
eternity, predſtinated to enjoy everlaſting happi- 
neſs in the heavenly world, the greater part by far 
was alſo prede/tinated, by the ſame gracious God, 
to ſuffer everlaſting torments in hell fire. | 
That any man, whoſe underſtanding is not en- 
tirely ruined, ſhould believe this doctrine, would 


be to me a matter of the greateſt aſtoniſhment, if T 


Were not yet more aſtoniſhed to think, that it is 
delieved by ſome who do really venerate their 
maker. If it doth not carry its own refutation 


along with it, it muſt be owned there is little 


hope of its being refuted. However, I would ob- 
ſerve two things in relation to it. Firſt, that if 
any one were about to utter the moſt horrid blaſ- 
phemy againſt the ever bleſſed God, he would be 
put to it to invent any thing worſe, in kind, 
than what is contained in this doctrine. Should 
he take the hint from it to affirm, that God 


predeſtinated all the ereatures which he hath. 


made, or in future will make, to ſuffer æverlaſting 
torments : this would be only a greater degree of 
the ſame ind of blaſphemy. In the. next place, 
I. would take notice, that, when you fay, © al- 
© though the great God hath, prior to their 

K Exiſtence, 
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« exiſtence, prede/tinated and decreed the greateſt 
part of mankind to ſuffer everlaſting torments in 
„ hell, he is, nevertheleſs, infinitely good and 
« gracious.” I have good reaſon to think, that 
your heart recoi/s, and flatly denies what you 
utter with your tongue, though you frive hard to 
believe it. I aſk you, ſeriouſly, fir, is not ſuch 
the fact? And do not you impute it to the 
natural wickedneſs of your heart? I have no 
deſire that you ſhould anſwer me : but you will 
not do amiſs, perhaps, in delivering your anſwer 
to him who made you, and made you what you 
are; that you might naturally fudder at this 
horrid tenet, as you naturally udder at the moſt 
atrocious and ſhocking crimes. | . 
- The doctrine of the ſatisfaction is this; that 
Chriſt died in the room and flead of ſinners, ſuf- 
fering a puniſhment equivalent to what was due 
to them, and thereby ſatisfied the law and juſtice 
of God, Now what do we underſtand by theſe 
words, puniſhment, law, juſtice? Pain and 
puniſhment ſeem to be very different things. The 
brute animals ſuffer, but are net puniſhed : for 
then, only, is a being puniſhed, when he ſuffers 
for fin charged upon him. Law, in the preſent 
caſe, I take to be an authoritative edict, preſcri- 
bing to, and enjoining upon, its own ſubjects 
right conduct, and denouncing a. penalty againſt 
diſobedience, Juſtice is the ſame as righteouſ- 
neſs; it is eternal and immutable. Whatever is 
juſt 


* 
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jaſt and right, is ſuch in its own nature, it was 
always ſuch, and ſuch it muſt remain for ever. 
Likewiſe, whatever is unjuſt and wrong, is ſo in 
itſelf, eternally and immutably. The great God, 
who is omniſcient, knows all that is right or 
wrong : and he, of his abundant goodneſs, hath 
made us capable of the fame knowledge, as far as 
is needful and proper. for us. He hath made us 
thus capable, in that he hath made us reaſonable 
beings. As ſuch, we underſtand and know, that, 
to practiſe obedience to our maker's will, is 
Fight, We underſtand and know, it is right for 
a child, who has it in his power, to relieve and 
ſupport an aged parent in diſtreſs. And if a 
perſon return evil for good, we underſtand and 
know this to be wrong. And whatever it be 
which reaſon pronounces, with the ſame clearneſs, 
to be either juſt or unjuſt, ſuch it it. Every 
man muſt grant this, unleſs he will, grant—he 
has no reaſon to think that to be juſt or unjuſt, 
which yet he does think to be ſo: I mean every 
man who allows the exiſtence of juſtice and in- 1 
zuſtice. There was always a righteouſneſs proper f 
for every rational being exiſting, or deſigned to 
exiſt. This the ever bleſſed deity ſaw, and con- 
templated from everlaſting. This is what I un- f 
derſtand by eternal and immutable juſtice, It is 3 
founded on the circumſtances and relations of 4 
beings. To inſtance among ourſelves of the 4 
EU - K 2 human 
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human race :—Should a man be either a father or 
a fon, his being ſo related as he is, makes it juſt 
and right for him to do what does not belong to 
a perſon wha is without children, or who has loſt 
his farents. So riches, knowledge, wit, and 
power, make a certain conduct to be juſt and 
right for their ſeveral paſſeſſors, which cannot 
be right for perſons differently circumſtanced. 
We have now, I believe, got the true meaning 
of the terms in queſtion. But if law be ſuch 
as hath been ſaid, how ſhall its demands be ſatiſ- 
fed? It is exceeding plain, that they never. can 
otherwiſe than by a compliance with what is de» 
manded. The law requires of its own. ſubjects this 
alternative, * obey, or ſuffer the. penalty.” Now, 
in either caſe, there is compliance, and, conſequently 
fatisfatftion. But if they neither obey, nor ſuffer the 
peralty, there is no compliance, and, conſequently, 
10 fatisfattion. It ſignifies nothing to fay, that 
ſome perſon obeyed in their ſtead, or ſuffered in 
their ſtead. Neither the obedience nor the ſuffer- 
ing of this perſon is what the law demands : each 
is ſomething elſe + it is no compliance, and there - 
fore cannot be ſatisfaction. If you were to require 
one thing of me, and I were to give you another 
it could never be ſaid that I had ſatisfied your de- 
mand. You, indeed, may be ſatisfied with ſome- 
thing different from what you required: you may 
may be changed, But, if the {aw be changed, it 

will 
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will not be the law which we are conſidering. In- 
deed, it was never ſuppoſed to be changed.—It 


ſhould be remembered, however, that nothing can 


be more extravagant than to affirm any law to be 
ſatisfied, while its demands remain unſatisfied : and 


that theſe can only be ſatisfied by a compliance with 


-what is demanded : and that, as the obedience and 
ſufferings of Chriſt are no ſuch compliance with 
what the law of God demands, (which is the obe- 
dience or ſuffering of its own ſubjefts) therefore 
Chriſt hath not ſatisfied the law of God, in the 
room and ſtead of ſinners. , 
And that juſtice cannot be fatisfied' by the vica- 
rious puniſhment of an innocent perſon, is ſuffici- 
ently evident from this one eonfideration—that 
juſtice abſolutely forbids to puniſh the innocent. 
This you acknowledge, when you ſay (in regard 


to ſickneſs and pain) that infants would not be 


puniſhes, if they were not guilty. * However, you 
fay, that as Chriſt conſented to endure puniſhment, 
that conſent rendered him in juftice puniſhable. 
Did it then take away his innocence ? Did it 


render him properly criminal? If not; how then 
could it make him puniſbable? Will you affirm, 


that it is in the nature of ſuch conſent ſo to do? 
And that any one whe-eonſents to be puniſhed, is 
puniſhable in juſtice?” Sure you will not. But 
if you do, I muſt contradict you,. and declare, that 
a being is nat puniſhable on. account of his con- 
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ſent, but only on account of his crime. It is re- 
ally wonderful, that people ſhould imagine juſtice 
might be ſatisfied by what is a vialatian of juſ- 
tice. | 

With reſpect to the doctrine of imputed righte- 
ouſneſs, (via.) that the righteouſneſs of Chriſt is 
imputed to men, ſo as to become their righteouſ- 
Neſs II would obſerve, that to impute or reckon 
to me what is not mine, is wrong imputation, or 
prong reckoning z it is declaring a thing to be 
what it is not. Moreover, it is impoſſible to make 
that right conduct which I never performed, to be- 
come truly mine, merely by declaring it ſo to be. 
-Suppoſe a perſon in great affliction be by ſome 
other perſon relieved, and made eaſy and happy; 

and ſuppoſe it ſhould be generally reported that 
you relieved this diſtreſſed perſon, when you are 
conſcious that you have not done it: it is then im- 
puted and reckoned to you ; but it is.a wrong 
imputation ; and it is plainly and utterly impoſſi- 
ble that this deed ſhould become your. deed, Let 
who will declare it fo to be, the matter is not al- 
tered hereby; and ſuch declaration muſt inevita- 
bly be untrue. There are ſome who underſtand 
this doctrine ſomewhat differently from what I 
have defined it to be; but you, fir, I think, do 
not. Indeed, I take yours to be the true and pro- 
per idea of the doctrine : for if a perſon only derive 
2 | benefit 
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Senefit from Chriſt's 2 there i is ns im» 


tn e caſe®. -/ - 

I really ſhudder e ee 
this doctrine - the imputation of the ſins of men 
to the bleſſed fon of God But if you be a con- 
fiſtent belieyer in imputed righteouſneſs, you mu? 
believe in fuch imputation of ſins. Indeed, I hope 
you are not conſiſtent ; for, if you be, you can 
have no objection to that horrid aſſertion, which TI 
dare fay vou are not unacquainted with (viz.) 
that the great God turned away his face from his 
Expiring ſon as from an abominable object. This 


tenet is by no means compatible with the idea of 


the innocent enduring puniſhment inſtead of the 
guilty : but I am not ſurpriſed at the inconſiſtency. 


Yet all theſe doctrines, you think, are war- 


ranted by the word of God. And do you really 


think, fir, that the ſacred word can warrant ſuch. 


doctrines as theſe ? I think myſelf well authoriſed 
to declare them abſurd, unpoſlible, impious—and, 
therefore, falſe. If you deny the charge, you 
ſhould prove the contrary : which if you do, you 
will perform great and eminent fervice for the 
cauſe in which you are embarked. Till this is ef- 


* You believe (if I do pot miſunderſtand you) that if a man 
be approved of God, it is not on account of B own »righteouſ- 
eſe, but on account of be righteouſneſs of Chrifh, with which 

the man is adoryed, as with a glorious robe. 


feted, | 


1 
Fa 
J 


- - K ad & 8 Z 
> — ———— . — pe _ 


1 
fected, either by you or ſomebody elſe, I muft 
think it is not doing the' word of God much real 
Honour, to ſay, as you do, that theſe doctrines, are 
not only warranted by it, but are the principal and 
moſt excellent doctrines which it delivers to us. 1 
ſincerely bleſs God, that he hath taught me to put 
a much better, and a more natural} interpretation 
upon his, word, which has been lamentably ob- 
ſcured by the gloſſes of both ill-meaning and well- 
meaning perſons. And, as I eſteem the revela- 
tion which God has given us in the ſcriptures to be 
an invaluable treaſure, I am very forry to ſee it fo 
fadly perverted, as to be made to countenance opi- 
nions which are a reproach to-religion, Such opi- 
nions (pardon me, ſir,) I muſt hear, and little 
elſe, if I attend upon your miniſtry, I muſt hear 
the moſt unworthy and degrading repreſentations 
of the glorious deity, and, what is ſtill worſe, I 
muſt hear injuſtice and cruelty charged indirectly 
upon him who is perfectly juſt and infinitely bene- 
volent. I muſt hear another, repreſented as equal 
to him who is declared to be “ the ov true 
« God ;” and who himſelf hath, in his own per- 


| ſon, ſaid “ I am God, and there is none elſe.? 


I muſt hear prayers, (in which I would not join 
for the whole world) wherein penitent confeſſion 
is made to him who created. and formed us of a 
ſinful nature, and a. heart naturally full of wicked- 
eane/s ; muſt hear this canfeſſion, inſtead of a de- 

Dr vout 
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vout thankſgiving for thoſe intelligent and morał 
faculties, whereby we are made capable of relis 
gious and heavenly felicity. And J muſt hear 
praiſe and thanks aſcribed to the ever bleſſed God, 
for ſatisfying juſtice by that which his ſoul muſt ut- 
terly abhor—by the puniſhment of his holy, and 
innocent, and beloved fon, &c. &e. Sir, I am 
fhocked and grieved to hear theſe things. 

I have a little more to add, and I have done. 
I cannot help obſerving a very remarkable diffe- 
rence between your preaching, and that of many 
whoſe principles are a good deal fimilar to your 
own. Theſe perſons judging, that although men 
are naturally corrupt, they are moral agents ſtill 3 
and judging, moreover, that the goſpel hath re- 
vealed nathing more plainly than this truth 
that the preſent ſtate is a ſtate of trial and diſ- 
« cip/ine, having reſpect to another ftate, where 
« we are to be dealt with, according to our be- 
© haviour in this; —they do generally explain 
and enforce thoſe duties which are required of us, 
inſiſting on the various arguments and motives 
drawn from the nature of things, as well as thoſe 
peculiar to the - goſpel. Now, it is true, fir, I 
have heard you acknowledge, that the preſent ſtate 
is a ſtate of trial; but your preaching totally ex- 
eludes this truth: for you deny the moral agency 
of mankind ; affirming, that men are no more able 
to do 0 apy thing truly good, than a dead corpſe is 
able 


( 118 ) 
able to ariſe and walk; and one great part of your 
duſineſs is to defcribe the miſery and finfulneſs of 
this which you call our natural ſtate. Inſtead of 
counſelling your hearers (as was the apoſtle Paul's 
manner) to labour that they may be accepted of 
* God: becauſe we muſt all appear before the 
4 judgment-ſeat of Chriſt, that every one may 
« receive the things done in his body, according, 
to what he hath done, whether it be good or 
„ bad;” you tell them that, if they have the ſmal- 
leſt portion of true grace (which, you aver to be 
ſovereign, i. e. arbitrary) they ſhall certainly be 
faved'; but if they are never ſo happy as to be 
made partakers of this grace (which, being ſove- 
reign, doth not at all depend upon any thing they 
can do) they muſt inevitably be loſt, That is— 
thoſe who are loſt, are loſt for want of grace; and 
not becauſe they did the evil which they might 
have avoided, and omitted to do the good which 
they might have done*, You tell them, further, 
| that they muſt never expect to recommend them - 
ſelves to God by any thing they can perform. A 
piece of doctrine which doth not ſeem to corre- 
ſpond very well, either with the paſſage juſt quoted, 
or with the exhortation of the ſame apoſtle, ad- 


Von may poſſibly ſay, with ſome, that wicked men can ab- 
Kain from evil, and do good, if they will; while yet you 
affirm they cannot will, But ſurely a man cannot do what he 


cannot ./ to do, To tell him he can, is to inſult him. 
< IR dreſſed 


( 9 ) 
Areſſed to the Theſſalonians as follows We bes 
« ſeech you, brethren, and exhort you by the 
Jord Jeſus, that as ye have received of us how 
« ye ought to walk, and to pleaſe God, ſo ye 
« would abound more and more.” And yet it 
muſt be owned, that you expreſs great diſapproba- 
tion of the conduct of ſuch as think to be accepted 
of God, without the practice of what is good. I 
look upon this as a very happy inconſiſtency, re- 
ſulting from the principles of that nature, which 
(however you may depreciate and vilify it) is the 
excellent workmanſhip of aptly his rich and inva- 
luable gift, 
A manner of 8 o very ns to this | 
leading doctrine of the goſpel—that we ſhall be 
dealt with according to our behaviour in the pre- 
ſent Nate of trial and diſcipline—appears to me 
fo contrary to the intention of preaching, that it is 
not likely I ſhould receive much benefit from it: 
eſpecially it is not likely, as I conſider it liable to 
the preceding objections. | 
And now, fir, I have given you my ow for 
non-attendance upon your miniſtry, It is not be- 
cauſe I have a di//ike to public worſhip. So far 
from it, I cannot help thinking it a misfortune to 


be thus debarred from what I eſteem a great and 


deſirable privilege. I ſhould rejoice to join with 
ey fellow-chriftians in Wuch worſhip as I think 
agree 


(an 
agreeable to the true ſpirit of chriſtianity: but 
were I to join with you, I ſhould, in many in- 
flames, wrong my conſcience: and in barely giv» 
ing attendance, I cannot avoid being hurt, more 
or leſs, by what I hear. When 1 do attend, I 1 
endeavour to make the moſt of what I approve, 
join in the worſhip where I can, and pay a parti- 
cular regard to your ſincerity and upright mean» 
ing. If it ſhould be aſked, why I attended con- 
 fantly fo long; I did it, becauſe I was afraid of 
ſetting a bad example, or rather what might be ſo 
conſtrued, But, on further conſideration, there 
ſeems no great reaſon to fear this, as it is well 
known, that I do not make the day a day of plea- 
fure: and I hope, and am perſuaded, that my 
abſence is not ſuſpected to proceed * a diſra- 
gard to religion. 

In this letter, fir, I have not ſcrupled to 65. 
dare my ſentiments of your opinions with a great 
deal of Frantueſt e you may poſſibly think, too 
much. But the caſe required it. And I doubt 
not you would have been as free with my princi- 
| ples, if you had written to me on the ſubject.— 1 
had in view the honour of God, and the chriſtian 
religion, as well as the juſtification of my own 
conduct. I affure you, that I neither intended, 
nor do intend, any thing like hoſtility : for, 
however much I may think you mifaken, as a 


man 
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man I eſteem and reſpect you; and have not 
deſignedly failed to few my reſpect upon pro- 
per occaſions, when you were either preſent or 
abſent. I now beg leave to offer you my beſt 
wiſhes, and ſubſcribe myſelf, 


[ 


Reverend fir, 
Your real friend, 


and very humble ſervant, 


/ 
p 
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AN 


EXHORTATION 
TO ALL 
CHRISTIAN PEOPLE, _ | 


- TO REFRAIN FROM 


- 


TRINITARIAN WORSHIP. 


We preach unto you, that ye ſhould turn unto the 
LIVING Gop, who made heaven and earth and the 
ſea, and all things that are therein. Acts xiv, 15, 


bs. 


ADVERTISEMENT: 


In the following addreſs, great uſe is made of 4 
tract entitled, A free and ſerious addreſs to 
the chriſtian laity, eſpecially thoſe, who, being 
of unitarian fentiments, conform to trinitarian 
worſhip,” which is aſcribed to Mr. Toulmin, of 
Taunton. The words of other authors, as quoted 
by that writer, are alſo in ſome places adopted, 
without any reference being made to them, 


[ Re-printed from the ſecond edition, 1789. ] 


PREFACE 


TO THE 


SECOND EDITION. 


Tux writer of the following addreſs is unwil- 
ling to let a ſecond edition of it appear, without 
attempting to point out the inconſiſtency of thoſe 
who have expreſſed their approbation of the ſen- 
timents it contains, whilſt they continue to join 
in trinitarian worſhip. It was not drawn up fo 
much with the view of expoſing the errors of 
the book of Common-prayer, as of prevailing 


upon you, who are ſenſible of thoſe errors, to- 


difcontinue the uſe of devotional forms, which 
you look upon as inconſiſtent with the ſcriptures. 
Be intreated, brethren, carefully and ſeriouſly to 
review the conſiderations which are laid before 
you in this little tract. Carry in your minds, 
whilſt you are reading it, that you are the perſons 
principally addreſſed. Apply every argument. 
for religion is a perſonal concern—apply every 
argument to your/elves. Examine them carefully, 
and inquire if you can be juſtified in treating them 
with neglet, Do not trifle: with yourſelves. Be- 
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ware of admitting any vain plea, as a fufficient 
apology for your acting inconſiſtently with your 
convictions, Will you fay that you are advanced 
in life—that your habits are fixed—that it is too 
late for you to think of forſaking the walls to 
which you have been accuſtomed from your in- 
fancy? And do you really think that ſuch an ex- 
cuſe will be admitted by the great ſearcher of 
hearts? An excuſe for what? For acting as an 
hypocrite, and for ſupporting thoſe groſs corrup- 
tions of the goſpel which rob it of its beautiful 
fimplicity, and prove an inſurmountable ſtumbling- 
block in the way of unbelievers of every denomi- 
nation. If fuch an apology will acquit you, it 
will acquit the greateſt ſinner upon easth ; for 
ſuch an one can plead that his habits are of too 
long a ſtanding for him to root them up. The 
fact, however, is, that this conſideration, inſtead | 
of excuſing him, will ſerve to aggravate his guilt 
and increaſe his puniſhment. Trifle, therefore, no 
Jonger—no longer confeſs the truth in words, 
whilſt in actions you deny it: aſſert the fairneſs 
and fimplicity of your characters. Let the pro- 
Miſe of our lord to - thoſe diſciples who ſhould 
act a conſiſtent part, animate you to ſurmount the 
difficulties which lie in your way. He that 
findeth his life mall loſe it, and he that loſeth his 
life for my ſake ſhall find it.“ Matt. x. 39. In 
the preſent happy times, the friends of the truth 

ä have 
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have not thoſe dreadful hardſhips. to encounter, 
which in former days fell to the portion of thoſe 
who ſtood forth in oppoſition to prevailing errors. 
But ſtill, if you act agreeably to your convictions, 
you mult expect to meet with fome reproach and 
oppolition, © In the world we muſt have tribu- 
lation: but let us be of good cheer; our lord 
hath overcome the world.” Let his example en- 
courage us. Let us be neither terrified from 
bearing an unwavering teſtimony to the truth, 
nor irritated againſt thoſe who may condemn us. 
Ere long they may become our firmeſt friends. 
And if it be otherwiſe, let us not render evil for 
evil, or railing for railing, but contrawife bleſ- 
ſing in meekneſs inſtructing thoſe that oppoſe 
themſelves. This is by no means inconſiſtent with 
the moſt determined zeal for the truth. Let us 
always remember that it is not the men, but their 
errors, that we are to oppoſe. Of the men, let 
us endeayour to think as charitably as poſſible. 
Let us avoid putting the moſt unfavourable con- 
ſtruction even upon their heat and violence. Let 
us not be ever ready to impute that behaviour to 

mere malice, which may really fpring from a ſin- 
cere attachment to what they believe to be the 
truth. One ſhould hope that the violence of per- 
ſecutors may ſometimes be aſcribed to the miſtakes 
of the head, and not to the depravity of the heart. 
J truſt that ſome of thoſe who would draw the 
| | | ſword 
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bord __' us on TR will rejoice to meet as 
in heaven. * 

But whilſt you 3 the canta Aer 
wird thoſe who differ from you, permit me to 
recommend it to you to take every opportunity of 
attempting to correct their errors, and to give 
them juſter notions of the chriſtian religion. You, 
who have been educated conformiſts, muſt enjoy 
many opportunities of doing this, which do not 
fall in the way of thoſe whoſe connections natu- 
rally lie among diſſenters from the eſtabliſhed 
church. You likewiſe are better able to enter 
into the feelings of churchmen than they are, 
and can afford a more unequivocal evidence, that 
a regard to truth, and to conſiſtency of character, 
has really ſome FN influence upon your own 
minds. | | 

And whilſt you are thus . yourſelves, 
let the excellence of your conduct be anſwerable 
to the warmth of your zeal. Thoſe who greatly 
intereſt themſelves in matters of religion, are 
always watched by the world with the moſt cri- 
tical exactneſs, and are expected to live under the 
influence of that religion, about which they ap- 
pear ſo much concerned. - Let your light, then, 
fo ſhine before men, that they, ſeeing your good 
works, may glorify your father who is in heaven. 
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AN 


AN 


 EXHORTATION 


TO REFRAIN FROM 


TRINITARIAN WORSHIP. 


MY CHRISTIAN BRETHREN, 


Ir is upon a matter of great importance, that L 
am now about to addreſs you. I truſt you will 
pay all poſſible attention to what I am going to 
ſay. May God almighty give you a ſerious, un- 
prejudiced mind! May he open your eyes to the 
truth as delivered by the bleſſed Jeſus! May he 


enable you to obey the dictates of your conſciences, 


and to follow your honoured and. beloved maſter, 
through evil report, or through good report, 
through life, or through death! It is under a 
ſenſe of the preſence of the great God, and, I 
truſt, with a view to his honour and glory, that 
I now exhort you to turn from the worſhip of 
thoſe who are called gods, whether in heaven or 
in earth, and to confine your religious homage to 
that ons Gop, THE F ATHER, of whom are all 
things *, 
® 4 Cor. viii. ge 

You 
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You know, my brethren, it was foretold by 
the apoſtles, that there ſhould be a great falling 
away from the ſimplicity of Chriſt, and that the 
goſpel, that precious Jewel, ſhould be greatly tar- 
niſhed, in paſſing through the polluted hands of 
men. Their prophecy was remarkably fulfilled. 
Chriſtianity was quickly disfigured. It was but 
about two hundred and fifty years ago, that thoſe 
doctrines which we term the errors of popery, 
were firmly held by almoſt all the chriſtian 
church: and when our forefathers began to diſ- 
cover their miſtakes, the corruptions of chriſtia- 
nity had gained ſo firm a footing, and had been 
eſtabliſhed ſo many hundred years, that old goſ- 
pel truths were looked upon by moſt men as 
mere novelties, and nothing was more common 
than for the catholics to cry out upon the pro- 
teſtants, Where was your doctrine before Lu- 
ther aroſe? Where was your church before king 
Edward's days?“ | | 

It was not to be expected, that men ſhould at 
once obtain an unclouded view of chriſtianity 
that they ſhould at once ſee through all the errors 
which had been collecting together for more than 
a thouſand years. Accordingly, though (in the 
midſt of much inſult and oppoſition) they remoyed 
a great deal of rubbiſh from the fair goſpel build- 
ing, they ſuffered no ſmall quantity to remain : 
* they with all their might, one 

ſpecies 
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ſpecies of idolatry, they ſtrained every nerve to 
ſupport another, perſecuting unto death thoſe whe 
would worſhip no other being than the one Gop 
and Father of all. So generally has the doctrine 
of three eternal perſons (each of whom is ſaid to 
be God) been received, even by proteſtants, that 
I ſhould not wonder if ſome of you, my friends, 
for want of knowing better, ſhould follow the 
example of the catholics, and charge us, who deny 
that doctrine, with introducing novelties : though 
it has been proved, to the ſatisfaction of many 
worthy chriſtians, that the body of believers, for 
the ſpace of more than two hundred years after 
Chriſt, held that the Father only is Gop, and that 
the lord Jeſus was nothing more than his highly 
favoured ſon and meſſenger &. This is very dif- 
ferent from the doctrine of the church of Rome, 


of England, or of Scotland. How widely theſe 


churches have deviated from the faith of the holy 
ſcriptures, as well as from the practice of Jeſus 
and his apoſtles, with regard to religious worſhip, 
you will be able to form ſome judgment from the 
following contraſt. 


£ 3h. 2 


* The heads of- the argument to prove this point, may be 
ſeen in a little pamphlet, entitled, A general view of the argu- 
ments for the unity of God, and againſt the divinity and pre- 


exiſtence of Chriſt, from reaſon, from the ſcriptures, and from | 


hiſtor y.“ But thoſe who wiſh to ſee the queſtion fully canveſſed; 
will peruſe the coutroverſy between Dr. FI and Dr. 
9 &c. 

| DiREcTIONs 


— 


Dmicrioxs relative to the OBJECT of 1007 ſhip, 
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with ſpecimens of RAL ERS - devout WISHES, 


&c, 


Found in the CHRISTIAN 
SCRIPTURES. 


* Thou, when thou 
prayeſt, pray to thy Fa- 


THER, who is in fecret, 


and thy FAT HER, who 
ſeeth in ſeeret, ſhall re- 
ward thee openly. After 
this manner, therefore, 
pray ye: Our Farkxx, 
who art in heaven.“ 
Matt. vi. 6, 9. Luke 
> 2. 

« Jefus faith dre 
hour cometh, and now 
is, when the true wor- 
ſhippers ſhall worſhip 


the FATHER in fpirit 


and in truth, for the 


Found in the nook of. 
COMMON PRAYER, 
and in the writings of 

| PRESBYTERIANS and 
other DISSENTERS. 


« The catholic faith 
is this, that we worſhip 
one God in trinity and 
trinity in unity. 
Athanafian erecd. 

* Then likewiſe the 
miniſter ſhall ſay, Glory 
be to the Father, and to 
the ſon, and to the holy 
ghoſt ; Anſwer, As it - 
was in the beginning, is 
now, and ever ſhall be, 
world without end *.“ 
Morning ſervice. | 


Pope Damaſus is ſaid to have decreed, in 2 Roman coun- 
eil, that glory to the Father, and to the ſon, and to the holy 
ghoſt, ſhould be ſaid or ſung at the end of the pſalms, This 
was in the latter part of the fourth century, 


FATHER 
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From the Scriptures. 
FarRHRER ſeeketh ſuchto 
worſhip HIM.“ John iv. 


23. See alſo John xiv. 


13, 14. XV. 16. xvi. 23. 

I bow my knees un- 
to the FATHER of our 
lord Jeſus Chriſt, of 
won the whole family 


in heaven and earth is 


named,” Eph: iii. 14. 
15. | 
“Giving thanks al- 
ways, for all things unto 
Gop,eventheFaTHER, 
in the name of our lord 


ſus, r. viii, 2. and ix, 18.) were jews, Now the j jews paid 


ters, Some of the perſons who are ſaid to have worſhipped le- L 
, 
M reli- 


From the Com. Prayer, &c. 


Above allthings, ye i 
muſt give moſt humble if ; 
and hearty thanks to VA 
God the Father, the ſon Ty 
and the holy ghoſt, for 
the fedemption of the 135 
world, &c.“ Communion Fil 
Service. "i 
« It is very. meet, 
right, and our bounden 
duty, that we ſhould, at 
all times and in all 
places, give thanks unto." 
thee, O Lord! almighty 
and everlaſting God, 


Jeſus Chriſt.“ Eph. v. who art one God, one ; 
20. See alſo ch. ii, 18. lord; not one only perſon, i 55 
Rom. xv. 6. Col. i. 3, but three perſons, in one 4 
12. ch. lit. 17. James ii. ſubſtance. For that 
9. 1 Peter i. 175. which we believe of the ol 
* Tt is faid, Heb. i. 6. * when he bringeth in the firſt begot- * 
* ten into the world, he ſaith, and let all the angels of God a 
« worſhip him ;"? and we read of particular perſons worſhip- : : 5 
ping our lord. But it is well known that by the term worſhip 1 
is dot always meant religlour adoration. It is frequently uled to 9 
deſcribe thoſe marks of reſpect which are paid to greai charac- ay 
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From th# Scriptures, From the Com. Prayer, &c. 
„At that time Jeſus glory of the father, the 
anſwered and - ſaid, I ſame we believe of the 
thank thee, O FarHer, ſon, and of the holy 
lord of heaven and earth, ghoſt, without any dif- 
becauſe THou haſt hid ference or inequality.” 
theſe things from the Upon the feaſt of trinity. 
' wiſe and prudent, and Religious worſhip is 

haſt revealed them unto to be given to God the 
# 7 Bd a ; 0 
religious worſhip to Gop only, Indeed I ſhould imagine that 
few trinitarians themſelves will aſſert that at the period when 
the leper or the ruler worſhipped (or made obeiſance to) Jeſus, 
the doctrine of his deity was publicly taught. Conſequently that 
worſhip had nothing in it of a religious nature, 

It is ſaid, 1, Chron, xxix. 20. , All the congregation wor- 
® ſhipped the lord and the king :” and in Daniel ii. 46. * that 
4 Nebuchadhcazar fell upon his. face and woripped Daniel, 
« and commanded that they ſhould offer an oblation (or pre- 
«© ſent) and ſweet odours unto him,” as a mark of reſpeR, agree- 
ably to the eaſtern method of doing perſons honour, Jeſus alſo, 
ſpeaks of a ſervant who fell down before his maſter, and worſhip» 
ped him. Matt. xviii, 26, When therefore we read that the le per 
worſhipped Jeſus—that his diſciples, upon his aſcenſion, worſhip- 
ped him, &c. it is reaſonable to underſtend it as meaning no- 
thing more, than that they did him homage, as a great chargc- 
ter, or as a divine prophet. You will be confirmed in this, upon, 
finding that all their religious addreſſes were directed to the one 
Cod, the Father of Jeſus. 


If ye loved me, ſaid the lord Jeſus to his difciptes, ye 
would rejoice, becauſe I faid, I go unto the TUNG © for my Fa- 


ther 1 r i that 2 5 xiv. 28. l 
CHE 5 


babes : 


From the Scriptures. 
babes: evenſoFaTHER, 
for ſo it ſeemed good in 
THY light.” Matt. xi. 
25, 26. Luke x. 21. 

- « And he— fell on his 
face and prayed, ſaying, 
Omy FATHER, if it be 
poſſible let this cup pals 
from me: nevertheleſs 
not as I will but as r Hou 
wilt.“ Matt. xxvi. 39. 
See Mark xiv. 36. Luke 
xxii. 42. xxiii. 34. 46. 
„ And Jeſus lift up 
his eyes and faid, F A- 
THER I thank thee that 
THoU haſt heard me.” 
John xi. 41. 


0 Now is my ſoul 
troubled, and what ſhall 


I fay, FarHER ſave me 
from this hour? but for 
this cauſe came I unto 
this hour, FATHER, 
glorify thy name.” John 
xii. 27, 28. 

Holy FAr HER, keep, 
en thine on name, 


( 235 ) 
From the Com. Prayer, &c. 


father, the ſon, and the 
holy ghoſt; and to him 
alone.” The Aſſembly's 
confeſ. of faith, ch. 21. 
„The fecond part of 
prayer is adoration, and 
it contains (1.) A men- 
tion of his nature as God; 
and this includes his 
moſt original properties 
and perfections: his 
unity of eſſence, that 


there is no other God 


beſides him: his incon- 
ceivable ſubſiſtance in 


three perſons, the fa- 
ther, the ſon, and the. 


holy ſpirit; which my 
tery of the trinity is u 
molt proper object of our 
adoration and wonder 
ſince it ſo much ſurpaſſes 
our underſtanding.“ 
Waits's S to aw ery 
p. 6. 

«© We mult give his 
nour to three perſons in 


the godhead diſtinctly: 
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From the Scriptures, 
thoſe whom Hou haſt 
given me.” John xvii. 
11. See alſo John xvii. 
I, 3, 5» 13, 24, 25, and 
Acts iv. 24, &c. 

„ Blefſed be Gon, 
even the FATHER of our 


lord Jeſus Chriſt, the 


FATHER of mercies and 
the Gop of all comfort, 
who-comforteth us in all 
our tribulation.” 2 Cor. 
i. 3. See alſo Eph. i 
3. ex: 
; «Bleſſed be the Gop 
and FATHER of ourlord 
Feſus Chriſt, who, ac- 
cording to his abundant 
mercy, hath begotten us 
again unto a lively hope, 
by the reſurrection of 
Jeſus Chriſt from the 
q ad.“ x Peter i. 38, 


From the Com. Prayer, Sc. 


to the father, the ſon, 
and the holy ghoſt.“ 
Henry's Method of 
prayer. 

Thou art the king 
of glory,O Chriſt. Thou 
art the- everlaſting ſon 
of the Father.” «We 
therefore pray thee to 
help thy ſervants, whom 
thou haſt redeemed with 
thy precious blood. 
Make them to be num<- 
bered with thy ſaints in 
glory everlaſting.” Ty 
Deum. 

« O God the ſon, re- 
deemer of the world, 
have mercy.upon us mi- 
ſerable ſinners. 
. « O God the holy 
ghoſt, proceeding from 
the father and the ſon, 


* We: read, Ads vii. 59. that © they ſtoned Stephen calling 
upon God is not in the original) and ſaying, Lord Jeſus receive 
„% my ſpirit,” or breath of life, as if he had ſaid, * accept this 
& ſacrifice of my life which I lay down for thy ſake.” Stephen 
had juſt ſeen the heavens opened, and the ſon of man ſtanding at 


the 


1 1 1 


From the Scriptures, 
According to the 
will of Gop, the FA- 
THER, to whom beglory 
for ever and ever,” Gal. 
i. 4, 5. 

« Now unto Gon, 
even our FATHER, be 
glory for eyerand ever,” 
Phil, iv. 10. 

« Now unto the king 
eternal, immortal, invi- 
ſible, theonly wiſe Gop, 
be honour and glory for 
ever and ever.“ 1 Tim, 
i. 17, See alſo Matt. vi. 
13. Luke ii. 14. Rom. 
i. 25. xi. 33, 30. xvi. 
25, 27. 2 Cor. xi. 31. 
Eph. ili. 20, 21. 1. Tim. 
vi. I4, 15, 16, 


the right hand of God. The impreſſion made by ſo grand a 


"x Peter © 


From the Com. Prayer, & c. 


have meray upon us mis 
ſerable ſinners. 
« O holy, bleſſed, and 


glorious - trinity, three 
perſons and one God, 


have mercy upon us mi- 
ſerable ſinners, s. F 

« Whom thou haſt 
redeemed with thy moſt 
precious blood. By the 
myſtery of thy holy in- 
carnation ; by thy holy 
nativity and circumci- 
ſion; by thy baptiſm, 
faſting and temptation z 
by thy agony and bloody 


ſweat; by thy croſs and 


paſſion ; by thy precious 
death and burial z by 
thy glorious reſurrection 


Ipectacle would not quickly wear off, Ts it wonderful then 
that he ſhould addreſs that fon of man? When we are in ſimi- 
lar circumſtances, it is to be preſumed that we may do the ſame, 
Paul ſays to Timothy, 1 Tim. i, 12. * I thank Jeſus Chriſt our 
© lord.” But we may expreſs our thankfulneſs towards any 


abſent friend and benetattor, without directly addreſſing, much | 


More without worſhipping, that friend. | 
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( 133 ) ; 
From the Scriptures. From the Com. Prayer, Oc. 


v. 10, 11. Jude 24, 25. 
Rev. iv. 8, 11. vii. 11, 
12 *. 

“Grace be to you and 
peace from Gop, our 
FATHER, and the lord 
Jeſus Chriſt,” Rom. 3. 
3 | 
Grace, mercy, and 
peace, from Gop, the 
FaTHterR, and Feſus 
Chriſt our lord.” 1 
Tim. i. 2, 0 

« Grace be with you, 
mercy and peace from 


and aſcenſion; and by 
the coming of the holy 


ghoſt. 
« Son of God we be- 


ſeech thee to hear us. 


« Olamb of God, that 
takeſt away the fins of 
the world, have mercy 
upon us. O Chriſt hear 
us. Lord have mercy 
upon us. Chriſt have 
merey upon us. Lord 
have mercy upon us.— 
From our enemies de- 


fend us O Chriſt. O ſon 


* There are in ſcripture a few afcriptions of praiſe and glory to 
the lord Jeſus, 2 Peter iii. 8. Rev. i. 5,6. v. 9, 11, 12, 13. vii. 
9, 10. but not one, as if he werethe great God. Indeed, they are 
not addrefſed to him, as if he were ſuppoſed to be preſent, ex- 
sept in the Revelation, c. v. and vii. where he is repreſented as 
being adtually before the angels who addreſs him. It ſhould 
alſo be obſerved that he is there addreſſed as the [amb rhat was 

ſain, as a creature capable of dying, which can never be ſaid of 
the eternal unchangeable Jehovah. Indeed, they addreſs him as 
a Being t elv diſtin from God; „ thou waſt ſlain, and haſt 
* redeemed us to God.” v. g. If he be joined with God in this act 
of praiſe; it is u more than David was. All the congregation 
* howed do vn their heads, and worſhipped the lord and the 
% King.“ x Chron. xx x. 20. Honour will ever be due to the 
poly Jeſus, but not ieligious worſhip, —Rom. ix. 5. may be 
tranflated— the God over all (the ſupreme Gop) be bleſſed for 


„ever: 


: « Gon 


( 139 ) 


From the Seriptures. From the Com. Prayer, Oe. 


Gos the FATRHER, and 
from the lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, the ſon of the 
FATHER, in truth and 
love.“ 2 John 3. 
Grace be unto you, 
and peace, from HIN 
who is, and who was, 
and who is to come; and 
from the ſeven ſpirits *, 
who are before the 
throne — and from Jeſus 
Chriſt, who is the faĩth- 
ful witneſs, and the firſt- 
begotten from the dead, 
and the prince of the 


kings of the earth,” 


Rev. i. 4, 5. See alſo 
Rom. xvi. 20, 24. 1 
Cor. i. 3. 2 Cor. i. 2. 
xiii. 14. Gal. i. 3. vi. 
18. Eph. i. 2. vi. 23, 
24. Phil. i. 2. iv. 23. 
Col. i. 2. iv. 18. 1 
Theſſ. i. 1. iii. 11, 12. 


of David have mercy 
upon us, Graciouſly 
hear us, O Chriſt : gra- 
ciouſly hear us, O lord 
Chriſt,” Litany. 

« For thou only art 
holy, thou only art the 
lord: thou only, O 
Chriſt, with the holy 
ghoſt, art moſt high in 
the glory of God the 
Father.” Communion 
Service. 

« Now unto the king 
eternal, immortal, in- 


viſible, the only wiſe 


God, and our God in 


three perſons, father, 
ſon, and holy ghoſt, 


be honour and glory, 


dominton and praiſc, 
henceforth and for ever. 


Amen.“ ——— Henry on 


Prayer. 


« Through jcſug 


This expreſſion ſhews that this and the three preceding 
Paſſages ſhould be conſidered only as pious wiſhes and nvi praye 
«rs, for ſurely the writer would not pray to the ſe ven ſpirits. 
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( 138) ; 
From the Scriptures. From the Com. Prayer, &c. 


v. 10, 11. Jude 24, 25. 


and aſcenſion; and by 


Rev. iv. 8, 11. vii. 11, the coming of the holy 


12*. 

Grace be to you and 
peace from Gop, our 
FATHER, and the lord 
Jeſus Chriſt.“ Rom. i. 
* 
Grace, mercy, and 
peace, from Gop, the 
FaTHER, and Jeſus 
Chriſt our lord.” 1 
'Tim. 1. 2, 

« Grace be with you, 
mercy and - peace from 


ghoſt. 

« Son of God we be- 
ſeech thee to hear us. 

« Olamb of God, that 
takeſt away the fins of 
the world, have mercy 
upon us. O Chriſt hear 
us. Lord have mercy 
upon us. Chriſt have 
merey upon us. Lord 
have mercy upon us.— 
From our enemies de- 


fend us O Chriſt. O fon 


* There are in ſcripture a few afcriptions of praiſe and glory to 
the lord Jeſus, 2 Peter iii. 8. Rev. i. 5, 6 v. 9, 11, 12, 13. vii. 
9, 10. but not one, as if he were the great God. Indeed, they are 
not addrefſed to him, as if he were ſuppoſed to be preſent, ex- 
gcpt in the Revelation, c. v. and vii. where he is repreſented as 
being actually before the angels who addreſs him. It ſhould 
alſo be obſerved that he is there addreſſed as the [amb rhat was 

ſain, as à creature capable of dying, which can never be ſaid of 
the eternal unchangeable Jehovah. Indeed, they addreſs him as 
a Being t el diſſinct from God; „ thou waſt ſlain, and haſt 
* redeemed us to God.” v. g. If he be joined with God in this act 
of praiſe; it is uo more than David was. * All the congregation 
* bowed do vn thei heads, and worſhipped the lord and the 
% king.” x Chron. xx x. 20. Honour will ever be due to the 
holy Jefus, but not ieligious worſhip, —Rom. ix. 5. may be 
tranflated—% the God over all (the ſupreme Gop) be bleſſed for 
„ever“ | | 

Gon 


( 139 ) 


From the Seriptures. From the Com Prayer, c. 


Gop the FATHER, and 
from the lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, the ſon of the 
FATHER, in truth and 
love.“ 2 John 3. 

Grace be unto you, 
and peace, from HIN 
who is, and who was, 


and who is to come; and 


from the ſeven ſpirits *, 
who are before the 
throne—and from Jeſus 
Chriſt, who is the faith- 
ful witneſs, and the firſt- 
| begotten from the dead, 
and the prince of the 
kings of the earth,” 
Rev. i. 4, 5. See alſo 
Rom. xvi. 20, 24. 1 
Cor. i. 3. 2 Cor. i. 2. 
xiii. 14. Gal. i. 3. vi. 
18. Eph. i. 2. vi. 23, 
24. Phil. i. 2. iv. 23. 
Col. i. 2. iv. 18. 1 
Theſſ. i. 1. iii. 11, 12. 


of David have mercy 
upon us. Graciouſly 
hear us, O Chriſt: gra- 
ciouſly hear us, O lord 
Chriſt,” Litany. 

« For thou only art 
holy, thou only art the 
lord: thou only, O 
Chriſt, with the holy 
ghoſt, art moſt high in 
the glory of God the 
Father.” Communion 
Service. 

« Now unto the king 
eternal, immortal, in- 
viſible, the only wiſe 


God, and our God in 


three perſons, father, 
ſon, and holy ghoſt, 


be honour and glory, 


dominion and praiſe, 
henceforth and for ever. 


Amen.“ ——— Henry n 


Prayer. 


6 —— Through Jeſus 


This expreſbon ſhews that this and the three preceding 
Paſſages ſhould be conſidered only as pious wiſhes and nvi proye 
«rs, for ſurely the writer would got pray to the ſeyed ſpirits. 


V. 23. 


From the heriptures. 
v. 23 28. 2 Thefl A. 
2; ii. 16, 17. iii, 5, 16, 
18. 2 Tim. i. 2, 18. iv. 
22, Titus i. 4. iii 15. 
Philem. iii. 25. Heb, 
xiii. 20, 25, 1 Peter i. 
2. v. 10, 14. 2 Peter i. 
2 Jude 2. Rey. Wii. 
21. | 


( 14 ) 
From the Gam. . rug c. 


Chriſt our lord; to 
whom with thee, O Fa- 
ther, and thine holy 
ſpirit, be everlaſting 
praiſes,” Dodd ridge. 
Jeſus, my God, thy 
blood alone 
Hath power en to 
ga atone.” - 

Watts, Pſ. 1 „51. 
* To God the Father, 

God the fon, 
And God the ſpirit, 

three in one, 

Be honour, praiſe and 
glory given, 
By all on earth and all in 
henten,“ 

Matt“ Doxplogy. 
See alſo Pſ. xix. long 
metre, ver. 5, 6. pſ. Av. 
e. ex. exviii, & e. 

4 God the Father, 
Gad the ſon, and God 
the holy ghoſt, bleſs, 
preſerve and keep you.“ 
Matrimony. | 

BRETHREN, 


oe "Dd 
- BRETHREN, before I proceed, ſuffer me to afle 
you, if you have carefully conſidered the paſſages, 
which haye been laid before you ? Have you read 
them over with attention? Have you endeavoured 
to read them with impartiality ? Have you prayed 
to almighty God, that he would not ſuffer you to 

be carried away by groundleſs prejudices—that 
he would open your eyes to his truth? 

Brethren, it is no trifling matter. It is a very 
ſerious queſtion, whether we be to worſhip one 
divine perſon, or three divine perſons one God, 
or three Gods. Have you, then, really peruſed 
the above contraſt with that ſerious attention, 
which the ſubject calls for? I do not pretend to 
have produced every prayer, or devout wiſh, or 
doxology to be met with in the new Teſtament, 
But I believe there are but few, which are neither 


* 


copied, nor referred to. One ſhould hope you 
will not think it too much trouble to turn to thoſe 


places in your bible, to which you are referred, 
and to thoſe alſo, of which the words are given, 


that you may be ſatisfied one has quoted them 


fairly, and alſo ſelected ſuch as are proper ſpeci- 


mens of the whole. Suppoſing that you have 
done this, and are ſatisfied; permit me to inquire, - 


if you do not think, that there is a very ſtriking 
difference, between the ſcripture plan of worſhip, 


* AT d 


. ä 
and the church of England plan ?? Do you not 
think that the lord Jefus and his apoſtles prayed 
very differently from the members of our eſta- 
blithed church Jefus and his apoſtles prayed to 
the FATHER, and to no other. He who is guided 
by the Engliſh liturgy, prays to God the Father, 
God the fon, and God the holy ghoſt, to the 
4 holy, bleſſed, and glorious trinity.” The former 
worſhipped one being : the latter worſhip three 
perſons or beings +. The former, therefore, and 


* 


Though the church of Tugland only is expreſely mentioned 

here, and in other places in this addreſs; yet the ſame obſerva - 
tions which are made to ſhew that it is the duty of unitarians 
to leave bat church, are genecally applicable to trigitarian 
churches among the difenters. . 

1 When trinitarians aſſert that the Father is God, the fon 
God, and the holy ghoſt God, they muſt mean that the terms. 
Father, ſon, and holy ghoſt, are three different zames of the 
ſame being, or that they are expreſſive of three diſtincł beings. 
I they mean that they are only different names of the ame 
being, it is difficult to ſee in what reſpect they differ from uni- 
tarians, except id uſing a language, which is very liable to be 
miſunderſtood. But if they mean that the terms Father, ſon, 
and holy ghoſt, are expreſſive of three difin® beings, each of 
whom is God, is it not undeniable that they aſſert the exiſtence 
of TurEE Gops? It is to no purpoſe for them to ſay, that 
they mean that there are three perſons in the godhead; for fill 
the queſtion returns, What do you mean by the word perſon? 
Do you mean that there are three names belonging to the god- 
head? Or do you uſe the word perſon, as it is commonly uſed, 
1 ſignify a diſtin being. or intelligent agent ? 


ole 


{ 143 ) 


thoſe who follow their example, we may call 
& unitarians,” the latter we may be allowed to term 
< trinitarians.” Does it not alſo appear, as if the 
trinitarians paid religious adoration to a mortal 
man? For could Gos redeem us by his blood *? 
Could the eternal, unchangeable Jehovah, be horn, 
be circumciſed, be baptized, be tempted, be in an 
agony and blaody ſeat, be crucified and ſu fer 
Could the immortal one, die and be buried +. 
And yet the Being, whom in the litany you addreſs, 
is a Being of whom this is ſpoken. But ſurely 
no ſuch being is worſhipped in the holy ſcriptures: 


The only being there adored, is the King eternal, 


immortal, inviſible. Had our heavenly Father 
deſigned that we ſhould worſhip a God the jon, 
and a God the holy ghet, would he not have in- 


farmed us of it in the bible? Had he deſigned 


that- we ſhould worſhip a trinity of Gods, would: 
the ſcriptures have been ſilent about it? That we 


9 


.* Neither Acts xx. 28. nor 1 John iii. 26. coumenance an | 


idea: ſo ſhocking, for there is the greateſt reaſon to believe that 
Luke wrote it, Feed the church of the Jorg,” i. e. of the jord 
Jeſus; as it is thus quoted by the moſt ancient chriſtian writers, 
John probably wrote, Herein * we perceive love, 1 in that he, &e. 
(meaning Jeſus.) | ; 
. + The trinitarians, who addreſs. Jeſus Chriſt ia the laoguage 
of the litany,—By the myſtery of thy, holy incarnation, &c, 
addreſs him as mar, or as Ged. If as God, then they aſſert that 
God was born, bled, died, &c. If as mar, then they coolly 
and deliberately pray to a mere mortal. 


A” 


muſt 


5 
4 = 
pe 
a — — - ws * Es -- ＋ nd 
" et OFF. - TS”: RAGS 42 ts ol r 
PO 4 4% ac - 2 << tra — — - — 88 
— — * * . — 1 - — % 
1 — l 2 "Sm * * 3 . -- 
. >* 2 = = — — 
— Ls 4 1 4 . — — — — — = — 25 5 jr \ Þ C 
* 4 — — - > ” > 
44 W 4 1 Fo * > =. % Pay | 2 a 


Ss. 


r 
> UN py * * 
. I. 
- 
— * = 


( 144 ) 

muſt worſhip the Father is plainly declared. But 
we have neither precept, nor example, for going 
farther. On the contrary, Jeſus declares, that we 
muſt worſhip the Lord our Gop, and ſerve him 
enly* ; and whom he meant by the Lord, appears 
plainly from his directing his diſciples to pray, 
faying, „Ou Father, who art in heaven.“ 
May we not conclude then, that the worſhip of 
two other perſons, is a merely human invention, 
and ſupported by merely human authority ? But 
It is followed by the church 6f England. Upon 
this ground, Fexhort you to leave the church of 
England—no longer to join in her religious ſer- 
vices—no longer to countenance her eee 
practices. 

Worſhip the Gop of Jeſus and his apoſtles— 
worſhip the Gop of the bible—worſhip that Gon 
according to the dictates of your conſeiences.— 
Permit me to urge it upon you by the following 
conſiderations. 

FirsT CONSIDERATION. | We ought to obey 
Gop rather than man. Suppoſe that almighty 
Gop appeared to you, and ſaid, Thou ſhalt 
have no other Gops but mx, for I the Lord thy 
Gop am a jealous Gop.” Suppoſe that a mortal 
man appeared next, and directed you to pray not 


6 to Gop the Father, but to a God the ſon, 


* Matt. 1 Iv. 10. 
and 
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and a God the holy ghoſt; ſhould you heſitate 
which to obey? But what difference is it, whether 
the Almighty appear in perfon to you, or whether 
he inform you of his will by his holy meſſengers 
and prophets ? What difference is it, whether one 
man, or ten thouſand men, ſtand up in oppoſition 
to him? The path of duty is equally plain in both 
caſes, You cannot heſitate whom to obey : you 
cannot heſitate whoſe inſtructions to receive. 
Shall they be your guides, who direct and require 
you to pray to the Father, the fon, and the holy 
ghoſt, or he who hath told us, that true wor- 
ſhippers muſt worſhip the FAxHER? 

It matters not on what grounds men propoſe 
their rules, or convert their ſentiments into a law ; : 
whether thiey plead the honour of their redeemer; 
whether they infer their directions from the cha- 
rater he ſuſtains; or whether they plead the prac- 
tice of chriſtians for ſeveral hundred years. If it 
appear to us that they preſcribe what Gop hath 
not required, all that they can ſet before us, is to 
be conſidered as only their opinion, their deduc- 
tions, t/eir will; not Gop's word and will. Let 
them be ever ſo pious and learned, their injunc- 
tions are ſtill only human and the queſtion re- 
turns, ſhall we hear men rather than Gon! 

It matters not by how many, or how dev N 
certain invocations, prayers, and doxologies, are PEE 
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by the new Teſtament? You ſee they are not. 
How then can they be uſed without violating that 
-reverence which we owe to Gop; without vio- 
lating the plain authoritative directions which he 
hath given us? It deſerves, chriſtians, your calm 
and ſerious conſideration, whether you-can do this, 
and be blameleſs? Will you- plead that you are 
actuated by love and reverence to the lord Jeſus, 
and by your ſacred regards to the holy ſpirit ? 
-But what reverence and love is that, which in- 
| duces you to deviate from the plan given by your 
great Jawgiver* What ſacred regards are thoſe 
which lead you to ſet aſide, or go beyond, the 
directions of the ſpirit of truth? Reverence and 
love may induce you to worſhip Mary and all the 
ſaints, as well as the ſon of Mary. The church 
of Rome hath as good a right to enjoin the wor- 
ſhip of the former, as 'the church of England, or 
of Scotland, hath to enjoin the worſhip of the lat- 
ter. Your obedience is as reafonable in one in- 
ſtance as in the other. Reflect, my friends, upon 
the caſe of the jews. The firſt commandment 
was, „thou ſhalt have no other Gods but ME.“ 
But they worſhipped idols. Gop, therefore, deli- 
vered them into the hands of their enemies. A 
great part of them were deſtroyed: the remainder 
of them were carried into captivity. But this 
brings me to the ſecond conſideration, which I 
meant to ſuggeſt to you. | 
SECOND 
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Second ConSIDERATION. It is our duly to 
beware of idolatry. The apoſtle John concludes 
his firſt epiſtle, with“ little children, keep your- 
ſelves from idols.” But, is the worſhip (you. 
will ſay) of the church of England idolatrous ? 
Will the members of that church be excluded, as 
idolaters, from the kingdom of heaven? Far be 
it from me to ſay, concerning any article of faith, 
in the language of the abominable athanaſian creed, 
« that except a man believe it, he cannot be ſaved, 
and without doubt ſhall periſb everlaſiingly.” You 
believe, I truſt, that all ſincere and virtuous ro- 
man catholics will be ſaved. But do you not think 
that they are chargeable with idolatry? Where 
men are idolaters through ignorance, and can 
preſerve their minds untainted by the bad influ- 
ences of the practice, we may cheerfully embrace 
them as fellow-heirs of a common ſalvation. But 
ſtill let us not forget that they are idolaters, 
and that if we, who enjoy more light than they, 
follow their example, we ſhall juſtly become ob- 
jects of the divine diſpleaſure. If it be idolatry 
to worſhip any beſides that Being who ſaid, & thou 
ſhalt have no other Gods but ME;“ if it be ido- 
latry to worſhip God under a bodily form; how 
can they- be exculpated from the charge of idola- 
try, who pray not only to Gop the Father, but 
to a God the /on, and a God the holy ghoſt, and 
invoke the Almighty, by his nativity and circum- 
& | = EY ciſion, 
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*6rſcon, his agony, and d ſweat, his croſs and 
paſſion, his death and burial, Whether the wor- 
ſhipping of three different perſons, as three ob- 
jects of adoration, and yet conſtituting but, one 
God; whether the worſhipping of a divinity who 
is himſelf his own father and his own ſon, his 
own ſender and his own meſſenger ; whether the 
worſhipping of the immutable and eternal God- 
head, as having changed the mode of his exiſtence, 
and compounded himſelf with the frail and mortal 
nature of man, on purpoſe that he might die; 
whether this be not a ſpecies of idolatry, unknown 
in ancient times, unaccountably monſtrous and 
irrational, and repugnant to every natural feeling 
of an unprejudiced mind, I leave to your ſerious 
and candid conſideration. It matters not that the 
holy Jeſus is an object of this idolatry. Can you 
imagine it will be acceptable to him, who 
ſought not his own glory, -“ who did not his 
own will, but the will of him who ſent him,” — 
and who replied to the perſon who addreſſed him 
with the appellation of gead maſter, © why calleſt 
thou me good? there is none good but one, that 
is Gop.” Would you honour the fon as you 
honour the Father? Pay that kind of honour to 
him which he required :—not religious adoration, 
but that attention to his doctrines and commands, 
to which he,-and every meſſenger from heaven, 
is juſtly entitled. All due and grateful reſpect be 

rendered 
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rendered to the ſon of Go, to the captain of 
our ſalvation : but I dare not give that religious 
homage and glory to the ſon, which I verily think, 
and am fully perſuaded, ought to be — * the 
Father only. 

It may be ſaid, that the doctrine of the trinity 
is an harmleſs, ſpeculative opinion, and that the 
practice which follows it can have no bad moral 
tendency. But it is hardly poffible that any falſe 
notion concerning Gon can be perfectly inno- 
cent, and eſpecially a notion ſo very falſe as this, 
viz. that divine worſhip ſhould be paid to Jeſus 
Chriſt, as a being the ſame in ſubſtance, and equal 
in power and glory, with the Father. When it is 
| apprehended, that inſtead of one there are three 
beings, to whom the perfections of deity are re- 
ferred, the imaginations of men will always make 


a partition of divine attributes among them; and | 
in no one of them will there be that union of 


venerable and amiable attributes, which we aſcribe 
to tbe ane anly true God: and as the mind of man 
cannot contemplate more than one object at the 
ſame time; it cannat, with theſe notions, be poſ- 
ſeſſed of that mixture of reverenck and love, of 
high. the ſentiments of true devotion conſiſt. 
From theſe principles it will follow, that while 


he Father, ſon, and holy gef, are equally regarded 


as God, one of them will he. thought tp poſſeſs 
one ſet of attributes, and anothgt . ſet: 


3 one 
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one of them will be imagined to be of one diſpo- 
fition, and another of another; juſt as the hea- 
thens conceived of their ſeveral deities. 

I appeal (fays a great writer) to the conviction 
of the athanaſians themſelves, whether, in their 
ideas, there be not ſomething more ſtern and in- 
Fexible in the character of the Father, than of 
the ſon: alſo, notwithſtanding they aſcribe divine 
| attributes to the Father, whether, leaving the ſon 
out of the queſtion, ſomething particularly amiable 
and engaging would not be wanting in what would 
remain of the divine Being; and likewiſe,. whe- 
ther, leaving out the Father and ſon, the ſþiri? 
alone (according to their cuſtomary ideas of his 
nature and attributes, mercy and goodheſs) would 
be equal to the works of creation, providence, 
and redemptian.. If this be a juſt repreſentation, 
there is nothing that the athanaſians really con- 
ceive of as one being, to whom they aſcribe al} 
the divine perfections of juſtice, goodneſs, and 
mercy.. The trinitarian doctrine muſt ſometimes, 
therefore, be unfavourable to real goodneſs, by 
deſtroying the effects of thofe motives to virtue, 
Which are derived. from the imitation: of Gop. 
For certainly it: would not be to the advantage of 
any man's character to-refemble Gop the Father, 
according to the ideas that fome perſons have of 
bim; ideas which they never could have. enter- 
tained of him, if, by dividing the godhead, they 
** had 
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bad not diveſted him of ſome of his eſſential 


attributes. 

Is it not then your duty, brethren, to > abſtain 
from a ſpecies of idolatry, which perverts your 
notions of the divine character, and has a natural 
tendency to corrupt your moral feelings ? If there 
be fin, if there be danger, in idolatry of any kind; 
can you ſatisfy yourſelves in a conduct, which 
ſupports. idolatry ;. which expoſes you to the dan- 


ger, and involves you in the guilt, of it? Is this 


the line of conduct to be purſued by a ſincere 
diſciple of the lord Jeſus * If you coolly and im- 
partially conſider the matter, you muſt be con- 
vinced it is not. But let us proceed to the 

IRI D CONSIDERATION. It is not conſiſtent 
with ſincerity, that an unitarian chriſtian ſhould 
take a part in any trinitarian worſhip. Did you 


certainly know that ſome who join in acts of 


public worſhip, believed in their heart that there 
is no Gop, or that he is not to be- worſhipped, 
nor will reward thoſe Who diligently feek him; 
would you not judge ſuch perſons as acting an 
inconſiſtent and infincere part; as contradicting 
their own convictions, and aſſuming falſe appear- 
ances? Could you regard them as hone/# men? 
Be ' perſuaded then to reflect, how nearly your 
conduct reſembleth theirs; if you continue to 
Join in the worſhip of Beings, who, you are con- 

n have no claim, on the authority of tho 
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ſcriptures, to ſuch prayers and praiſes as are offered 
to them. Can you exculpate yourſelves, in this 
caſe, from the charge of inſincerity? Your con- 
duct indeed is attended with circumſtances which 
render your inſincerity much more aggravated 
than that of the atheiſt. Believing in God, you 
muſt be convinced of your obligations to obe- 
dience, and cannot but know that you are for- 
bidden to worſhip any but the ſupreme Being. 
If you be anitarians, do you in your. private 
devotions pray to God the ſon and God the holy 
be? No: you feel, that, if you did, your hearts 
would upbraid you with inſincerity. And will 
you dare in public to trifle with the Almighty, and 
with your own conſciences? If any actions ſhould 
be clear and unequivocal, the ſhould be ſo, 
which have a direct concern with the Gon of 
truth. The apoſtle, therefore, exhorted the tem- 
porizing diſciples of old, to ſhun the feaſts in 
honour. of idols, left they ſhould be ſuppoſed to 
entertain a veneration for the idols. The chriſ- 
tians of the following age refuſed to caſt incenſe 
upon the altars of the heathen gods, fearing that 
this action would ſpeak a language repugnant to 
the ſentiments of their minds. They endured 
every torture, and , patiently ſubmitted to a cruel 
death, rather than by words or deeds contradict 
their convictions. Their. example, my brethren, 
is well worthy of your imitation, Indeed, unleſs 
we 
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we do follow it, we ſhall have no right, at the 
concluſion of this mortal life, to comfort ourſelves 
with the reflection, that © in ſimplicity and godly 
ſincerity, not with fleſhly wiſdom, but by the 
grace of God, we have had our converſation in 
the world.“ There is nothing more diametri- 
cally oppoſite to the character of a true chriſtian, 
than the great maxim of the heathen philoſophers 
in former times, and of unbelievers in theſe, viz. 
to think with the wiſe, and act with the vulg ar. 
The true chriſtian is a character that is all of a 
piece. What he believes, he openly profeſſes and 
acts upon. He is ſtudious to avoid even the ap- 
pearance of evil, and therefore dreads giving the 
leaſt countenance to any ſyſtem or mode of wor- 


ſhip which in his own judgment he condemns. 


He fears God, and fears nothing elſe; and, pro- 


vided his own heart does not condemn him, he cares 


uot what men may ſay of him, or do unto bim. 
But perhaps it will he pleaded by ſome, that 


they do not repeat what they diſapprove. Upon 


the ſame principle you may join in the religious 
ſervices of -any body of men upon earth. You 
may join in the worſhip of the church of Rome, 
in the worſhip of a mahometan or of a heathen 
aſſembly, and thus paſs for a good catholic in 
France, a faithful muſſulman in Turkey, and an 
honeſt pagan. in Africa. And think one moment, 
whether that principle can be good, righteous, 

| and 
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and eligible, which will admit you as well to be 
members of any ſuperſtitious and idolatrous church 
in the world, as of the church of England itſelf? 
- Suppoſe that a ſet of unenlightened heathens, 
zealous for the religion of their anceſtors, ſhould 
ere& a temple in your neighbourhood, and conſe- 
crate it to the ſervice of the gods of antiquity 
ſhould you think yourſelves excuſable in ſhunning 
chriſtian aſſemblies, and bending your knee before 
the altar of Jupiter, of Venus, or of Bacchus? 
Should you think it ſufficient to juſtify your con- 
duct, that you adopted no expreſſion inconſiſtent 
with your real ſentiments? Moſt certainly not. 
You would be ſhocked at the idea of ſuch a con- 
duct. You would think yourſelves under an in- 
diſpenſible obligation to confine yourſelves to that 
worſhip which is more agreeable to your chriſtian 
principles, to that temple in which your feelings 
would not be wounded, nor your deyotions diſ- 
turbed, by the addreſſes of your fellow-worſhip- 
pers to the deities of their imaginations. But, for 
the very ſame reaſon, it behoves you to forſake 
the communion of the church of England, and 
Join in- the religious: ſervices of a ſociety whoſe 
principles are more agreeable to your own: un- 
leſs you think that the circumſtance of its being 
eſtabliſhed by the civil magiſtrate, creates a diſ- 
tinction, unleſs you think that the civil magiſtrate 
ean change the very nature of right and wrong; 
14 | and 
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and make that conſiſtent with integrity, which 


would otherwiſe be inſincere and hypocritical. - 

Vour attendance at a trinitarian place of wor- 
ſaip, will lead others to imagine that you are tri- 
nitarians. Let me put a parallel caſe. Suppoſe 
there are two muſic-meetings in the town where 
you live, in one of which there is never any ſong 
allowed, but what you are convinced is perfectly 
conſiſtent with religion and virtue; while in the 
other there are fome profane and indecent ſongs 
mingled with the good? Suppoſe your fon volun- 
tarily choſe to attend the latter, and there ſhewed 
no diſlike to the profaneneſs and immodeſty of the 
ſongs, but ſeemed as much to join with theſe as 
with ſuch as were innocent; would you not 
ſeverely reprove and condemn him, and imagine 
that he had too much love for obſcenity and im- 


piety? And ſuppoſe he ſhould tell you at home, 


that when he was at the muſic-meeting, and bore 


a part in the tunes, he either ſtopped when the 


indecent paſſages occurred, or elſe ſung ſome 
other words; would you admit this as a ſufficient 
excuſe? Would you not inſiſt upon it, that it was 
his duty, there, upon the ſpot, to publiſh his diſ- 
like, -or rather to- reſolve to go thither no more ? 
And would you not think that his choofing to 
avoid the innocent concert, and to frequent the 
vicious one, was a ſign he was grown in love 
with profaneneſs and immorality? And would you 

| | | not 
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not urge that his proteſting againſt fact would 
not ſerve his turn? No more will your proteſting 
againſt fact ſerve yours. Is there not all the ſame 
reaſon to condemn your practice, which is exactly 
like it? By taking a part in trinitarian worſhip, 
you virtually profeſs, in the face of all. who ſee 
you do fo, that you are trinitarians, —Unleſs your 
contradiction of this profeſſion be as public as the 
action itſelf, you muſt, with regard to many, be 
acting the hypocrite. And, indeed, if it were 
poſſible for you to caution all who witneſs your 
devotions, from conſidering you as trinitarians, 
there would be ſo glaring an inconſiſtency in your 


conduct, that you muſt expect the cenſure, if not 


contempt, of the honeſt. 

If you really look upon ſeveral paſſages in the 
liturgy to be contrary to-truth, and to the holy 
ſcripture, and to contain in them contradictions 
and idolatry ; is there not as much reaſon, that 
you ſhould leave the communion of the church, 
as that your ſon ſhould avoid profane muſic- 


meetings? Act a conſiſtent part. Leave your 


hypocriſy. Dare not any longer to trifle with men 
and with a heart- ſearching Gop. Be not aſhamed 
of the truth in an unbelieving and ſcoffing age. 
« Be faithful to death, and you ſhall inherit the 

crown of life *. But conſider, farther, | 


 '® See An addreſs to conforming arians, printed in 17353 
reprinted, at Cambridge, in 1788. 1 
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- Four THLY. Your obligations to the: cauſe. of 
truth amd chriſtianity. Do you nat look: upon it 
as defirable, my unitarian friends, that the truth 
ſhould. be generally known. and received? . But 
bo is it poſſible that this ſhould ever be the caſe, 


if it be never profeſſed? Do you think there 
would have been at this day any chriſtians in the 
world, if all the diſciples of Jeſus, in the earlier 
ages, had contented: themſelves with a ſilent ac- 
quieſcence in the truth of the goſpel, whillh they 
regwarly frequented the temples of idol gods? 
Do you imagine that there would have been any 
reformation two hundred years ago, had the firſt 
proteſtants never thought of withdrawing them- 
ſelves from the communion of the church of 
Rome, nor of forming ſocieties, whoſe religious 


ſervices ſhould. be conducted more agreeably tq 
the ſcripture-plan? Can it be expected, then, that 
the doctrine of the divine unity ſhould gain ground, 


whilſt unitarians remain quietly in a trinitarian 


church? The experiment, however, has been 


tried. About an hundted- years fince, there was 
in England a body of very reſpectable unitarians, 
They were men of the beſt characters; they were 
zealous for the truth; but they did not ſee that 
duty called upon them to abſent; themſelves from 
the eſtabliſhed places of worſhip. The conſe- 
qusnoe was, that, upon their deaths, the docttine 
of the unity of Go was nearly loſt in this country. 
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Mr. Firmin, a moſt excellent unitarian chriſtian 
df that period, became ſenſible towards the end of 
his life that they had acted upon miſtaken and 
pernicious principles. He began to fear that the 
true idea of Gop would be loſt among chriſtians. 
He was painfully apprehenſive, that unleſs uni- 
tarians formed themſelves into diſtinct religious 
ſocieties, the continual uſe of terms which, in 
their ordinary ſignification, are confeſſed by all to 
imply three Gods, would paganize, at ſome time, 
the whole chriſtian church. The preſent flou- 
riſhing ſtate of the unitarian cauſe, is principally 
to be aſcribed to the deciſive and noble conduct 
of thoſe honeſt men, who have withdrawn them- 
ſelves from the eſtabliſhed church, and ſacrificed 
to truth and conſcience every proſpect of intereſt 
and emolument. Were all of you, my brethren, 
to imitate their example, it would be. an effectual 
means of ſerving the cauſe of truth. But nothing 
ſhort of your ſeparation from every trinitarian 
ſociety of chriſtians, will be of any laſting avail. 
There cannot be a plainer rule of life than 
this, that every man ſhould do what he would 
wiſh others to do, and what he is convinced 
would be beſt, if all others would do. No man 
can tell what influence his own example may have 
to produce a good effect. Whatever comes of it, 
he by theſe 'means diſcharges his conſcience, and 
(as far as following his duty in this inſtance can 
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do it) ſaves his own foul *. Perhaps it would be 
the means of relieving from a heavy burden the 
mind of many a miniſter of the lord Jeſus, who 
is convinced that the offices of the church are 
very. diſtant from the principles of the - goſpel, 
but whoſe apprehenſions of the diſtreſſes of po- 
verty are a bar to his following the dictates of 
truth and conſcience. Such would find congrega- 
tions ready to receive them as their paſtors, You 
would become their friends and patrons. What 
ſatisfaction would it yield you; and how would 
you rejoice in the hope of ſharing the rewards, as 
you had eaſed the trials of thoſe righteous men, 
who nobly ſacrificing every proſpect of future 
advancement, and dignity, would readily put up 
with a ſcanty ſubſiſtence, rather than diſobey the 
dictates of their conſciences ! Would it not afford 
much greater ſatisfaction to your minds, than can 
ever reſult from your preſent courſe of conduct, 
which encourages in their hypocriſy thoſe clergy- 
men, who not only ſubſcribe what they do not 
believe, but utter every day what they muſt con- 
ſider as impious falſchoods, in the form of a ſo- 
lemn addreſs to almighty Gop. And ean it be 
_ eaſy to you to be acceſſary to other men's fins ; 


* See a Letter to a layman on the fubjeR of Mr, Lindſey's 
propoſal for a 1 church, p. 18. 


2250 "0 2 and 


{ 260 ) 

and, thus, to be, in ſome meaſure, n 
ſeme prriſb, for whom Oriſt die 2 

By eontinuing in communion with a trinitarian 
church, you not only do your part to prevent a 
reformation, but you eſſentially injure the cauſe 
of Chriſt, and take the moſt effectual ſtep in your 
power to confirm and perpetuate the prejudices 


of unbelievers' againſt the religion of Jeſus. A 


clergyman (who had been a chaplain aboard a ſhip) 
writing to Mr. Whiſton, ſays, I was ſorry that 
the turks, jews, &c. were ſo very much offended 
with the chriſtian religion, upon theſe two ac- 
counts, viz. the one the worſhipping of images, 
the other the belief and worſhip of the trinity; 
which ſeemed to them to be the belief of thee 
Gods.” La Compte's hiſtory of China ſpeaks of 
the heathens, as deriding the chriftian doctrine of 
a mortal God, and upon that account conſidering 
chriſtianity as fabulous, Dr. Cauſabon ſays, that 
this doctrine has kept more people from embracing 
the chriſtian faith than any thing he knows of. 
Mahomet, in his Koran, ſays, * It is long ſince 
the infidels (meaning the chriſtians) have faid that 
there are three Gods; certainly-there is but one.“ 
Thus does the dodtrine of the trinity prove a 
ſtumbling-block in the way of jews, mahometans, 
and heathens. Nor is it to be wondered at, that 
ſome, even in this country, offended with the harſh 
ſounds and irreconcilable principles of the eſta- 

bliſhed 
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bliſhed liturgy, forſake the aſſemblies of public 
worſhip, whilſt others are. prejudiced againſt 
chriſtianity, and driven into infidelity, Will it 
not be a ſervice to ſuch, to ſet them an example 
of diſtinguiſhing between the goſpel and the cor- 
ruptions of it? Will it not afford them a fair 
opportunity to judge of its truth,. if yow exhibit 
it in its plain and native dreſs? Let them ſee 
what chriſtianity is in itſelf. Your continued 
conformity miſleads them, and contributes to keep 
out of ſight the real and genuine goſpel.. Every 
error retained, obſcures the light and. glory of 
the goſpel. Peculiarly pernicious, then, muſt be 
the influence of an error which beclouds the fun- 
damental doctrine of revelation— the unity of 
Gon, and multiplies the * of religious 
adoration. 


ANSWERS TO OBJECTIONS, | 


_ Trovcn the juſtneſs of this repreſentation he 
acknowledged; it may be . ** by 
ſome,. - | 

(FirsT Cen. ) That it does not become 
common lay chriſtians to buſy themſelves about a 
reformation, and that this matter ought to be leſt 
to the biſhops and the reſt of the clergy. . 

But let me requeſt ſuch perſons to remember, 
that the arguments and reaſonings which have 
nn adopted in this addreſs, apply to all. orders 
O3 of. 
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of chriſtians. Is not religion the concern of 
every man? Is it not the duty of very man to 
obey Gop.? Does not every man worſhip. Gon 
for himſelf? Is not integrity and fincerity required 
in every man? Is not the truth of the ſame im- 


portance to every man? Is not every man under 


an obligation to lay no ſtumbling-block in the way 
of the converſion and ſalvation of unbelievers ? 
You may as well ſay, my friends, that the biſhops 
and clergy are to be juſt, and charitable, and 
temperate, 'and pious, for you; and that it is no 
concern of yours to cultivate theſe virtues. But 
pray conſider, that if you be not good chriſtians 
yourſelves, you cannot . to be yn _ 
no.” 

+ Beſides, you have no 1 to fuppoſe that the 
biſhops and clergy in general will ever promote a 
reformation. The reformation from popery in the 
ſixteenth century, was brought about in oppoſition 
to molt of the biſhops and clergy. The church 
of England was placed upon its preſent footing 
in oppoſition to them, The biſhops have always 
oppoſed any farther reformation to the utmoſt of 
their influence. Many unſucceſsful attempts have 
been made to obtain their concurrence in ad- 
vancing that and ſimilar objects. It cannot be 
reaſonably looked for in men whoſe rank, and 
wealth, and power, depend (or are ſuppoſed to 


Copand) upon things canning: in. their preſent 


ſtate. . 
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Rate. It oannat be expected chat thoſe clergymen 
who have conſcientiouſly ſubſcribed the articles, 
and approve the ſervices of the church, ſhould be 
friends to any material alteration. Even ſome 
ho cannot but i the reformation of many 
things, in T6 old and complex a ſyſtetn as that of 
the church, have diſcernment enough to foreſve, 
that if a reformation ſhould once begin, it will 
not ſtop where they would chooſe to have it; and 
it is but too plain, that they are abſdlutely bent 
upon retaining, at the hazard of perpetuating 
whatever themſelves think wrong, many things 
which they are fenſible cannot eſcape an inquiry, 
if an inquiry be encouraged. Like ſpiders in the 
center of an immenſe web, they feel at every 
extremity of it; fearing that if what ſeem to be 
only the outworks be demoliſhed, the whole fabric 
will come to the ground“. 

With you, therefore, my brethren, it lies to 
begin a reformation. You may not live to fee the 
completion of it: but it will undoubtedly go on 
and be gaining ground every day. The heads of 
the church and ſtate muff follow, though they wil 
not lead. 

But to the conduct, which has been pointed out, 
you may, perhaps, make a 

SECOND OBJECTION, VIZ. That there are many 
good things in the church ſervice, and that you 


Letter to a layman, p. a0. 
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fhow your candour and charity in putting up with 
what you think amiſs. 

Such a plea would equally excuſe a concurrence 
in the worſhip of the church of Rome, from the 
liturgies * of which, theſe excellent things are 

4 borrowed. Beſides, no mixture of truth. can alter 
the nature of the errors blended with it; nor any 
ardour and elevation of ſpirit in ſome parts pre- 
ſerve us innocent in the uſe of thoſe ſervices, the 
leading ſentiments of which are finfu/. As to the 
candour and charity you wiſh to ſhow, permit me 
to- obſerve, that we ought to. be greatly upon our 
guard, that we do not impeſe upon ourſelves, by 
imagining that we poſſeſs and. exerciſe a virtue, 
of which we have only the appearance. There is 
ſcarcely any thing more injurious to our religious 
character and conduct, than this ſe/f-deception, I 


"ol 


® Even in-the darkeſt-times-of popery, there was a variety of 
forms in different ſees. That uniformity was not then known, 
which is now fo rigidly inſiſted upon. The act for uniformity 
of ſervice, which paſſed in the reign of Edward VI. in the 
year 1549, begins thus: Whereas of long time there hath been 
had, in this rcalm of England, and in Wales, diverſe forms of 
common prayer, commonly called the. ſervice of the church, 
that is to ſay, the uſe of Sarum, of York, of Bangor, and of 
Lincoln: and beſides the ſame, now of late, much more diverſe 
and ſundry forms and faſhions have been uſed in the cathedral 
and pariſh churches. of England and Wales,” &c, - 
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fear it is too often the cafe, that thoſe ho per- 
ſuade themſelves that they are actuated by candour 
in attending ſtatedly, or occaſionally, upon the wor- 
fhip of the e/fabliſhed church, never think of 
ſhowing their candour by joining in the religious 
fervices of ſome little, mean, and deſpiſed ſrcł, 
and would really be aſbamed to be feen in their 
poor and obſcure conventicles. But, in truth, 
ſach perſons totally miſtake the nature and proper 
exerciſe of candour. Candour does not conſiſt 
in the ſacriſice of principle, in the countenancing 
and ſupporting of error, but in meekly bearing 
with the fentiments of other people, in loving the 
men, though we reje# their opinions, and in enters 
taining juſt views of their character and future 
condition. You ſhow no true candour and charity, 
then, in adopting the idolatrous worſhip of the 
church of England, or of any other church. 
When you publicly and uniformly ſhow your 
deteſtation of that worſhip, you will afford your= 
ſelves an opportunity of teſtifying your charity 
towards thoſe who conſcientiouſly perform it. But 
you will, perhaps, ſtate, as a 
_ 'TmarD OpJecrtion, That you have ſome office, 
or employment, in the church, in the diſcharge of 
eobich:you benefit the community. | 

But do you really think that the ſervice, which 
you render to your neighbourhood, is by any means 
oven to the injury you do to your own mind, 


and 
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and to the cauſe of pure chriſtianity? Will it by 
any means make up for your countenancing falſe- 
hood and idolatry, for your upholding the moſt 
glaring corruptions of the goſpel, and bringing a 
diſcredit upon the chriſtian religion? Do you re- 
ally imagine that Gop ſtands in any need of your 
inſincerity, wickedneſs and ruin, in order to ac- 
compliſh his deſigns? To do evil that good may 
come, is an evil which Paul diſclaims with abhor- 
rence; and James ſays, that F a man offend, that 
is knowingly, wilfully and habitually offend, in one 
point, he is guilty of all. 
No longer, then, ſupport the groſſeſt commpilons 
of chriitianity, no longer diſguiſe the character 
and perfections of the almighty, no longer afford 
an occaſion for the unbelief of the jew, or for the 
ridicule of the gentile. Profeſs the genuine goſ- 
pel of Jeſus ; ſeparate yourſelves from an idolatrous 
church ; proteſt againſt her errors ; awaken the 
attention of men; excite them to inquiry; teach 
them to ſhake off that ſlaviſh reverence for public 
forms, and an eſtabliſhed religion, which ſcreens 
jargon, abſurdity, and myſticiſm from a free exami- 
nation. I addreſs you as chriſtians : I addreſs 
you as perſons who have learned to look not en- 
tirely at the things which are ſeen and temporal, 
but at things which are anſeen and eternal; as per- 
ſons ho think it their duty to give ſome attention 
to the concerns of religion, as well as to the con- 
cerns 
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rerns'of buſineſs, If you be diſpoſed to obey Gop 
rather than men; if you have that holy dread of ido - 
latry, which animated the primitive believers ; if 
you be friends to that ſimplicity and godly ſincerity, 
in which the apoſtle gloried z if you have any love 
for the truth, any reverence for the goſpel, any 
regard to the ſalvation of mankind; I am per- 
ſuaded you will fee] yourſelves diſpoſed to pay ſome 
attention to the thoughts which have now been 
ſubmitted: to your conſideration. But there are 
always difficulties to be encountered in treading 
the path of duty, and eſpecially that part of it, to 
which we have hitherto been ſtrangers. Happy 
the man who is not diſcouraged by them from 
proceeding ! Happy the man who has reſolution 
and ſteadineſs enough to encounter all, and to 
« prefs forward to the mark of the prize of his high 
calling of God in Chriſt Jeſus!” Some diſ- 
couraging thoughts are now, perhaps, preſenting 
themſelves to your minds, my friends. Be upon 
your guard, I pray you, that they have not more 
influence upon you than they deſerve. Conſider 
that if you be unitarians in principle, every ſug- 
geſtion which pleads in favour of your conformity 
to trinitarian worſhip, pleads in oppoſition to your 
duty and your eternal intereſt. One difficulty, 
and which, indeed, may be conſidered as an un- 
anſwerable objection to the conduct here recom- 
mended, is that | | 
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_ (Fovarn oBjrcTION.) There is no plate of 
3 near you, in which Gap: the Father only 
is worſhipped. | 

It is a moſt melancholy thought that this ſhould 
be the caſe with any of you. But, alas it muſt 
be acknowledged, that where there are even di- 
: fenting ſocieties, there are frequently no unitarian 
ones, many diſſenters being as firm trinitarians as 
any church-of-England man, and conducting their 
religious ſervices in a manner equally repugnant 
to the feelings and principles of a conſcientious 
worſhipper of the one, only living, and trus Gon. 

But when there is a diſſenting fociety of unitarians, 
vou ought, undoubtedly, to join them in prefe- 
rence to the church of England: for though you 
like a liturgy better than an extempore prayer; yet 
2. matter of this kind ought never to be conſidered 
of ſo much importance as to make you ſacrifico 

fancerity, truth, and the goſpel cauſe. But if there 5 
be in your neighbaurhood xo: unitarian place of 
worſhip of any kind, there is ſo much the greater 
call. for your exertions. A clear, explicit, open, 
and deciſive conduct is abſolutely neceſſary, if 
you: would ſerxe the cauſe of Gon and of truth. 
H you be the o/y.' man in your neighbourhoed 
whofe eyes almighty Gon has opened to the truth 
ſtill be perſuaded to & flee from idolatry. If you 
make a paint of conſcience to davote the Sunday, 
or 501 other part of the week, to religious pur- 

poſes, 
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poſes, your conduct will ſoon be noticed, ſome 


. perſons will be led to inquire, and it cannot be long 


before you will meet with ſome, ready to join 
you in ſocial worſhip upon a ſeriptural plan. A 
cauſe ſo good, mit gain advocates, when it is pro- 
perly underſtood. Nothing is wanting but atten- 
tention and inquiry, and the truth will flouriſh, 

Let the ſteadineſs of your conduct, added to the 
perfection of your character, excite that attention. 
As ſoon as you meet with any ready to join you in 
adoring the ons Gop, you may enjoy all the 
comforts and advantages of ſocial worihip. You 
cannot imagine that it is eſſential to the utility 
and acceptableneſs of ſocial worſhip, that numbers 
ſhould be aſſembled together in a houſe devoted to 
the purpoſe, and with all the attendants of a mis 

niſter regularly educated, and other officers. 

In the firſt ages of chriſtianity we read of 
churches that did not extend beyond the circle of a 
family, as the church in Nympha's houſe®, and 
that in the houſe of Philemon, &c. It cannot ad- 
mit of a doubt whether it be not preferable to wor- 
ſhip the only true Gop with one's family only, 
agreeably to the ſcriptures, and in the language of 
lincerity and truth, than to join the largeſt ſociety 
with every circumſtance of ſtate, convenience and 


* Col. iv. 15, 
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ſplendor, in a worſhip which the' ſcriptures forbid, 
and our hearts diſapprove. You will find it more 
eaſy to put ſuch a plan' into execution than you 
might at firſt imagine. Of uſeful ſermons there is 
a great variety, ſuch as Tillotſon's, Secker's, Bal- 
guy's, Jortin's, Lardner's, Bourne's, Holland's, 
and Prieſtley's.—You will be well able to con- 
duct the. devotional ſervices, with the aſſiſtance of 
Mr. Lindſey's reformed liturgy, of that uſed at 
Saliſbury 4, or of Dr. Prieſtley's forms of prayers, 
and other offices, for the uſe of unitarian ſocieties. 
In theſe publications you will find ſervices for the 
lord's ſupper and for baptiſm, which it is unreaſon- 
able to ſuppoſe can be conducted properly, by none, 
but a regularly ordained miniſter, for nothing of 
this kind is intimated in'the new Teſtament. 

By thus maintaining, a noble independence and 
conſiſtency of conduct in all your religious con- 
cerns, you will improve and confirm your own 
character; you will be an honour to the cauſe you 
eſpouſe; you will render eſſential ſervice to man- 
kind, and be enabled to look forward with plea- 
ſure to the great day of retribution. Vou and 

your fellow labourers in the cauſe of Gon, will be 
like a city ſet upon an hill: you will be the means of 
diſſeminating, far and wide, the principles of true 


+ There is alſo a valuable one lately publiſhed, at the new 
unitarian chapel in Mancheſter, as well as a copious collection 
of plalms and hymns printed at Birmingham. 
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chriſtian worſhip, and of diffuſing 2 ſpirit of ſen | 


rious and rational zeal. - 

But, perhaps you will ſtart another dificulty 
viz. that | 

(FirTH OBJECTION.) You have reaſon to ex- 
pert a violent oppoſition to your ſeparating from 
the church, on the part of your neareſt friends and 
connections. 

Your cafe is undoubtedly to be pitied. But poſ- 
ſibly your fears lead you to imagine that they will 
carry their reſentment much farther, than there is 
any juſt ground for fearing they will, When they 
fee that you act upon principle, that the favour and 
approbation of Gop is the grand motive of your 


conduct, and that you are feady in what you. 


eſteem to be the path of duty; their reſentment will 
probably be ſoftened, and their confidence and af- 
fection towards you, will gradually revive. Indeed, 
the mefe circumſtance of your diſſent being an old 
thing, (as it muſt in time become) will naturally 
wear off that dread towards it, which was felt at 
firſt : and they will at length perceive and acknow- 
ledge, that it has not made you ſuch a frange be- 
ing as they imagined it would, At any rate the 
line of duty is clear. Your hardſhips will be no 
greater than thoſe which our lord laid it down as 


abſolutely neceſſary that his firſt followers ſhould 


endure, than thoſe which were often experienced 
by the reformers of the ſixteenth century, or than 
9 thoſe 
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thoſe which every faithful diſciple of Jeſus will 
be ready to undergo, when called to them in the 
courſe of duty. © He that loveth father or mother 
% more than me (faith our lord) is not worthy of 
« me. He that loveth ſon or daughter more than 
ce me, is not worthy of me. Whoſoever he be of 
cc you that forfaketh not all which he hath, his fa- 
ce ther and mother, and wife and children, and 
c brethren and ſiſters, yea, and his own life 
“ alfo, he cannot be my diſciple.” May God 
give you grace to act up to your chriſtian pro- 
feſſion | 

But ſome perhaps will ſay, 

(S1xTH OBJECTION.) I cannot bear to be ſo 
fngular, as to leave the church in which I have been 
educated, eſpecially if it be neceſſary to make my 
bouſe a place of jacial wor ſhip. 

But let ſuch perſons conſider, that the greater 
the effort, the greater will be the merit, and that 
where duty is concerned, all other conſiderations, 
be their weight greater or leſs, ought to be poſt- 
poned to it. We chriſtians ought to be thankful 
that we have nothing more difficult to encounter. 
What ſhould we have done in the day of adverſity, 
if we cannot bear proſperity? And it ought not 
to be forgotten, that none will be diſtinguiſhed by 
our great maſter as his worthy diſciples and follow- 
ers, but | 10ſe who ſhall be ready to riſk and even 
to abandon every thing in the world, and even to 

7 take 
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take up their croſs for the ſake of his goſpel. Every 
ſituation and circumſtance of things, has its pecu- 
liar difficulties, which wiſe and conſcientious men 
will lay their account with meeting, and be prepared 
to bear. This, in fact, muſt be done by every 
perſon who does not adopt the principle of univer- 
ſal conformity to the world, and who will not make 
his religion ſubſervient to it. But what will ſuch 
religion do for a man, when the world, and all 
the follies and vanities of it, ſhall be no more -? 
It is your profeſſed faith as chriſtians, that aſ- 
furedly as the great author of our religion, the am- 
baſſador of truth and grace, has already appeared in 
the world, he will be revealed from heaven, to 
raiſe his ſineere difciples to glory and immortality. 
How will all the great and ſplendid things of life 
diſappear before the brightneſs of his coming! Is 
there need of more than one moment's calm re- 
flection to convince you, that then the only thing 
of conſequence will be the approbation of his Fas 
ther and our Father, of bis God and our God! * 
And can we really entertain the ſerious and ratio- 
nal hope of it, merely becauſe we have profeſſed 
his religion, whilſt we have Joined witn the many 
to countenance, and with the great to ſupport the 
W of it? W 15 it be then a valid me 
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that fa/hion and intereſt ſuffered us to depart from 
his laws, to act inconſiſtently with our own con- 
victions, and obey men rather than God? Con- 


ceive how your minds would be affected, were the 
awful appearance of the judge, an event which 
you had grounds to look for, within a few days; 
were. the heavens. to open, and you to fee him 
coming in the clouds, in whom you believe as the 
guide to eternal life—him who dectared that the 
« true worſhippers will worſhip the FArHER in 
« ſpirit and in truth” him who was himſelf © the 
« faithful and true witneſs,” and died © leaving 
«us an example to follow his ſteps him who 
hath, warned us, that «© whoſoever loveth father or 
mother more than him, is not worthy of him him 
who hath laid it down as a certain principle, that 
his true diſciples are not of the world ! It is left 
to your own minds to imagine, how a conduct 
formed from a deference to the example and au- 
thority of worldly men, or from the views of pro- 
fit and greatneſs, will appear to ſuch a judge, and 
to your own hearts, when ſummoned to his tribu- 
nal, and-to receive according to your works. 

You belicve the chriſtian religion to be true, 
Believing it to be true, can you doubt the propriety 
of my laying theſe conſiderations before you, or 
reſiſt the force of them? You cannot but be- 
Heve that the great founder of your faith will ve- 
rify all his declarations : and then what will be the 

| ſtate 
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Rate of thoſe who have regarded the world and 


what it can offer, more. than his word and pro- 
miſes? Can you look forward to their fituation 
without fear, without ſolicitude to eſcape the 
ſhame and diſgrace of it? Theſe expectations 
are ſufficient to expoſe the weakneſs and folly of 
being captivated by the pomps and emoluments, 
enſlaved by the authority, or enfnared by the faſhion, 
of any religious eſtabliſhment whatſoever. Theſe 
are things which will all vaniſh away as airy 
phantoms. But truth, fidelity to Gop, and in- 
tegrity of character, are things of laſting excel- 
lence and worth, of eſſential importance on 
that day which will try all things : everlaſting ho- 
nours await them ; they will draw after them, in 
the final iſſue, ſtability, glory, and life for ever- 
more. 


i: han then ime: bebo. wes tel Radio 


truth of theſe things: they ſhould therefore affect 
our minds, and influence our conduct, as if they 
were to be immediately revealed. © It is but a 
<« ſhort time that we have, any of us, to abide 
« here; and therefore we ſhould loſe no opportu- 


« nity of bearing our teſtimony to the truth of 


God.“ 

Whatever be your circumſtances; dread join- 
ing, with your enlightened and informed minds, in 
unſcriptural, inſincere, and idolatraus worſhip, re- 
membering the words of the lord Jeſus, that the 
| Y Fa- 
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—— — 
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. 

FarREx ſeeketh ſuch to worſhip him, as © wor- 
te ſhip him in ſpirit and in truth: and & thou ſhalt 
& love the LORD THY. ee and him ONLY ſhalt 
thou ſerve,” “ 

Dread alſo thatawefus voice Gans 3 reſpect· 
0g) all antichriſtian corruptions. of the goſpel in 
figurative. Babylon: Come out of her, my peo- 
& ple, that ye be not partakers of her buen that yo 
receive not of her plagues.” 

That you may be daily growing in grace; that 
you may act with the-firmneſs of men, with the ſe- 
riouſneſs and conſiſtency of chriſtians, is-the. ſin- 
gere prayer of ß | | 


Pour affectionate friend, 


Sd 794k and brother in the lord Jeſus. -- 


-- 


December I2, 1789. 
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TEXTS or SCRIPTURE ILLUSTRATED. 


IT is the opinion of many learned men, that 
in the following paſſages, among others, the tranſ- 
lators of our preſent Engliſh bible have made con- 
ſiderable miſtakes. 

Ifaiah ix. 6. is rendered by ancient and many 
modern interpreters, His name ſhall be called 
wonderful, counſellor, the ſtrong, the mighty, the 
father of the age.” An examination of Mr. Ro- 
binſon's plea, p. 39. See alſo Mr. Coulthurſt's 
blunders expoſed, by W. Frend, M. A. No.1. 

Acts vii. 59. The word God is not in the ori- 
ginal. 


Acts xx. 28. In the beſt and moſt ancient ma- 


nuſcript copies of the new Teſtament, it is © feed 
the church of the lord, which he hath purchaſed 
with his blood, not God. See Frend, No. 5. 


Rom. ix. 5. might be tranſlated “ whoſe (i. e. 


the Iſraelites) are the fathers, and of whom, as con- 
cerning the fleſh, Chriſt came: God who is over 
all be bleſſed for ever, Amen.” See Frend, No. 2, 
or Clarke's Scripture doctrine. | 

1 Cor. i. 2. ſhould be tranſlated (ſay ſome 
learned critics) © with all that, in every place, are 
called by the name of Jeſus Chriſt our lord. "Two 
diſſertations, by T. Lindſey, M. A. p. 95, &c. 

| s Seth Phi 
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Phil. ii. 6. would have been more juſtly tranſ- 
lated, „ who, being in the form of God, thought 
not the being like to God' a thing to be greedily 
ſeized by him ; but emptied himſelf, taking the 
form of a ſervant, being in the likeneſs of men, 
and being found in faſhion as a man, he humbled 
himſelf,” &c.—Examination of Robinſon, p. 76. 
See Le Cler>'s Supplement to Hammond, 

Heb. i. 8. ſhould rather be rendered, © but 
concerning the ſon, he faith, God is thy throne 
for ever and ever,” that is, God is the ſupport of 
thy throne, &c. See Pierce on the Hebrews. 

1 Tim. iii. 16. It is doubtful whether we 
ſhould read . God was manifeſt,” or * which was 
manifeſt.” In our firſt Engliſh verſion, it is thus 
rendered, . And openli it is a greet ſacrament of 
pitee, that thing that was, ſchewide in fleiſche, 
it is juſtified in ſpirit, it apperide to aungels, it is 
prechide to hethene men, it is beleeved in the 
world, it is taken up in glorie.” Frend, No. 5. 
1 John iii. 16. Moſt copies, omitting the 
word God, read this verſe thus, „ Herein per- 
ceive we love, in that he laid down his life for 
us.” Chriſtie's Diſcourſes, p. 2 53. and Benſon 
on the place. 

1 John v. 7, 8. ſhould read thus, For there 
are three -that bear record, the ſpirit, the water, 
'and the blood, and theſe three agree in one.” 
The words ¶ in heaven, the Father, the word, and 
HET . 


(m9) | 
the 500 ghoſt, and theſe three are one, and there 
are three that bear witneſs in earth] have never 


been proved to be in any Ax greek manuſcript, 
before the invention of printing; nor were ever 


cited by any of the numerous writers in the whole 1 
arian controverſy, concerning the trinity, in the 4 | 
fourth century. In the Engliſh bibles in the reign | il 
of Henry VIII. and Edward VI. they were printed 1 
in a different character, to ſignify their being ns | 
wanting in the original. - See Emlyn's Inquiry 1 
into the authority of 1 John v. 7. Remarks on | 


Mr. Travis, in Commentaries and eſſays, vol. i. 
and Mr, Capel Lofft's Anſwer to Dr. Knowles. 
Rev. i. 11. The words [Tam Alpha and Omega; 


the firſt and the laſi] were probably not written | 1 


by the author of the book, as they are ſaid to be 
wanting in all the beſt manuſcript copies. NG. 
mination of Robinfon, p. 7. 
Thoſe who wiſh to ſee what is. faid in ws 
tion of theſe deviations from our common Engliſnh 
tranſlation of the ſcriptures, may conſult the books 
above referred to. They will find more upon the 
fame ſubject in the . Catechiſt; or an inquiry g 
into the doctrine of the ſcriptures concerning the . | 
one true God ;“ price 28. or in the . Sequel to an \ 
® apology on, reſigning the vicarage of Catterick 2? | 
both by the Rev. Mr. Lindſey; ' Many valuable 
criticiſms will likewiſe be found in A defence 
of the unity of God,” by Mr. Clarke, an attorney = 
: | at 


{ 280 ) 
at Uxbridge.—The unitarian doctrine is ſupported 
in a maſterly manner, in « Diſcourſes on the di- 
vine unity,” by W. Chriſtie, jun. merehant, of 
Montroſe, a gentleman hd has purſued the courſe 
of conduct recommended in the above addreſs, 
conducting the religious ſervices of a newly raiſed 
ſociety, whoſe profeſſed object is to worſhip the 
only one true God. 

Should it be faid, that as it is impoſſible for 
unlearned chriſtians to judge of the authenticity 
of a paſſage, or of the proper tranſlation of it, 
they ought to truſt to our Engliſh bible; I would 
aſk why they muſt truſt to our common verſion 
rather than to any other? Were the authors of it 
any thing more than fallible men? Did they excel 
all other learned perſons in knowledge; or were 
«hey more free from prejudice? If not; why may 
they not confide in other men of. learning and 
integrity as well as in them? That the common 
tranſlation is very imperfeR, and that a more cor- 
rect one is highly deſirable, has been repeatedly 
acknowledged by the moſt competent judges both 
in and out of the church. . 

But though it is out of the power of unlearned 
chriſtians to decide concerning the propriety of; 
any tranſlation of a text, from an acquaintance 
with the original languages; yet as they are able 
to perceive what the general ftrain of ſcripture is 
upon any particular point, they muſt conclude 
Fi that 


( 181 ) 


that the probability is that thoſe tranſlators are 
right, who make the ſcripture conſiſtent with 
itſelf, If an unlearned perſon find, for inſtance, *' 
that the ſcriptures uniformly teach us, that there 
is but one God—that they never caution us againſt 
ſo underſtanding this, as to exclude a trinity of 
perſons—that Jeſus is uſually ſpoken of, as the ſon 
of man—that he uniformly prayed to the Father, 
as the Being upon whom he entirely depended— 
is it not natural and reaſonable for them to adopt 
thoſe tranſlations of doubtful texts which do not 
make ſuch texts contradict a variety of plain and 
unequivocal paſſages ? If they admit that the ſcrip- 
tures are conſiſtent with themſelves, they muft 
either do this, or elſe interpret thoſe few texts 
which ſeem to be repugnant to the general tenor 
of ſcripture in a different ſenſe from what the 
words ſeem at firſt ſight to convey. And indeed 


this is ſometimes neceſſary when no diſputed doce 
trine is concerned, 
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AN ADDRESS 


TO THE 


MEMBERS OF THE CHURCH 
OF ENGLAND, 


AND TO 


PROTESTANT TRINITARIANS 
© IN) GENERAL; | 


EXHORTING THEM TO TURN FROM 
THE FALSE WORSHIP OF 


THREE PERSONS, 


TO THE WORSHIP OF 


THE ONE TRUE GOD. 


“ Ye worſhip ye know not what,” John iv. 22. 
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[ Re-printed frem the ſecond edition, 2788. ] 
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u nber me to addreſs you: ona dagen of the 
gresteſt importance to a ſincere believer in Chriſt. 
I obſerve that many of you, every. ſeventh day, 
frequent ſome place ſet apart for religious wot{hip.. 
Vou chere profeſs to offer: up prayers to the Be- 
ing who created the world. Whatever. may be 
thè laws or cuſtoms of your different places of 
worthipz-you preſume that they are founded on 
the holy ſcriptures... Any thing contrary tò thoſe 
{criptures,. ought: not, you think, to be admitted 
into ydur worſhip. Surely then it: behoves you, 
at all times, to examine your opinions, to ſee 


whether you are really and truly worſhipping the 
{ Q3 true 


( 186 ) 
true God, the God and Father of our lord Jeſus 


Chriſt, or a phantom of your own imaginations. 
Are you then worſhippers of God, or not? It 
is a ſerious queſtion, Let me perſuade you to 
give it a moment's conſideration. The words 
which Chriſt uſed, in anſwer to a jewiſh inquirer 
after the firſt commandment of the law, may aflilt 
you in your thoughts. © Hear, O Ifrael ; the 
« Lord our God is one Lord; and thou ſhalt love 
« the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with 
« all thy foul, and with all thy mind, and with all 
« thy ſtrength: this is the firſt commandment *.“ 
1 bring you to this teſt ;, do you really worſhip 
that God, of whom Chriſt ſpeaks, or do you not ? 
If you do not, Chriſt himſelf bears witneſs againſt 
you, that you are not his diſciples. To know 
whether you do, or do not, defpiſe your faviour, 
you muſt confiaer who God is, of whom Chriſt 
peaks. vo 
Before I examine this point, let me obſerve to 
you what I have ſeen, or heard, in your places of 
worſhip. In the eſtabliſhed churches, a form of 
prayer is uſed, in which are the following words z 
O God the ſon, redeemer of the world—O God 
the holy ghoſt—O holy, bleſſed, and glorious tri- 
nit, three perſons and one God, have mercy 
upon us miſerable ſinners - O lord Fefus Chriſt, 


have 


(7) 


me merey apart. us x and, in many ſimilar paſs | 


ſages, prayers are addreſſcth to Jeſus Chriſt, to the 


holy ghoſt, and to the trinity. In meſt alſo! of 


the places of worſhip belonging te the diſſenters, 
prayers are offered up to: Jeſus Chriſty te the buly 
ghoſt, and to the trinity; 

Now, brethren, if Jeſus Cbeiſt be not God, 
if the holy ghoſt be not God, if the trinity be not 
God, you are guilty of a breach of Chriſt's com- 
mandments in praying to them; and if you pray 
to all theſe, you err grievoully, for Jeſus Chrift 
tells us, that . the Lord our God is one Lord; 


to which great truth Moſes, the prophets, and the 


apoſtles, bear witneſs. You worſhip, alas! other 
gods than the true God, forgetting what is faid 
in the fcriptures, © Fhou ſhalt not bow down to 
« them, nor worſhip them.“ 

Of whom then did Chriſt ſpeak ? the words are 
twken from Deut. 6th- ebap. 4th ver. and, literally 
tranſlated, are, © Jehovah our God is one Jehovah.** 


Jebovab is the name by which Ged made himſels 


known to Moſes ; Jehovah ereated the heavens 
and the earth; Jehovah called Abraham—ſpake 
to Mofes—revealed himſelf to the prophets—was 
worſhipped by the jewiſh. nation. Throughout 
the whole of the old 'Feftament, Jehovah declares 
himſelf to be one, and that there is no other God 
beſide him : the children of Ifrael, while they 
n * nn him as the one and only 

true 
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true God; and when they mixed with the worſhip 
of Jehovah that of idols, they were brought to 
their ſenſes by ſevere puniſhments. When Chriſt 


preached to the jews, Jehovah was the object of 


their worſhip ; of him alſo Chriſt bears witneſs, 
namely, that Jehovah is the only true God, that 
there is no one good but him, that he is his God 


and Father +, that Jehovah his F ather is n 


_ het. | 0 

Theſe few paſſages of e are, I Gould 
think, / ſufficient to convince. an unprejudiced 
mind, that they, who offer up prayers: to Jeſus 
Chriſt, to the holy ghoſt, or to the trinity, are: 
highly criminal: but fince you have formed for 
yourſelves, without any grounds from ſcripture, 
fuch fanciful gods, let us en each of _ 
ſeparately. 

Firſt. Of Jeſus Chrift. Jake Chriſt, 075 an 
apoſtle to the jews, © was a man approved of 
« God among you by miracles, and -wonders, 


& and ſigns, which God did by him, in the midſt 


d of you, as ye yourſelves alſo know: him, be- 
& ing delivered by the determinate counſeb and 


. foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, ànd by 


< wicked -hands have crucified and flain : whom 
< God hath raiſed u P, hee * the wy of: 


| * ET * Matt. Xi, 2G, Er 77 17. 
aas. ee: 


« death. 


wy 
s 
As 
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es deatk 8. Again, © this Jeſus N Gos raiſed 
„up, whereof we all are witneſſes + : —and thin 
cc fore let all the houſe of Iſrael know aſturedly, thak 
“God hath made that ſame Jeſus, whom ye have 
« crucifted, both lord and Chriſtt,” I bave 
felected theſe paſſages out of many others, becauſe 
they give a plain account of our ſaviour. There 
is à clear diſtinction between God and Chriſt. 
Chriſt performed wonders, but it was by the 
power of God by God's permiſſion, he was deli 
vered into the hands of the jews, and ſlain —it 
was God that raiſed up Chriſt from the dead it 
was God that made him lord and Chriſt. 

How then ſay ye, in expreſs contradiction to 
ſeripture, and to common ſenſe, that Jefus Chriſt 
is God; making no difference between the great 
Being. who ſent—and the man who was ſent 
between. him who knoweth all things, and the 
man who declared, that he did not know all 
things |-—berween him, wha is the God and Fa- 
ther of Jeſus Chriſt, aud that fame Jeſus, who 
declared that his Father was greater than hey |! 
Conſult common ſenſe. | Could Gad lie in the 
womb of a woman? Cayld God expire on the 
eroſs? Could God be buried in the grave? 
Shocking ſuppoſitions! Brethren, examine for 


„Acts ii. 2 —44. + Acts ii. 32. 1 Acts ii. 36. 
Matt. xxiv. 36. Jabs xiv. 48. 


yourſelves. 
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yourſelves: Let no man deceive. you, by a ſpe- 
cious humility, to give worthip to any, but the one 
true God, for & thou ſhalt worſhip him alone *.“ 
Secondly. Of the holy ge. Our forefathers 
ſuppoſed, and, at the preſent day, ignorant people 
in many countries ſuppoſe, that a nian conſiſts of 
two different ſubſtances z one, which we can ſee 
and feel ; ; the other, a ſubſtance not to be felt. 
When a man died, they ſuppoſed that theſe two 
ſubſtances were ſeparated one from the other. 
The body was conveyed to the ground; and the 
ghoſt, for fo they called the other ſubſtanee, ho- 
vered about the place. Hence a number of idle 
tales are told about ghoſts in church-yards ; and 
it was ſaid of a man dying, that he gave up the 
ghoſt. The papiſts have not failed to make diſc 
of this fooliſh tale to very bad purpoſes, for they 
| fay, that the ghoſt is tormented for many years, 
in a place called by them « purgatory. The greek 
word in the ſeriptures, which means © ſpirit,” or 
© wind,” or & breath,” is frequently tranſlated by this 
word «< ghoſt.” But wherever it is ſo tranſlated, | 
it is applied to God, in- the fame manner, as the 
| ſpitit of a man is to a man. When you fay, ſuch 
a man's ſpirit 4s gentle or untameable; you do 
not mean, that the man-and his ſpirit ate different 
perſons, Neither ought you, when ſpeaking of 
F . NS 


* Matt. iv. 10. g * 
God, 
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God, to ſay, that God and his ſpitit are different 
perſons. Your addreſſes to the holy ghoſt have 
no foundation in ſcripture, and they are ſtrictly 
prohibited by the firſt commandment, “ thou ſhalt 
“ have none other gods but me. rb 5 


Thirdly. Of the trinity. Trinity 1 latin 


word, not to be found, in the ſcriptures. The 
notion, annexed to it in your creed, of three per- 
ſons, each of whom is God; making but one God, 
is rank nonſenſe. And will you, my brethren, 
enter into the preſence of God, pretend to wor- 
ſhip him, and yet give him a name, the i invention 
of idle and wicked diſputers, Reflect — there is 
but one God, and his name is one, and his glory 
will he not give to another. 

Perhaps you will reply to me, that I have ſe. 
leted. thoſe paſſages only, which favour my opi- 
nion, and have neglected others, which prove Jeſus 
Chriſt to be God. It is ſufficient for me to ob- 
ſerve, that the ſcripture cannot contradi& itſelf, 
The paſſages, by which you have been deluded 
(and I alſo once was deceived, through the preju- 
dices of birth, of education, and of habit) to be- 
lieve Chriſt to be God, will be found, on exami- 
nation, to convey no ſuch meaning. Search the 
ſcriptures. - Point out one ſingle paſſage; in 
which Jeſus Chriſt declared himſelf to be God. 


Point out one, in which the apoſtles declared 


| hi 
8. | mim 


pſu — — —— — — — 
— - 


( we ) 
him to be God. In a matter of ſuch importance, 
it is not proper for you, to infer from this or that 
paſſage, ill explained, that he is God: but as he 
expreſsly declares himſelf to be inferior to God, 
believe his words; and, as he commands, werthip 
the Father, in ſpirit and in trutv. 

Perhaps you will' fay, that many pious ard 
learned men have died in your faith. Such men 
are alſo to be found among catholics, among 
heathens. Yet you will not ſay, that the romifh 
religion is true, or that idols are to be Wor- 
Mipped. 

Perhaps you think it faſh6ient te lch, with 
out inquiry, the religion of your fathers. Had 
your fathers in ſucceſſion done the fame, what 
would now be the religion of this country? Three 
centuries ago, they were immerſed in ignoranoe 
and popery; ſome centuries farther back, they were 
groſs idolators. On chis prinoiple, Jeſus Ohriſt 
and his apoſtles would have had no hearers. Be 
not deccived, brethren; religion is a perſonal con- 
cern—the bible is open before you from thence 
you are to form your opinions, not from the no- 
tions of your fathers, or the euſtom of the times. 

Perhaps you will ſay, you are ignorant, aid 
theſe things are myſteries. Brethren, to whom did 
Chriſt preach? Was it not to the poor? Was it 
not to the unkarned? Were not his diſciples from 

the 
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the loweſt of the people! Did the great men, did 
any of the rulets, or the phariſces, believe on him x7 
The pteſent times are like thoſe in which Chriſt 
preached. The fieh and learned are not more 
likely to become his diſciples now, than formerly. 
As to the myſteries you talk of, remember that 
myſtery means ſom thing hidden; revelation means 
the diſcovery of that, which was hidden, and un- 
known+. There are no myſteries in the re igion 
of Jeſus Chriſt : his g6ſpel is plain, ſimple, and 
clear. Even the * myſtery, of iniquity,” which 
began to work in the apoſties* time, and now 
works, and keeps in bondage the nations of Eu- 
rope, is ſufficiently known, to every inquiring 
mind. | | | 
You will fay, perhaps, that by adopting my 
notions of the true God, you will loſe the benefit 
of ſocial worſhip. The ſeven thouſand men, who 
refuſed to bend their knees to Baal, did not, you 
may be ſure, worſhip in the temples of aal. 
Social worſhip is a very deſirable thing; but for 
the ſake of ſocial prayer, I cannot worſhip an idol, 
Brethren, I call you from falſe objects of worſhip, 
to the worſhip of the living God. If any one, 
who reads this addreſs, believes with me, that 
there is one God only, the God and Father of our 


* John vii. 48, + Mark iv. 22. Col, i. 26. 
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lord Jeſus Chriſt, I call on him to forſake the 
temples, where they have ſet up other objects of 
worſhip. To the reſt, I ſay, with the apoſtle, 
examine yourſelves, prove your ownſelves, whe- 
ther you be in the faith; and if your inquiry leads 
you to this great truth, that the God and Father 
of our lord Jeſus Chriſt .is the only- true * 
I fay to * with the ſcriptures, ge 


WORSHIP HIM ALONE, 


W. FREND. 


Jeſus College, Cambridge, 
Sept. 10, 1788. 
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A SECOND ADDRESS. , 
TO THE 


MEMBERS OF THE. CHURCH 
OF ENGLAND, 


AND TO 


"PROTESTANT TRINITARIANS 
IN GENERAL. 


BRETHREN, 


I Took the liberty of exhorting you, in a former 
addreſs, to turn from the fanciful gods, which, 
through falſe notions of ſcripture, you worſhip in 
the place of the one true God, the God and Father 
of our lord Jefus Chriſt. I ſhall now ſhew you 


more fully from ſcripture, that the God and Fa- 


ther of Jeſus Chriſt is the only true object of wor- 
ſhip ; proving it to you from the expreſs com- 
. mands of our ſaviour, his own W and that 
of his apoſtles. 
I need not premiſe to you, brethren, that the 
command and practice of our lord and ſaviour 
ought to be the guide of your actions. You pro- 
ſeſs to believe in Chriſt ; you are therefore bound 
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to obey him. Let us then firſt examine what he 
ſays reſpecting the object of our worſhip. 

Our ſaviour, in his excellent ſermon on the 
mount, and again, on the requeſt of his diſciples to 
be inſtructed how to pray, gives us a plain rule 

on this ſubject: After this manner therefore, 
& pray ye, Our Father, who art in heaven.“ 
No precept can be clearer; and it is repeated fre- 
frently, with promiſes, that the Father would hear 
their prayers. © But thou when thou prayeſt, en- 
ce ter into thy cloſet, and when thou haſt ſhut thy 
« door, pray to thy Father, who is in ſecret; 
« and thy Father who ſeeth in ſecret, ſhall re- 
©« ward thee openly +. Verily, verily, I fay unto 
ce you, whatſoever ye ſhall aſk of the Father in my 
& name, he will give it youꝶk. And when ye 
« ſtand praying, forgive, if ye have ought. againſt 
« any, that your Father alſo, who is in heaven, 
« may forgive you your treſpaſſes d. If ye then, 
« being evil, know how to give good gifts unto 
« your children; how much more ſhall your 
“Father, who is in heaven, give good things tg 
* them that aſk him ||, Again, I ſay unto you, 
& that if two of you ſhall agree on earth, as touch- 


* Matth. vi. g. Luke xi. a. Matth. vi. 6. 
} Jobn xvi 23. John xv. 16. & Mark xi, 25+ 
Match. vii. 21, Luke xi, 13. 
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« ing any. thing that they ſhall aſk, it ſhall be done 
“ far them of my Father, who is in heaven *.“ 
Qur ſavieur, indeed, had na idea of any other ob- 
ject of worſhip beſides the true God, and quates a 
paſſage from the writings of Moſes, who expreſsly 
commands the jows not to bow down to any other, 
Our faviour ſays, Get thee hence, Satan, for it 
« js written, Thou ſhalt worſhip the Lord thy God, 
« and him only ſhalt thou ſerve 4,” To the fa- 
maritan woman he faith, „The hour cometh, and 
e now is, when the true worſhippers ſhall wor- 
« ſhip the Father, in ſpirit and in truth, for the Fa- 
te ther ſeeketh ſuch to worſhip him .“ 
If we attend to the practice of Jefus Chriſt, we 
ſhall find it agreeing with bis precepts, and that 
be addrefſed himſelf always ta the ſame Being, 
« his Father and our Father, his God and aur 
“ God |,” | | 55 
« I thank thee, O Father, lord of heaven and 
earth, becauſe thou haſt hidden theſe things from 
<« the wiſe and prudent, and revealed them unto 
babes; even ſo, Father, for ſo it ſeemed good in 
« thy fight. Father, I thank thee, that thou haſt 
heard meq And it came to pats in thofe days, 
« that he went out into a mountain to pray, and 


„Matth. xviii. 19. 

* Matth, iv. 10. Luke iv. 8, f John iv. 29; 

John xx. 17. | { Metth. xi, 25, Luke x. 214 
4 John xi, 41, compare John xii, 27, 28. 
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to obey him. Let us then firſt examine what he 
ſays reſpecting the object of our worſhip. 

Our ſaviour, in his excellent ſermon on the 
mount, and again, on the requeſt of his diſciples to 
be inftruted how to pray, gives us a plain rule 

on this ſubject: After this manner therefore, 
& pray ye, Our Father, who art in heaven “.“ 
No precept can be clearer ; and it is repeated fre- 
frently, with promiſes, that the Father would hear 
their prayers. © But thou when thou prayeſt, en- 
ce ter into thy cloſet, and when thou haſt ſhut thy 
t door, pray to thy Father, who is in ſecret; 
« and thy Father who ſeeth in ſecret, ſhall re- 
© ward thee openly +. Verily, verily, I fay unto 
cc you, whatſoever ye ſhall aſk of the Father in my 
© name, he will give it you. And when ye 
cc ſtand praying, forgive, if ye have ought. againſt 
« any, that your Father alſo, who is in heaven, 
« may forgive you your treſpaſſesh. If ye then, 
ce being evil, know how to give good gifts unto 
« your children; how much more ſhall your 
« Father, who is in heaven, give good things tg 
„them that aſk him ||, Again, I ſay unto you, 
& that if two of you ſhall agree on earth, as touch - 


* Matth.vi.g. Luke xl. a. + Match. vi, 6. 
+ Jobn xvi 23. John xv. 16. & Mark xi, 25+ 
[| Matth. vii. 21, Luke xi, 234 


« ing 


* 


( 96 0 


« ing any thing chat they ſhall aſk, it hal be done 


& far them of my Father, who is in heaven *.“ 


Qur ſavieur, indeed, had na idea of any other ob- 


ject of worſhip beſides the true God, and quates a 


paſſage from the writings of Moſes, who expreſsly 


commands the jows not to bow down to any other, 
Our faviour ſays, Get thee hence, Satan, for it 
« js written, Thou ſhalt worſhip the Lord thy God, 
« and him only ſhalt thou ſerve +,” To the ſa- 
maritan woman he faith, „The hour cometh, and 
© now is, when the true worſhippers ſhall wor- 
« ſhip the Father, in ſpirit and in truth, for the Fa- 

te ther ſeeketh ſuch to worſhip him .“ 
If we attend to the practice of Jefus Chriſt, we 
ſhall find it agreeing with bis precepts, and that 
be addreſſed himſelf always ta the ſame Being, 
« his Father and our Father, his God and our 
„Gad.“ | 5 
« I thank thee, O Father, lord of heaven and 


earth, becauſe thou haſt hidden theſe things from 


te the wiſe and prudent, and revealed them unts 
* babes; even fo, Father, for ſo it ſeemed good in 
thy ſight . Father, I thank thee, that thou haſt 
e heard me q And it came to pats in thofe days, 
e that he went out into a mountain to pray, ang 
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| John xx. 17. d Metth. x1, 26. Luke x. 214 
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continued all night in prayer to God®, Theſe 


. U words ſpake Jeſus, and lifted up his eyes to 


« heaven, and faid, Father, the hour is come, glo- 
« rify thy fon, that thy ſon alſo may glorify 
e thee 1. Read attentively the whole cf this 
prayer, it is a model for your own prayers; our 
faviour begins with an addreſs to the Father, and 
repeats the ſame frequently, faying, O Father— 
Holy Father—O righteous Father. What abſur- 
dities do not the trinitarians make of this excellent 
prayer, when they talk of their God the ſon— 
their God the holy ghoſt—their God, the holy, 
ay and glorious trinity. 

Qur faviour continued to his death in this true 
and proper mode of worſhip, the only one accep- 
table to the ſupreme Being. O my Father, if 
« jt be poſſible, let this cup paſs from me; ne- 
« yertheleſs, not as I will, but as thou wilt f. 
& Father, forgive them: for they know not what 
ce they dolf. My God, my God, why haſt thou 
& forſaken me F. Father, into thy — 1 com- 
n ſpirit . 

From the precept of our ſaviour, illuſtrated by 
his own practice, we conclude that the God and 


* Luke vi. 12. + John xvii. 1. 
} Matth. xxvi. 39, 42. Mark xiv. 36. Luke xxii. 2. 
1 Luke xxili. 4. Matth. Xvi. 46, Merk xy, 34 


1 Luke xxiii, 46. 8 
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Father of our lord Jeſus Chriſt is the only ob- 
ject of worſhip; and in this opinion we are 
ſtrengthened by the precepts and general practice 
of the apoſtles, © They continued daily with one 


accord, in the temple, praiſing God *. When 


_ © they heard, they lifted up their voice ta God 
2 and ſaid, Lord, thoy art God, who haſt made 
< heaven and earth, the ſea, and all that in them is 
s —for, ofa truth, againſt thy holy child Jeſus, whom 
te thou haſt anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pie 
< late, with the gentiles and the people of Iſrael, 
* were gathered together and now, Lord, behold 
& their threatnings, and grant that ſigns and 
“ wonders may be done in the name of thy holy 
& child Jeſus 1. But prayer was made, without 


<« ceaſing of the church, unto God for him r. Sirs, 


© why do ye thele things, we alſo are men of like 
* paſſions with you, and preach unto you that ye 
s ſhould turn from theſe vanities unto the living 
God, who made heaven and earth, and the ſea 
<« and all things that are therein $ ? He took bread, 
ce and gave thanks to Godin the preſence of them 
« pl] . 1 ; 


Ace ii. 46, 47. compare iii. 8, g. x. 2. 31, 33. XVi. 14. 
+ Acts iv. 24, 27, 29, 30. 4 As xii, 6. xi. 18. xvi. 25. 
Acts xiv. $5, Xxvi. ae. campare attentively the three 
ſpeeches of St, Paul xvii. 2g. 
I As vii. 35, Kaviiie 24, 
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a "You may object, perhaps, that there art 554 
ſtance to the contrary in the deacon Stepi:o, cho, 
on the point of death, called out, Lord j-i13, re- 
« ceive my ſpirit v. But you are to recollect the 
particular. circumſtances in which he then was, 
that he ſaw jeſus Chriſt himſelf in glory, and ſce- 
ing him, made, with great propriety, this addreſs. 
If any of you, my brethren, ſhould ſee our faviour 
in the ame circumſtances, ſuch an addreſs would 
be very proper. 
The precepts of the apoſtles, in / weir Nat 
| point out only one object of worſhip. © Now I 
e beſeech you, brethren, for the lord Jeſus Chriſt's 
« ſake, and for the love of the ſpirit, that ye ſtrive, 
<« together with me, in your prayers to.God for 
© me+. Be careful for nothing, but, in every thing, 
© by prayer and ſupplications, let your requeſts be 
* made known unto God . If any of you lack 
* wiſdom, let him aſk of God, who giveth 
to all men liberally d. Giving thanks always 
<« unto God, even the Father, in the name of our 
„ lord Jeſus Chriſt ||. By him, therefore, let us 
<« offer the ſacrifice of praiſe to God continually, 
& that is, the fruit of our lips, giving thanks to his 
name 4. Now the God of patience and conſola- 


Ats vii. 59. compare Matth. viii. 25. xiv, $0, | 
: + Rom. xv 30. Xll, 1. | 4} Pl. iv. 6, Col, iii. 17. 


4 Jam. i. 5, 17. Eph. v. 20. 1. Cor. x. 31. 
1 Heb, xili. 25, | 
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<« another, according to J eiu. Chriſt, that ye may, 


6 with one mind, glorify God, even the Father of | 


60 our lord Jeſus Chriſt *. 34 2852 
To theſe + precepts, their e alſo was 
3 « Wherefore; I alſo ceaſe not to 


e give thanks for you, making mention of you in 
te my prayers, that the God of our lord Jeſus 
<« Cariſt, the Father of glory, may give unto you 


te the ſpirit of wiſdom 4. For this cauſe I bow my 
&« knees unto the Father of our lord Jeſus Chriſt . 
« Brethren, my heart's deſire and prayer to God 
« for Iſrael is, that they might be ſaved 5.“ 8. 
Their doxologies, as they are called, or forms 
of giving praiſe and glory to God, point out 
equally the ſame object of worſhip, the God of 
our lord Jeſus Chriſt, “ Now unto him that is 
c of power to eſtabliſh you according to my goſ- 


&« pel, and preaching of Jeſus Chriſt, according to 
te the revelation of the myſtery, which was kept 


&« ſecret ſince the world began: To God only 
„ wiſe,: be glory through Jeſus Chriſt, for ever, 
« Amen g. Bleſſed be God, even the Father of 


« our lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Father of mercies, and 


* Rom. xv. 5, 6. : | 
+ Eoh. i. 153, 16, 17. Phill. i. g. iii. 3. 2 Theſſ. i. 3, 11, 12, 
} Eph. iii. 14. Col. i, 3. iv. g. 1 Theſſ. is 2, 9. 


9 Rom. x. 1. i. 8, 9. 2 Cor. xiii. 7. 1 Cor. i. 4. 2 Tim. i. 3. 
1 Rom, xvi, 23, 27. Eph. lil. 20. 
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« the God of all comfort . Now units the king 
ce eternal, immortal, inviſible; the only wiſe God, 
| & be horiour and glory, for ever and ever, Amen f. 
<« But the God of all grace, who hath called us 
cc unto his eternal glory by Chriſt Jeſus, after that 
<« ye have ſuffered awhile, make you perfect, ſta⸗ 
_ « bliſh, ſtrengthen, ſettle you z to him be glory 
« and dominion for ever and ever f. Now the 
« God of peace, that brought again from the dead 
cc our lord Jefus Chriſt, that great ſhepherd of the 
te ſheep, through the blood of the everlaſting co- 
« yenant, make you perfect unto every good 
« work, to do his will, working in you that which 
cc js pleaſing in his ſight, through Jeſus Chriſt; to 
« whom be glory for ever 8.“ 

Such, my brethren, are the feripture forms 
and now let me aſk you, where are yours to be 
found? Not in ſcripture, I affure you, but in 
maſs- books, in prayer-books eſtabliſhed by autho- 
rity, in decrees of popes and councils, and in ats 
of parliament. Are mafs-b6oks, decrees of popes 
and councils, or acts of parliament, the laws of 
Chriſtians ? I deteſt and abjure them all; for nei- 
ther pope, nor council, nor king, nor biſhop, nor 


® 2 Cor. i. 3. ii. 14. Eph.i.g. 1 Pet. i. g. 
+ x» Tim. i. 17. vi. 16. Phil. iv. 20. 


} 1 Pet. v. 10, 11. compare 2 Cor. ix. 10, &c, Rom. xi. 36, 
$ Heb, xiii. 20, 28, Rom. xv. 13. 2 Tint, iv. 18. 1 Pet. iv. 11. 
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hnod, mar parliament, have power RO anp 
form whatenar, much 'leſs their impious forms an 
- chniſtians. I myſelf indeed have abeyed theſe 
things. I have been a ſervant of antichriſt: but I 
thank God, even the God and Father of our lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, that he has enabled me to tear from my 
forehead the accunſed mark. In matters of reli - 
gion, I declare myſelf the ſubject of Jeſus Chriſt 
alone ; in civil matters, I am the ſubject of the 
civil magiſtrate, whom, according to the ſcriptures, 
I willingly obey. 
Is it not atanifbing, brethren, that, notwith- 
Banding the variety of excellent forms in the new 
Teſtament, many of your clergy and miniſters, 
ſhould adapt a form equally repugnant to ſcripture 
and to common ſenſe z it is uſual for them to add 
at the cloſe of their ſermons, © now to God the Fa- 
ther, God the ſon, and God the holy ghoſt, be aſ- 
_ Eribed, as is moſt due, all honour and glory, now 
and for ever. Thus they ſcruple not to offend the 
majeſty of heaven, and inſtead of obeying. the 
ſcriptures, they follow the vain traditions of men. 
* Brethren, I ſpeak plainly to you, becauſe I la- 
ment the ſtate into which you are fallen. I would 
exhort you © turn from your wicked errors, and 
to read with attention the words af Chriſt and his 
apoſtles. There are paſſages, it is certain, in your 
Teſtament ill tranſlated, but an honeſt mind.can- 
not fail of coming to the . if he compare 
a 8 8 ſcripture 
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ſcripture with ſcripture ;- but if you are reſolved to 
be led away by the difficulties, which, from an 
obſcure or ill-tranſlated text, a prieſt may throw in 
your way, be aſſured that you are far gone from 
the ſimplicity of the goſpel, and make the "Oy 
a ſource of infinite confuſion, 

Having ſhewn to you, brethren, that Chriſt * 
his apoſtles worſhipped one God, the father of us 
all, I ſhall remove a difficulty, which evil men 
frequently - throw in your way, flandering us, as 
if we degraded our ſaviour. Becauſe we wor- 
ſhip only one God, they ſay, that we diſhonour 
Chriſt, We give Chriſt all due honour, but 
we cannot, without blaſphemy, make him equal 
to our maker. The ſcriptures are our guide in 
this reſpect alſo. They teach us that, „ Je- 
« ſus Chrift was a man like ourſelves, fin only 
« excepted , that he is the beloved ſon of God + 
« the holy one, the juſt, the prince of life, the 
« lord of all t that he is the lamb of God, that 
« taketh away the ſins of the world F—that in him, 
cc and no other, is ſalvation ; for there is no other 
& game under heaven given among men, whereby 
cc we muſt be ſaved |—that God hath exalted him, 
« and given him, a name, which is above every 


„ Heb. iv. 16. + Math. iti. 17. 


: Acts iti. 14, 15. il. 36. 9 John i. 29. 
Acts iv. 12. 
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a name, that at the name of Jeſus every knee ſhould 
« bow, and that every tongue ſhould confeſs, that 
« Jeſus is lord, to the glory of God the Father #— 
d that he is mad: of God, unto us wiſdom, and 
« righteouſneſs, and ſanctification, and redemption+ 

« —that he is ordained of God to be the judge of 
« quick and dead 1. — In ſhort, we ſay with 
St. Paul, “ that, when God raiſed him from the 
L dead, he ſet him at his own right hand in the 
cc heavenly places, far above all principality, and 
& power, and might, and dominion, and every 
& name that is named, not only in this world, but 
* the world to come, and put all things under his 
« feet, and gave him to be the head over all things 
& to the church, which is his body, even the full 
« neſs of him, that filleth all in all $.” 

Thus we give Chriſt all glory, honour. and 
power, that the ſcriptures direct to be given, ſtill 
believing that, © there is one God and Father of 
« all, who is above all, and through all, and 
“in you all {—that' there is one God, and one 
cc mediator between wor and _ the man Cbriſt 
&« Jeſus g.“ | 

We believe farther, * that Chriſt ſhall re- 
“turn to this earth, ſhall have dominion over 


* PhiL ii. 9, 10, 11. + 1 Car. i. 30. 


} Acts x. 42. 5 Eph. i. 10, &c, 
|| Eph. iv. 6. 1 a Tim. ii. 5. | 


* | * 
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« all, putting all enemies under his feet : after | 
<« which, cometh the end, hen he ſhall have de · 
« fivered up the kingdom to God, even the Fa- 
« ther, then ſhalt the ſon alſo himſelf be ſubjec̃t 
« unto him, that put all things under him, that 
God may be all in al*” 

Of true chriſtians we fay, © that they are the 
children of God ; heirs of God, and joint heirs 


4 with Chriſt t. We are no more ftrangers and 


« foreigners, but fellow-citizens with the faints, 
« and are built upon the foundation of the apoſtles 
« and prophets, Jeſus Chrift himſelf being the 
« chief corner ſtone F :* we believe, © that eter- 
4 nal life is the free WT IE EPs 
& Chrift our lord .“ 

But, brethren, if our privileges are great, we 
know alfo that we muſt attend to our conduct, 


and © that the kingdom of God is not meat and 


« drink, but righteouſneſs and peace, and joy in 
« the holy ghoſt ; that we are not to live unto 
« ourſelves, but unto Chriſt **; and though it 
&«< doth not appear, what we ſhall be, we are cer- 
te tain that when Chriſt ſhall appear, we ſhall be 
* like him, for we ſhall ſee him as he is 14.“ 


® x Cor. xv. 24. + Gal. iii. 26. 


; Row. viii. 16, 17. 4 Eph. ii. 19, 20% f 
|| Rom. vi. 2g. I Rom. xiv. 27, 
v# Cor. v. 14. | 7 1 John it. 2. 


Thus 


6 209 ) 
Thus, brethren, I have, with the utmoſt plain- 
neſs, ſpoken to you on ſubjects of the greateſt im- 
portance to a rational creature, The bible is the 


rock on which I ſtand, and I exhort you to ſtudy 


it with attention, caſting off the yoke that narrow 
minded prieſts and miniſters would impoſe upon 
you. And J cannot conclude this addreſs to you, 
without repeating my chief poſitions ; that God is 
one, and that the whole doctrine of the trinity is a 
libel on the ſcriptures, and an inſult on the 1 un- 


derſtanding of mankind. 


8 W. FREND. 
JESUS COLLEGE, 


DEC. 25, 1788, 
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